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“Disappeared”

Jaswant Singh Khalra

has not been seen since September 6, 1995
when he was picked up by Punjab police at
home in Kabir Park, Amritsar.
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" Navoen S Garewal
— Chandgam

We VomEER

Minister P V Narasimha Rao by
three human rights organisa-

tions, the Movement Against

PUNJAB'S IRRIGATION canals
have become & dumping ground
for bodles of suspected militants
and thoir sympathisers killed in
custody by the police.

Eyidence of this surfaced in
January when a dozen-odd
bodies, sume with hands and feet
tied together, wers fished out of
the Sirhind Canal after water
Inflow ta the canal was stopped
to facilitate repair work,

The recovery of these bodies
lends some credenve o the
hithorto unsubstantisted allega-
tion that security personnel ary
Killing the unlawfully arrestsd
persons fnvolved in e move-
ment for 'Khalistan',

There appears 1o have boen a
spurt in killlngs of his nnture,
Just prior o the Punjab elsctions,
The whereabouts of hundreds of
such persons remain unknown
Several of them may have met
with the same tragic fate. while
| their familles conlinue to believe
| they would roturn ono day. The

rocovery of badies, invariably off

Sikh youth, from the cannis was
l brought 1o the notice of Prime

Stato Rop (MASR), Punjah
Human  Rights  Organisation
(PHRO) and the Feoples’ Unjon of
Civil Libertias (PUCL), in a Jotter
to him [n Junuery

Independent enquiries by 7he
Pioneer have vieldod some horrl
fying facts This corr it

travelled along the Kotla hranch
of the Sirhind Canal from’ the
Moharana bridgo an thee Nabhs-
Malerkotla road (o the Babaupur
bridge on the Dhuri-Mulerkatia
roud, & distance of nbout Blght to
10 kllomaetres. The revalations
startling, | Yowitnessey

poried that of least sevon bod
ies were pulled om from the
canal In this short streteh, To
further  authenticata  the fin.
dings, e Buthinds branch of the
£ame canal was ihog out
The facts wore similar  Bath
these canals pass through the
Ropar, Ludhlang and Sangrur
districts, which have bocame the
main  militancy-aifectrg i
(riets, avon more. than Amritsir
and Gurdaspur

According 10 the baildary of
the canals and the farmers

wore

whose Nulds wdjoin the canal

Jogher 2 bodins)
Motieaia (2 badiss)
Shanbhaurs (1 bedy)
Shandhauren (1 body)
Ranchana {2 bodios |

Babanpur (1 bady)

me

slre

Several of the
oam frequen

flaw of the water is vory fast, they
raroly get entang

Frpay Naeen 39, 1982

Evidence surfaces against police

Watery grave for Punjab militants

sighting of dead bodies has bren

common
} pass down-
But since the

with the

bridges en route. It is only when
the fow of water In the canal Is
regulated for repalr work that
the bodies surfece. In the seennd

w

by,
w0

wook

of Junuary 1992, when
reloases into the canal
stopped for a fow days,
ple saw al Jeast dozen bodie
tng.
v hodies surfaced, the
ad no cholce but to

fish tham out. Normally when o
body [s seen. the police Int ft foat

passing on
t lice station

responsibility
ILis

leaurns o

the Rajasthan
t has compluined to
rnment  and

thal state
he Rujasthan and the
1

ev Raj, who has run a

small tes shop at the Mohrana

|

bridge for the last 20 yours
sdmits that “the bodies are a
familiar sight, but they don't stop
due to the fast fow of the water.
But during the bandhi (water
stoppage) two bodies surfaced at
this bridge”

Mr Permessar Dass, a baildar
of the Irrigation Department who |
took oul the bodies along with Mr i
Atma Siogh, u Special Police O~
cer (SPO), after the bodies had
flouted In the wator for four days,
says “they were Sikh youth, aged i
about 30, with bes and long
hair, The hands of one of ‘them
was tind af the back with a belt, |
but it Is difficult to say If there
were awy gun wounds on their
budies since they were severely
decomposed  and  bloated”,
Although the Amargarh police
took away the bodies, they could
not identify them and reportedly |
burnt them after photographing
them, Itks learnt, |

When contacted, the Amar-
gach police staton duty offieer
confirmed recavery of the bodies |
in Janvary, but gave no any
direct  answers. “The gus(-
mortem report has not been
rocoived as yet”, he said, but, |
soon changed his swatement |

Site Fake ancounters Page 4

Illegally detained men throwy

From Page 1
reveal that “the postoortem was
canducted al the Civil Hospital,
Malerkolln, and the Mndings
revoalod that It was desth dus i
drowning”, Ho clafimed “there
was nothing unusual about the
bodies,” whereas these who fish-
ed out the hodies from the canal
sald that hands of soma were tied

at the back with a belt,
The palicoman, however, con-
frmed that thess bodfes had
rémelned unidentified and unclai-

gistered n his pollee sta-
| tion, but he would not disclose the
FIR nurnber or iis contents,
About & kilometre abead of the
 Mohrana bridge, some men at a
tyre puncturg shop adjacent to
the Bhanbhaura bridge said that
during the sume perlod, the bady
of o middle-nged man had sor-
faced. The body remained thers
for several duys beforr tha v
gers pulled it out and handed it
over Lo the police. No ane knows
what happened to It,

Simllarly, a farmer watering his
felds near the Bhanbhauree
bridge said that the body of a
youth aged between 18 and 20
was recoverad by the police,

Mr Bhupindsr Singh, & residont
of village chana conthrmed
that ha had personally seen four
bodiss. 11e tonfirmed tha two nt

Mohrans  bridge  montioned
earlior, while the other two wore
that of a youth and & woman. Tha
hands of the youth were tied with
4 red nylon rope at the back,
whilé the neck of the woman,
aged abour 22, was slit. "“The had-
fes were smelling vory badly and
could not be recognised”, These
bodies were wken out at the Jnst
anca of tho poilca by baildar [ari
Singh on lanuary 14, After the
bodies were taken out, thoy were
Iefi on the bank of the cunal for
tho eagles and vulturns, he dis-
closed. A fow tattared plecos of
cloth are still lying at the site,

Further dawn the canal
Babanpur bridge, Mr Jagta S
aguardsman in the nearby 51
Corperution Depat of viliage Kahp-
ru divided from Babanpur by the
canal, saw the body of a youth
aged aboul 20 years. “The body
remained heve for three or four
days. ¢ first got stuck to the Kahe-
ru rallway bridge, but then came
1o flaat on the side of tha bank of
tho canal. 1t was beyond recogni-
ton s quite & bit of it had besn
zaten up by volures”, he
remarked,

Some of the poople this corres-
pondent ypoke ta said shat many
bodies do not surfage becanse
they bave welghts tled W them,
Many confirmed that the bodies
continue i fow in the canals
evennaw, but they are not racove-

he

igth,

Evidence surfaces against police

red aad allowed to flow on. Sight-
Ing of one dead body each was
also xeported from the Salar and
Hussainpur bridges on the same
canal

Afer these revolations, It was
oecassury 10 sea the state of
WfTuirs ¥ some other canal (oo,
The Bhatinda branch of the
Sirhind canal wus checked out. At
the Jagher bridge on the
Malorkotla-Ludhiana streich, a
toa stall owner sald that be had
seen two hodies foating In the
canal ubout two months B8R,
when the inflow of water was s1op
ped. The bodies remained there
for 1wo days, but he does not
know what happened to them
later. This canal top pusses
thraugh ths Ropay, Lidhiana dis
tlcts and anters the Sangrur dis-
trict at this point

Mr Hardip Singh, u tawyer, saw
the body of & teen | youth at
the Kaind bridge on January 13,
while an| bis way 0 Ludhinna,
This bridge 10 is sltunted an the
Malerkitia - Ludhiane road and
falls under the Dehlon palice
4lation.

“The hands and feet of (he boy
were tod with a pajamn and he
Wi wenrlng onlv & yest and an
undprwenr', he romarked

Singe, the Punjeb police s
sebdom for theoming with inf
ten, one B o raly on Lyewit
dccountsrather than foncrets evi-

domce. Dus (o the limitations
under which this investigation
was carried out, thore are several

"if's and but’s" that may arise
Sevoral fmpartant questiony
enuld be ralsed about tho validity
of these findings. Theso can
broadly be divided into two parts,
(11 Who killed these people? wnd
(2} How did thoy die? Answoring
the second part frst, frensic
oxperts at the Post Graduate [nsti-
fute of Medieal Science (PGI) hera
say that there Is o way to find ot
by a casual glance whether the
person died dus tn drowning or
was killed and thrown into the
water, The sure way of determin-
ing this Iy by & test know as the
"Diatoms teat” where extracted
bone marrow Is treated with
Ni Acid. If Distoms are soen
the micrescope then tho
h was due to drowning, othar-
u difficult test and

murdor or solcide, its important
1 know whether the person was
killed and thrown intn water or
died due to drowning, Forensic
experts rule out the sulcide theo-
ry because the ha and feet of
many victims were tied up. “This
is unhoard of", says an export, It
is very difficull fir & person to Ge
up his feet and hands at the back
and then gn w the bank of the
canal to Jump in, Besides those

/
cases wern welghts hay”
to th¢
rule out the possibility of 8
The next guestion that
is: Who could have cod
these murders? Is it par
mal erime? The probabiliy
being & normal crime is o)
out because it i too mu
colncldence that at all the
wera more or less of the sd
group and definitely Sik‘
long hair and beards, }
Only two aptions remal
these could be abducted §
embers k

tims of state repression.
words, thoy were killed by |
ce, Anyone having the s
knowledge aboul guerllla)
re would not, repeat, not, §
be w0 the theory of the tal
killing these peaple, Blam

rorists for the murders
suggest that they first con
the evime at some place aq
carried the badies all the o
canal, In ail the qm&sarl]
have taken placs In Py
the tevrorists have vanishd
after the erime.

The needle of sus|
e points ominous),
ty forcos, whose involvem
extra judicial klllings s
known. Dumping the bodies
canal s the safost way of pr
ing Identification. If the be

road tax structu-
ot on April 1, for
‘stered In the

ctor of Trans-

ven aftar the

«u tax in Delhi

~n lower than that in
..gnbouring States.

“Delhi's rates are at least one-

and-half times less than UP and

The

/

Supply of
water not
in Delhi: |

HEALTH AND Family Walfare
Minister M L Fotadar on Wedios
day admitied in the Hajys Sabha
ihat stops taken so [aF by Lhe
Dellil Administeation o check
Witler Biorra disbians And to hsu-
o adequale supply of potable
drinking water had bean ineffec-
tive and that noorﬂa. particulir
those living in villages, wire sti
consuming unsele water from
welli and hasdpuips.

. The number of mohlle testlng
vins would be inerensed so that
S et

Ital, he s |
ﬁ:pnr. Ho said that nosded
70 gallons of wreated watar per
'mfu par day wheroas the Dethi
ministention was ablo Lo g
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Jalandhar police pulled up for

KamaL KisHore
JALANDHAR

THE additional judge of the designated
court here, Mr H. P. Handa, has passed
strictures against the Jalandhar police, for
their “active connivance with the murder
accused and failure to produce the challan
in the court.”

In a letter written to Mr K, P, S. Gill,
Director General of Punjab police, on July
14, the judge has asked him to hold an
inquiry into why the police had not

resented the challans with regard to Sanjiv

umar, resident of Sant Nagar, Narinder
Singh and faswant Singh, both residents of
Sarihn villuge, who were charged with the
murder of Jasbir Singh and against whom a
case under the IPC, the Arms’Act and
TADA, was registered at the Nakodar police
station, on December 12, 1992.

application of the police while seeking the
discharge of the accused on February 2,
1994, had directed the police to furnish the
challan within one month but, in spite of
forwarding a copy of ‘that order to the
district police chief, the police instead
‘tendered a fresh application for the
discharge of the accused on August 22,
1994. This was also rejected.

While rejecting the second application
for discharge on October 8, 1994, the judge
expressed concern over the sorry state of
affairs in the police department for keeping
aside the directions of the court.

Doubting the two affidavits of Mohan
Singh and Malkiat Singh, both residents of
Hussainabad in Jalandhar district, which
were filed with the second application, the
judge challenged the jurisdiction of the
police to entertain such affidavits and
observed that these could not be relied upon
for want of witnesses who counld identify the

The judge, while turning down the

connivance with murder accused

deponent. ;
Moreover, the police had “usurped the
power of the court and were acting in a quasi
judicial manner, which they are not
supposed to do,” the judge observed.
Criticising the stand taken by the police
to get the accused discharged, the judge
further observed that since one of the
accused had filed an application in the
Punjab and Haryana High Court for getting
the FIR quashed, then what can %e the

intention of the police in filing another
application for their discharge?
The judﬁe in his previous order, the

extract of which was mentioned in the letter-
written to the DGP, had warned that if the
police failed to submit the challan in one
month, the matter would be brought to the
notice of the Supreme Court regarding the
conduct of the police in dealing with such
cases where there is sufficient evidence to
get the accused convicted.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, Nov 27: The |
Punjab Government has transfer-
red Mr. Ajit Sinsh Sandhu, Se-

nior Superinten

Tarn Taran,

He has been transferred on
€ Supreme Court
tin

the orders of th
in the case rela
pearance of Akalg'.
leader, Mr. Jaswant
Singh Khalra. The apex court
has directed the CBI to investi-

rights win

gate the case.

Mr. Sandhu has been transfe-
red to Sangrur in place of My,
Anil Kumar Sharma, who has
been posted as SSP, Tarn Taran

ent of Police, |

to the disap-
i Dal human
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iSAD plea to Sikhs |

in Khalra case |

Tribune News Service '

AMRITSAR, Nov 27 — The human }
rights wing of the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) has decided to take the
case of the alleged kidnapping of its
general secretary, Mr Jaswant Singh
Khalra, 1o the people’s court and
called upon all human rights orga-
Jisations and Sikhs to rajse their
voice to demand his release on Inter-
national Human Rights Day on De- ]
cember 10,

A spokesman for the party, Mr
Satnam Singh, said here today that
A4n emergency meeting of the human
rights wing adopted a resolution
saying that the Chief Minister, Mr
Harcharan Singh Brar, had ‘no moral
Tight’ to stay in office in view of the
‘excesses’ being committed by the
Punjab police despite severe strie-
tures by the Supreme Court against |
it.

The meeting thanked Amnesty In-
ternational and US President Bill
Clinton for faking up the case of Mr
Khalra's alleged kidnapping by the
Tarn Taran police with the Govern-
ment of India and the Punjab Gov-
ernment.

Mr Raymond Chair,, Minister of
Asian Affairs, Canada, held detailed
di i with Mr Sal Khur-
sheed, Union Minister of State for

Xternal Affairs, and the latter |
assured him that Mr Khalra was
& and would return home

Dham;s to sn;ek |
Khalra’s release

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
——rametaa U didgat o

AMRITSAR, Oct 25 The
Human Rights wing of the Shr. |
iomani li Da.lg will hold
dharnas at all the district hea-
dquarters in the state from
November 15 onwards to
demand the release of their
general secretary, Mr Jaswant
ingh Khalra, from the alleged
illegal custody of the Tarn
Taran police “chief, Msr Ajit
Singh Sandhu,

This uecision was taken at an
emergency meeting of the rep-
resentatives of the iuman rights
wing, the Punjab human rights
organisations, the Sikh Stu.
dents Ffederation, the Punjab
Majdoor Dal and the Ass-
ociation for Democratic Rights
here today.

The meeting chaired by Mr
Kirpal Singh ﬁ:mdhawa of the
uman rights wing decided that
during the dharnas, memo-
randums will be given to the '
respective  deputy  commis.
sioners deman ing the release
of Mr Khalra, ’J"
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From under the ashes

THE twin probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
ordered by the Supreme Court
into the disappearance of an
Akali Dal human rights activist,
Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra from
Amritsar, and the allegation of
“liquidation and cremation of
thousands of innocents” bet-
ween 1984 and 1994 is likely
to bring out many unpleasant
aspects of police functioning in
Punjab. Mr Khalra’s “disap-
pearance” in September last led
toallegationsthat he was picked
up by the men of the Tarn Taran
police district. The SC order on
Wednesday follows a candid
submission earlier by the Pun-
jab Advocate General that since
the Punjab Police had been
unable to trace him, the matter

may be probed by the CBI. The

second inquiry by the apex
court is a natural corollary to
Mr Khalra’s ““disappearance”
| since he had been actively

_ pursuing the case of the “uncer-
emonious cremation” by the
police of a large number of ter-
rorist suspects. While the alle-
gation that at least 25,000 peo-
ple had been cremated between
1984 and 1994 appears to be an
exaggeration, Mr Khalra’s dis-
appearance was perhaps seen

by the Supreme Court as an

attempt by the police to subvert
the due process of law. The

Court observed that if the alle-

_gatjon; of the Akali Dal of mass

cremations were true, it would
constitute “‘a most gory tale of
human rights violations.”

The fact thatin order to instill
confidence in the minds of the -
people, the Court should deem it
necessary to have the charges
inquired into by a CBI team,
reflects on the dwindling credi-
bility of the Punjab Police,
which had earned the nation’s
appreciation earlier for putting
up a sustained fight against ter-
rorism. The Court, besides stat-
ing that the probe into Mr
Khalra’s disappearance should
be completed in three months,
also gave directions to the CBI
to file interim reports every
three months on the inquiry into
the cremations. Moreover, the
Court has directed the Punjab
Government to transfer the con-
troversial SSP, Mr Ajit Singh
Sandhu from Tarn Taran till the
completion of the twin probe. -
The judicial intercession should
be an eye-opener for the Punjab
Government, particularly its
DGP, Mr K. P. S. Gill, who has
all along shown a curious indif-
ferencetochargesagainsterring
policemen. Even generally, it
should compel the police in the
other States, too, to behave with
a greater sense of responsibility
and in conformity with the
requirements of law. In effect,
the Court’s directive should act
as a check on arbitrary police ,
behaviour all over India.
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SC orders probe in Punj

By QurLe alCon‘espondent
EWD LHI, November 15.
Callmg it “a most gory violation
ofhuman rights”, the Supreme
Court today ordered a probe by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI}intoallegations that bodies of
mare than 25,000 persons lying un-
claimed and unidentified had been
“unceremoniously” cremated by
the Punjab police between 1984
and '94,

It also ordered a CBI probe into
alleged abduction and eventual
disappearance of Shiromani Akali
Dal leader and human rights acti—
vist Jaswanth Singh Khalra from
Amritsar on S“plembcr 6 this year.
-‘Mr Khalra's wifc Paramjit Kaur
suspects the invelvement of Tarn
Taran district superiniendent of
policc Ajit Singnh Sandhu in the

mystenous dx&ppcarancc and
likely liquidation of her husband.

The judges observed that “hor-
rendous as the charges were, they
needed to be mvesuga:cd by a CBI
high-power team™.

A division bench comprising Mr
Justice Kuldip Singh and Mr Jus-
tice S Saghir Ahmad also directed
the CBItoappoint aspecial team of
investigaiors to look into the aile-
gations by the human rights wing of
the Shiromani Akali Dal that at
least 25,000 “innccent persons had
been liquidated and uncercmo-
niously cremated in complete dis-
regard to the human dignity by the
state police between 1984 and '947.

The judges said the ailegations
against senior police officials of the
state_were of a_serious_nature it

would be
togetthe
pendent a
dence in the mi

Thc courl or

uthor

ics the cou‘

it could not ¢
ges told the C
ports every
progress of inv

Referring to a

iab cremations

nierests of justice

""'rrol"‘d byaninde-

instil confi-
-naso thc public™.

El

ity to ™

2 January 16 press

human rights wing, the judses o=
served if the matter was troe &
would constitute “‘a most gory taie
of human right violations™.

Expressing concern over what
had happened in Punjab, the court
observed “nothing of this kis
should cver be allowed tc happen
in the couniry”.

Petitioner’s counsel R S Sadh
submitted that Mr Khalra had been
abducted by the Punj: po‘r‘"as he
had prepared a report on i he mass
cremation of unidentified bodics
allegedly carried out at the behest
of Mr Sandhu.

The court directed-the Punjab
chief secretary as also state police
chief K P S Gill to immediately
transfer MrSandhu from Tarn Tar-
an till the completion of the twin
probe.

e
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Khalra case: AG seeks CBI probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: The
Khalra case took a curious turn
todav with the Punjab Advogate
General, Mr M L Sareen,
himself asking the Supreme
Court to have the matter
investigated by the CBI, as the
state police had been unable to
trace the missing Akali leader.

The Supreme Court bench,
comprising  Justice  Kuldi
Singh and Justice Sagir Ahmed,
has for the moment reserved its
judgment "on the matter. The
names of five policemen

involved in the abduction were
also forwarded to the apex court
today by the complainants.

Mr Sareen took everyone by
surprise when he himself ple-
aded before the Supreme Court
bench that the investigation of
the case should be handed over
to the “CBI or any other
independent agency.”

Admitting that’ the Punjab
police had been unable to trace
the missing leader, Mr Sareen
said, “We ourselves are very
keen to know about what has
happened to Mr Jaswant Singh
Khalra.”

A stunned Mr R S Sodhi; cou-
nsel for Mr Khalra's wife, said
that either the learned Advocate
General was being “very fair or
he does not realise what he is
saying,” ?

Mr Sodhi argued that when
the State government itself
admits that it cannot maintain
law and order, or, it has no
power over its police force the
situation  reflects a Con-
stitutional breakdown. Clearly
the government is unfit to carry
cut-its foremost Constitutional
function of ensuring the safaty
of its citizens, he added.

Mr Sareen was on the defen-

sive and said that be bad asle
for the CBI invesiization Set
ause’ the complainants B
boured so much distrust sgsine
the State g;éﬁdlmmenl.

Justice ip Si guipped
that it was nnlp thet'lu?huh f==4
the state appeared to be in e
gri}g of police terror.

efence counsel submimed
that there was '“direct rivaley"™
between Mr Khalra and the
controversial Tarn Taran police
chief, Mr Ajit Singh u, as
the former' had been Instra-
mental in collecting evidence

Contd, on p 9 col1

suspected to have been

AT, L - =

Probe sought into
Khalra case

Contd. fromp1col 8
regarding the killing of youths
in golice custody. These youths
had been later cremated as

“unclaimed”  at
expense.

Mr Khaba a human rights
activist had also enabled sev-
eral victims of police atrocities
to move the High Court for
redress and this had put Mr
Sandhu in a tight spot. Mr
Sandhu had then managed to
wangle a second unprecedented
posting to the Tarn Taran police
district, even as court cases and

a CBl enquiry were pendin
against him for his pallegeg
eXCesses. ¢
_ Mr Sodhi pleaded that a fair
investigation could not be con-
ducted into the case as long as
Mr Sandhu continued to be
}i{osted‘as the SSP of Tarn Taran,
he witnesses were too scared
to come forward and testify, he
added.

municipal

The Amritsar police who
were also looking into the mat-
ter, as Mr Khalra had been pic-
ked up from the city, had earlier
submifted an affidavit saying
that the complainants were not
co-operating with them.

Defence counsel said that the
police had been informed about
the abduction and names of five
of the suspects had been given
to them. “What else can we do
fo co-operate ? He questioned.
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NHRC

probe into

activists’ abduction

HT Correspondent

110: 5o

CHANDIGARH, Nov. 9
% The National Human Rights
Commission has begun a formal in-

uiry into the alleged abduction of

. Buman Right activist Jaswant Singh

_Khalra from Amritsar on Sept. 6.

is is in addition to the Supreme
~ourt probe alread ordered into
the case. Senior NHRC officials are
fn Amritsar making inquiries, re-
ports here said.

& The alleged abduction of the Hu-

fian Right activist by the police has
ecome an embarrassing issue for
¢ Punjab Government.

= The Chief Minister, Mr Harchar-

&n Singh Brar who has declared that

fie would not only try to restore

erder but impose rule of law, finds

fio answer to this. This is indeed a

fest-case in which both the Supreme

Court and the National Human

Rights Committee Commission

have shown keen interest.

In addition, over 70 world orga-
nisations including Amnesty Inter-
national and Asia Watch have writ-
téh to the Chief Minister protesting
against the alleged abduction by a

lice party.

In fact, the international ramifica-
tion of the case are now becoming
oo evident to the State Govern-
ment. The United States Ambassa-
dor in India, Frank Wisner, during
Hi§ visit to Amritsar made anxious
in‘?uiries from the police and civil
offi “We are deeply concerned

3
i
b

iCeTs.
by Mr Khalra’s disappearance”, he
repeatedly told these officers. The
Chief Minister’s office is unable to
send any satisfactory reply in this
case to anyone.

- Mr Khalra perhaps single handed-
lyinvestigated the disappearance of
over 3,000 persons during the past
some years, particularly in Amritsar
area.

After detailing the records of the
cremation grounds in Amritsar,
Tam Taran and other places, he
convincingly pointed out that the re-
cords bear no names and all these
were just unindentiied youngmen
and women whom the police
thought to be the militants.

“After eliminating them in cold
blbod, they were cremated here.

These revelations not only attracted
wide attention in India but was re-
ported in other countries too. Some
police officers never liked Mr Khal-

ra.

Admitting a writ petition, the
Supreme Court directed the Punjab
Government to trace and present
Mr Khalra. The advocate general
M. L. Sarin who personally
appeared and promised the Sup-
reme Court to supervise the search
also added to the importance of the
case.

But the Government is struck
here. Punjab Police chief K. PisS:
Gill denied that any police party
abducted the Human Rights cham-
pion. Mr Khalra’s wife, his friends
and senior Akali leaders assert that
he was picked up from his Kabir
Park house by men in Khaki in a
Maruti van which was followed by a
police Gypsy.

The family
Rajiv Singh have provided complete
details including the names of the
five police officials to the highest
court. But Mrs Paramjit Kaur, Mr
Khalra's wife has refused to give
these names to the police. Mr Sarin
alleged that she was not cooperating
in the investigation.

On the other hand, Mrs Paramjit
Kaur Khalra asserted that she could
not reveal all this to the Punjab
Police who is otherwise charged
with. abduction. Those concerned
with the case fear police reprisals.

Senior police officers here main-
tain that Mr Khalra was not picked
up by the police from Amritsar or
Tarn Taran but may be from some
other district. This has been happen-
ing in Punjab too often.

A police party from one district
raids and picks up peol;])le without
informing anyone in that district.
This leads to several problems and
seniors here have to intervene to
sort out.

Three brothers of Mrs Racchpal
Kaur and widow of the late aide of
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale were
;Snckcd up from Gurdaspur. While

upreme Court is taking to task the
police in that district, they were
essentially picked by a police party
from another district. “‘Same could
be ((irue in this case”, a senior officer
said.

FRoAY - Nov 10,1998

and an eye witness,
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NHRC probe into
activists’ abduction

HT Correspondent

(R

s CHANDIGARH, Nov. 9
The National Human Rights
%ommjssirm has begun a formal in-
uiry into the alleged abduction of
Human Right activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra from Amritsar on Sept. 6.
This is in addition to the Supreme
€ourt probe already ordered into
e case. Senior NHRC officials are
in Amritsar making inquiries, re-
gorts here said.
The alleged abduction of the Hu-
an Right activist by the police has
come an embarrassing issue for
she Punjab Government.
:# The Chief Minister, Mr Harchar-
"anSingh Brar who has declared that
she would not only try to restore
-erder but impose rule of law, finds
o“answer to this. This is indeed a
:%g-case in which both the Supreme
1Court and the National Human
Rights Committee Commission
have shown keen interest.

In addition, over 70 world orga-
‘nisations including Amnesty Inter-
inational and Asia Watch have writ-
‘ten to the Chief Minister protesting
against the alleged abduction by a
pelice party.

In fact, the international ramifica-
.tion of the case are now becoming
too evident to the State Govern-
ment. The United States Ambassa-
dor in India, Frank Wisner, during
his' visit to Amritsar made anxious
inquirics from the police and civil
onf%‘éers. *“We are deeply concerned
by Mr Khalra’s disappearance”, he
-repeatedly told these officers. The
(Chief Minister’s office is unable to
;send any satisfactory reply in this
case to anyone.

_Mr Khalra perhaps single handed-
ly investigated the disappearance of
oyer 3,000 persons during the past
some years, particularly in Amritsar
area.

After detailing the records of the
cfémation grounds in Amrifsar,
T4 Taran and other places, he
convincingly pointed out that the re-
cords bear no names and all these
were just unindentified youngmen
and women whom the police
thought to be the militants.

bAfter eliminating them in' cold

bfdod, they were cremated here.

These revelations not only attracted
wide attention in India but was re-
ported in other countries too. Some
police officers never liked Mr Khal-
Ta.

Admitting a writ petition, the
Supreme Court directed the Punjab
Government to trace and present
Mr Khalra. The advocate general
M. L. Sarin who personally
appeared and promised the Sup-
reme Court to supervise the search
also added to the importance of the
case.

But the Government is struck

here. Punjab Police chief K. P. S. |

|

Gill denied that any police gar‘(y |
c

abducted the Human Rights cham-
pion. Mr Khalra’s wife, his friends

and senior Akali leaders assert that §

he was picked up from his Kabir
Park house by men in Khaki in a
Maruti van which was followed by a
police Gypsy.

The family and an eye witness, .,
Rajiv Singh have provided complete .

details including the names of the
five police officials to the highest
court. But Mrs Paramjit Kaur, Mr

Khalra’s wife has refused to give

these names to the police. Mr Sarin
alleged that she was not cooperating
in the investigation.

On the other hand, Mrs Paramjit
Kaur Khalra asserted that she could
not reveal all this to the Punjab
Police who is otherwise charged
with abduction. Those concerned
with the case fear police reprisals.

Senior police officers here main-
tain that Mr Khalra was not picked
up by the police from Amritsar or
Tarn Taran but may be from some
other district. This has been happen-
ing in Punjab too ofien.

A police party from one district
raids and picks up people without
informing anyone in that district.
This leads to several problems and
seniors here have to intervene to
sort out.

Three brothers of Mrs Racchpr
Kaur and widow of the late aide
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale * <
[S)ickcd up ﬁ’om Gurdaspur. ’

upreme Court is taking to *
police in that district, tr
essentially picked by ap, 4
from another district. ** 4
be true in this case”, a__ "%‘l
said. o
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not known, SC told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, Nov 3: The
Punjab Government has filed an
affidavit before the Supreme
Court stating that the wher-
eabouts of Mr Jaswant Singh
Khalra, general secretary of the
human rights wing ‘of the
Shiromani Akali Dal who is
missini:ince September, were
not yet own,

The affidavit was filed by the
government yesterday follow-
ing an earlier directive by the
Supreme Cotrt, - was learimt
here today.

The counsel on behalf of Mr
Khalra had named five police

ersonnel, who were on leave,
or their alleged role in “abd-
ucting” Mr Khalra. The state
govermmeny, m 1S alfidaviy, has
said that it has inquired into the
matter and have found that all
of them were present at their
* place of posting at different

laces on the day of ‘his

‘abduction”,

The affidavit las also stated
that the wife of Mr Khalra was
not cooperating with the inv-

2 estigating agencies.




‘Punjab cops hand in custodial deaths’

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

three cremation grounds in
Amritsar revealed that the police
had cremated about 3,000 bodies

THE HUMAN Rights wing of the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Monday charged the Punjab Poli-
ce with “‘extra-judicial killings"”
and said this can be proved by the
[act that there was a connection
between the disappearance of a
large number of poople and the
cremation of thousands of sup-
posedly “'unidentified and uneclal-
med" bodies
Addressing a Press conference
here, SAD's human rights wing
secretary Juspal Singh Dhillon
said a study of the official records
ch as birth and death registers,
nicipal corporation cremation
A0t rocords and firewood pur-
. regisiers maintained at

1992-94,

“That the conduct of the Pun-
jab potice is malafide and wilful is
evident from the fact that they
have violated the elementary pro-
cedures to be observed under
law to notify persons and authori-
ties and 10 make detalled descrip-
tions before dealing with dead
bodies that are stated to be uni-
dentified”, sald their lawyer
Ashok Aggarwal,

According to him, a dead body
can be said 10 be ‘unidentified
and unclaimed’ only aftor follow-
ing detailed provedures and “not
by just & bland staiement in the
obscurity of & register in a crema-
tion ground”, he sald,

“Many of the bodies listed as

‘unidentified snd  unclaimed’
have the name of the person or
sometimes the name of his father
or even the name of his village
written against it. Then how
could the body haye been uniden-
tified or unclaimed,” asks Mr

rwal.

“When the crematlons were
done the police used to cordone
off the eremation grounds not glv-
ing anyons a chance to see the
bodles. The workers at the crema-
tion ground had said that more
than one body was burnt on &
pyre,"” sald Mr Dhillon.

Mr Amrik Singh Muktsar, vice
chalrman of the wing said that
the general seeretary of tho wing
Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra who
was closely assoclstod with the
investigations into these mass
cremations had been picked up

by the Punjab Police as a retalia-
tory tactic against human rights’
activists. *“This has caused panic
and loss of confidence in those
who had earlier come forward to
file affidavits on the disappearan-
ce of their family members,” he
claimed.

A case was filed in the Supre-
me Court regarding these disap-
pearnnces and mass cremations
by the Committee for Information
and Initiative on Punjab, consti-
tuted by the Dal's human rights’
wing which resulted in the sorv-
ing of notices 10 the State of Pun-
Jjab, Mr K P S GlII and the SSPs of
the three police districts of Amrit-
sar and the CBI was ordéred to
carry out an enquiry, said Mr
Dhillon.

“Those who gave evidence to
CBI started disappearing and so

we appealed for protection of the
witnesses and tha court had pass-
ed an order for their proteetion,”
he sald

Four relatives of the disappear-
ed who have joined the Commit-
tee were present at the Pross con-
ference and the members of the
human rights wing expressed
coneern for their safety.

Baldev Singh s one of the [our
relatives, whose son, Pargat
Singh, the'police is said to have
taken into illegal detention on
Soptember 19, 1990, and cremat-
od as unidontifled and unclsimed.

Baldev Singh was & soldier in 9
Punjab Regiment and was forced
to retire after being Injured in the
1965 war against Pakistan, His
daughter had been Indin's star
weight-lifter.
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Punjab cops ‘silence
rights activists’

Tribune News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 — The Delhi-
based Committee for Information
and Initiative on Punjab today
alleged that the Punjab police had
unleashed atrocities by sliencing hu-
man rights workers and the indepen-
dent witnesses. It was also behind the
disappearance of a large number of
people and the cremation of ‘sup-
posedly’ unidentified bodies, the
committee alleged.

Talking to newsmen here, members
of the secretariat of the body, includ-

ing Mr Tapan Bose and Mr Jaspal
Singh ghxllon, cha:.rmanT kv ofs the hu-
manng tswmgo e then m
ni Akali Dal in 1994, alleged that
about 3,000 bodies had been cre-
mated in Amritsar district alone dur-
ing 1992-94.

The official records — Births and
Deaths registers, municipal corpora-
tion cremation records and the fire-
wood purchase registers — main-
tained that a large number of people
had been cremated as unidentified
and unclaimed bodies, they added.

The members pyoﬂueed some rela-
tives of the persons cremated, The
relatives alleged that they were not
given the bodies in spite of their

0 to tﬂé"éohne atithorities for

Th&manbers gfo levelled charges
cs

: adopted by the
gmﬂdb ﬁo t’ ghts

made mvesnga-
s and to

C:tmg an exnmple they said Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, a prominent
Akali leader and human rights activ-
ist was picked up on September 6,
1995, by uniformed commandos of
the Punjab police. They said Mr
Khalra was abducted and held ille-
gally and tortured by the Tarn Taran
police district till September 22.

Rights body flays
Punjab Police

NEW DELHI, Oct. 16 (HTC)
In a scathing attack on the Punjab
police, the Committee for Informa-
tion and Initiative on Punjab, 2 hu-
man rights organisation, has alleged
that the police in the State was re-
nsible for the “abduction and
p ance” of a large number of

Aocord.mg to a statement of the
committee, the Punjab police was
also trying to “silence human rights
workers and independent witnes-
ses” who could give vital evidence
into the mysterious disappearances.

As an example, it said that Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, general
secretary of Shiromani i Dal’s
human rights wing who had been
closely associated with investiga-
tions in various “crimes” of the

lice, was ““picked up” on Sept. 6

y “uniformed commandos of the

Punjab police™.
. The committee also alleged that
in  Amritsar  district  alone,
thousands of “unclaimed/
unidentified” bodies had been cre-
mated by the police.

The committee said the “abduc-
tion” of Mr Khalra was led by Tarn
Taran SP Surinder Pal Smgh along
with SHO of Manochahal
tion Jasbir Singh and SH of Chah
al police station Satnam Singh who
‘“enjoy notoriety in the arca”.
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Punjab cops ‘silence :
‘rights activists’:

Tribune News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 — The Delhi-
based Committee for Information
and Initiative on Punjab ioday
alleged that the Punjab police had
unleashed atrocities by sliencing hu-
man rights workers aad the indepen-
dent witnesses, It was also behind the
disappearance of a large number of
people and the cremation of 'sup-~
posedly' unidentified bodies, the
commiitee alleged.

Talking to newsmen here, members
of the secretanat of the body, includ-

ing Mr Tapan Bose and Mr Jaspal
Singh Dhillon, chairman of the hu-
man rights wing of the then Shiroma-
ni ‘Akali Dal in" 1994, alleged  that
about 3,000 bodies had been cre-
mated in Amritsar district alone dur-
ing 1992-94.

The official records — Births and
Deaths registers, municipal corpora-
tion cremation records and the fire-
wood purchase registers — main-
tained that a large number of people
had been cremated as unidentified
and unclaimed bodies, they added.

The me'nbers produced some rela-
tives of the persons cremated. The
relatives alleged that they were not
given the bodies in spite of .their
petition' 1o the") pohce amhorities for
the same.” i

The: "nemberﬁ also Ievellod charges
of retaliatory tactics adopted by the
Punjab polite against' human rights
attivists Wwho had' made investiga-
tions) and souglit fo expose the mis-
deedd in the matler.

Citing an example, they said Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, a prominent
Akali leader and human rights activ-1
ist was picked up on September 6,
1595, by uniformed commandos of
the Punjab police. They said Mr
Khalra was abducted and held ille-
gally and tortured by the Tarn Taran
police district till September 22.
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Voluntary organisation

From Our Staff Reporter
NEW DELHI, Oc.t. 16.

The police, the Committee alleged, had been
Systematically picking up people, destroying
them and disposing of their bodies without even
intimating their relatives. This, it said, was

me out by official records - birth and death
registers, municipal corporation cremation rec-
ords and the firewood purchase register main-
tained at cremation grounds. .

At a press conference here today, Mr. Ram
Narain Kumar — g social worker and committee
member — said the local police had adopted
retaliatory tactics against the human rights ac-
tivists Investigating the cases and seeking to ex-
pose their misdeeds, Citing one instance, he said
the Shiromani Akali_Dal's Human Rights"
Wing's Genera] Secretary, Mr, Jaswant Singh
Khalra, who had been closely associated with
the investigations, was taken away by Punjab
police commandos on September 6 and his
whereabouts till date are not known.

The authorities haye neither formally ac-
knowledged Khalra's abduction, nor have his

Indicts Punjab police

relatives received authentic information on his
Whereabouts, Mr. Kumar said,

Mr. Jaspal Singh, member of the Human
Rights Wing of the Shiromani Akali Dal, said the
committee’s findings were base i

dded.
Sixtyfive-year-old Mr. Baldev Singh, who wag
present at the press conference, alleged that his
i taken into custody by
r 19, 1990, and sub-
sequently killed in a *“fake” encounter,
said he managed to reach the cremation ground
where the police were cremaiing his son’s body
as that of an unidentified person.

Similarly, Ms. LakhvinderKaur's son, Hardev
Singh, was picked up by Punjab police comman-

eptember 22, 1992, when he was on his
way to the house of Surindar Pal Singh Cheema,
a Parliamentary candidate for the aborted elec-
tions of May 1991, Ms, Kaur fears that her son
has been killed ang cremated as an unidentified
person,

Two others, whose fanily members hag met
with a similar fate, had come from Amritsar for
the press conference lere at “great personal
risk”,
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'S.C..notice to Gill
~on killings

+ NEW DELHI, Oct. 13. — The
Supreme Court today issued
notices on a petition, seeking an

! in%uiry into “unlawful killings”

and disposal of bodies as

' “unclaimed” in Punjab from

. June, 1984 to June 1994, reports

" UNL

«  The notices, returable within
four weeks, were issued by a
division bench comprising Mr
; Justice G.N. Ray and Mr Justice
. G.T. Nanavati to Director Gen-
eral of Punjab Police, K.P.S. Gill
and senior superintendents of
police of Taran Taran, Amrisar

Information and Initiative on
Punjab had alleged that more
than 3,000 bodies had been
cremated by the Punjab Police
after declaring them as uni-
dentified during this period.

The petitioner submitted that
the police in the State did not
follow the proceduire prescribed
under the law for the disposal of
unclaimed bodies,

The organisation also prayed
for an inquiry into the matter

‘and compensation to the next of

kin of the deceased, who were

and Majitha districts.

allegedly  killed in fake
i The petitioner, Committee for

encounters, = . l L{ OCT! q Q S
HINDUSTAN

TMMES
¢ SC notice to !2;
BHHB T I Punjab cops |

b
g nEFEg NEW DELHI: The Supreme |
%Kg'ﬂ'?g} H:I:;?H ia'a 3 S’; ; . Court toda_\'kjssued notices (;gtg {
: 'uam;. 3 = e/ ition secking an inquiry 1
= E i ! Eiglawful killinggs" and disposal !
i T5 1984 3 35 1994 39 { of over 3,000 dead bodies as “‘un-
| e fey IS T I claimed” in Punjab by State
13- 2 | police from June 1984 to June
{ 1994, reports HTC. W
{ _ The notices, returnable within
| fourweeks, wereissued by a divi-
| sion bench comprising Mr Justice
| G.N. Ray and Mr Justice G. T.
{ Nanavati to Director-General of
| Punjab Police, Mr K. P. S. Gill
: and Senior Superintendents of
| Police of Tarn Taran, Amritsar
and Majitha districts. .

The petitioner, the Committee
for Information and Initiative on
Punjab, had alleged that more
than 3,000 bodies had been cre-
mated by the Punjab police after
declaring them as unidentified
during the past one decade.
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' Amnesty

demands

Khalra’s release

NEW DELHI, Sept 12 (UND) —
Amnesty International has sought the
intervention of Home Minister S B.
Chavan and Punjab Chief Minister
Harcharan Singh Brar for the release
of Akali Dal Human Rights Wing
General Secretary Jaswant Singh
Khalra.

Mr Khalra was taken into police
custody in Amritsar on September 6.

In an appeal to them, Amnesty
International expressed fears about
Mr Khalra’s safety, saying: “He has
not been produced before a magis-
trate so far and his relatives have not
been officially informed about his
whereabouts.”

According to the human rights
body, Mr Khalra had been *picked
up” by the police as he had filed a
petition against the state police in the
Punjab and Haryana High Court in
January, alleging that some indi-
viduals described as “disappeared”
were actually cremated in Amritsar
district as “unclaimed bodies”.

Meanwhile the National Human
Rights Commission C) has
taken cognizance of the “disappear-

———_ s, | NETS

ance” of Mrs Gurme] Kaur (70},
mother of slain Bhindranwale Tigers
Force of Khalistan (BTFK) chief
Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, two
years ago and asked the Puniab Gaov-
ernment o submit a detailed report
in this regard within a month.
The NHRC sent a communication
to the Punjab Chief Secretary last
week in this regard along with =
letter from Amnesty International,
appearing in the Letiers to Editor
column of an Indian newspaper, the
commission sources said here today.

Amnesty International, in its letter,
said Mrs Gurmej Kaur and members
of her family, including her husband,
were taken in custody in June, 1992,
when Manochahal and his accom-
plices were still operating in the
Amritsar area

Manochahal was killed in an en-
counter with the police on February
28, 1993, at Rataul village in Amrit-
sar district. '

Amnesty International said Mrs
Gurmej Kaur’s family was fieid in
detention at Verowal police station
till she was separated from her family
on March 17, 1993, and since then her
“whereabouts have been unknown?”.

In another case, the commission
has decided to intervene in the pend-
ing proceedings in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court relating to the
disappearance of Mr Harjit Singh, an
employee of the Punjab State Eieo-
tricity Board. He was alleged to have
been arrested by the police on April
29, 1992.

In this case too, Amnesty Interna-
tional had expressed concern over
slow legal proceedings initiated in
October, 1992, to clarify his where-
abouts after his alleged arrest.

The commission sources said it had
appointed a senior advacate of Chan-
digarh ‘to move the court with a
request to fix a date by which ihe
report should be submitted by the

_ Sessions Judge, Chandigarh.
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- SC notice to
Punjab police
on Khalra issue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept 11: The
Supreme Court has issued notice
to the Punjab police and the
Home Secretary in connection
with the alleged kidnapping of
the General Secretary of the
Akali Dal Human Rights Wing,
Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra, by the
police.

Treating the telegram sent by
the SGPC president. Mr Gurc-
haran Singh Tohra, as a habeas
corpus petition, the Division
Bench headed by Justice Kuldip
Singh said: “‘Issue notice to
Home Secretary, Punjab, Direc-
tor General of Police and SSP
Amritsar. Returnable within one
week."” -

The judges further stated: ‘-
‘Mr R.S. Sodhi, who is present
in the court, states he has also
filed a petition in this court in
this respect’”’. Mr Sedhi is the
ecounsel for Mr Khalra’s wife,
Mrs. Paramjit Kaur, who has
moved the habeas corpus in the
Apex Court.

It has been alleged that the
Taran Tarn police had picked up
Mr Khalra from Amritsar using
the assassination of Beant Singh

as an excuse.

However, the Taran Taran po-
lice wanted to settle scores with
Mr Khalra as he had enabled se-
veral victims of police excesses
to file cases in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court which had
put the SSP, Mr Sandhu, in a
tight spot.

Mr Khalra had also been inst-
rumental in gathering documen-
tary evidence of deaths in police
custody which had proved that
most of the missing youths in
Punjab had actually been killed.

It is alleged that since this had
disproved Mr K.P.S. Gill’s the-
ory that these youths had iilegal-
ly migrated abroad, the police
wanted to get back at Mr Khalra.

Yesterday, an Akali Dal dele- |
gation led by the SGPC presid-
ent had met the Punjab
Governor, Lt Gen B.K.N. Chib-
ber, and requested him to inter-
vene in the matter and have Mr
Khalra released from police
custody.

Mrs Khalra has alleged in her
petition that her husband was pi-
cked up by the Taran Tara police
on September 6 in a van (DNB
5969) accompanied by pelicem-
en.
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Chalsa

s Govt,

release

CISONErs

Staff Reporter
New Delni
THE BAEBAR Khals« Internatio-
nzi (5K on Wednesday warned
the Unicr Govern:ent that it
should immediately rvelease (o
persons arresied by the Punjab
Police falilng which they would
-have 1o facs the. CORSOGUENICES.

In a fax message 1y uewspaser
oifices here from Geriany, BEl's
Germany branch General Secre-
tary Bhupcnder Singh Pehelwan
said thetwo persuns — Onkar
Singh and J Singh Kalra

Gp Ly ihe Funjab

» edded thai Xalra had
“disappearcd afior Leing picked
up by the polic ¢

The stateient also referred to
the recent World Six! Conferen-
ce in Amritsar on Sertember 29
‘where the BKI's vifws were

iicly read cut. Its views pertai-
1ed to the suppression of the Sikh
commuily by the *secular Indi-
in state” — vacticulariy those of
& section of the community that
desirsd punidence for the

The staten:en: said these views
were aired 4s wny person was
ize "to ex:iress his opinion.
Earlier, canference convenor
Jathedar Bliai Manjeet Singh had
roquesled thit those who wanted
their views te be expressed at the
gathering wers to scad their
represeniatives or send  their
vicws io be 1cad out.

The BKI categorically said that
no duress was applied for the pur-
p6se and noone was threatened
to have their (3KI's) views aired.

Since many persons wanted to
express their opinions, there was
noi suilicient time for their state-
menis to be read out at the coni.
rence, the message said.

So, copies of the statement
were distributed among the parti-
cipants. It wss later, when the
organisers realised that there
was sufficient time, that one of
the participants, Prof Onkar
Singh, read the staiement on
Yeu: AP
The BKI claime
their views had “irked the Indian
Government, . Therefore, Prof
Onkar Singh hus been picked up
by the Punjab Police and his fari-
ly was being harassed.” It added
that “Mr Jaswant Singh Kaira
has disappearcd after he' was
picked up by the police”,

It clainied that “whatever we
are doing is in accordance with
the Babbar Khalsa'a constitution .
and the German Constitution, We
have the support of persons like
Mr F' W d'Klerk, who had foughit
against apariheid, and Mr Yitz-
hak Rabin. India needs people
like them 10 end the discrimina-
tion against the Sikhs.” The orga-
nisation denied involvement in
the assassination of former Pun-
jab Chief Minister Beant Singh.
"The Indian Government is
thrusting the blame for the killing

d that airing of

on BKL" it added.
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Manngbg%dal flay

CHHAPAR (Ludhiana), Sept 9: The Akali lead-
ers of all hues, today, criticised the Centre and the
Punjab Government for resorting to largescale ar-
rests in the state, following the assassination of the
Chief Minister, Mr Beant Singh.

Mr Parkash Singh Badal and Mr Simranjit Singh
Mann, speaking at two different conferences or-
ganised by the Akali Dal (Badal) and Akali Dal
(Mann) respectively warned that this repression
would prove counterproductive.

They appealed to the government to change its
perception of the Punjab problem in the light of the
August 31 blast, treating it purely as a law and or-
derissueand find a political solution in order to es-
tablish lasting peace in the border state.

Only two political conferences were held at this
famous fair of the Malwa at Chhapar, for the first-
time, in the absence of the Congress and the
Communists.

Both conferences by rival Akali factions drew
equally large crowds though neither took the ser-
vices of Bhadis to attract people.

Both the factions made scathing attacks on each
other, while claiming themselvés to be champions
of Panthic unity. Almost all speakers at the Akali
Dal (Badal) conference, seeing the good turn-outat
therival meet, made a fervent a%peal to MrMannto
tgﬁve up this obstinacy and join hands with them in

e interest of the people and the state.
The president of the Shiromani Gurdwara

KULVINDER KULAR

largescale arrests

Parbandhak Committee, Mr Gurcharan Singh
Tohra, Mr Jagdev Singh Talwandi and Mr Kuldip
Singh Wadala were forthright in claiming that they
had not abandoned the Amritsar Declaration. Mr
Wadala and Mr Talwandi, said this declaration
could be adopted as a long term party goal, if Mr
Mann joined them,

Mr Mannregretted yesterday’s statements of the
Union Home Minister, Mr S. B. Chavan and the
Punjab Chief Minister, Mr Harcharan Singh Brar,
zsseéting that terrorism would be dealt with an iron

and. -

He said there was no terrorism in the state, but it
was a problem of the Sikhs. This problem had been
there Tight from the days of the British and that
Mahatama Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru
made promises to Sikh leadersbutlater backed out.

Flaying the arrest of human rights’ activist, Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, and others during the last
one week, he said the government was again trying
to revive the atmosphere of terrorism in the state.
Urging the government to stop this “witch-hunt’,
he asserted that his party would strongly oppose it.

Talking to media persons, he refused to con-
demn the killing of Mr Beant Singh, saying the mat-
ter was still under investigation. :

He criticised Mr Badal and Mr Tohra for their
opportunisr.. MrMannsaid, Mr Badal by attending'.
MrBeant Singh’s cremation, had shown thathe was
steering the party towards the Congress. He dubbed
suchleaders as well as the Cgngress and the BJP as

5 Qs 5 Lo
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PM urge

d to hold

talks with Akalis

From Sarbjit Singh
Tribune News Service s

CHAPAR (Ludhiana), Sept B —
While Mr Simranjit Singh Mann,
addressing a political conference
here today, urged the Prime Minister,
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, to initiate a
political dialogue with his party in
the light of the Amritsar declaration
1o solve the Punjab problem, the
leadership of the Akali Dal headed by
Mr Parkash Singh Badal said that the
party's struggle against the central
and state governments would con-
tinue until a federal structure was set
up in the country in letter and in
spirit.

Mr Mann said the happenings in
the past two weeks had once again
proved the point that Punjab was a
political problem. He was indirectly
bmten-mg1 ing to the Chandigarh bomb

ast.

He said that the Centre should find
a political solution to the Punjab
issue in the light of the Amritsar
declaration and should not resort to
counter-terrorism by starting the
process of arresting Sikh youths and
torturing them in police stations. He
said that by solying th jab issue
at the political level both Punjab and
«India could live in peace.

Launching an attack on the lead-
ership of the Akali Dal (Badal), espe-
cially Mr Gurcharan Singh Tohra
and Mr Parkash Singh Badal, Mr
Mann said that they were cowards
and “fake” representatives of the
Sikhs. He said that by turning their
backs towards the Amritsar declara-
tion, Mr Tohra and Mr Badal had
stabbed the Sikh Panth in the back.

Mr Mann also took to task the
acting Jathedar of Akal Takht and
said that Prof Manjit Singh had
failed to live up to the expectations of
the Panth. He said that Professor
Manjit Singh did not stand by the
Amrifsar declaration as he was fear-
ing that the Centre would cancel his
passport. He criticised the Akal
Takht Jathedar for rousing a colony
at Anandpur Sahib to sell plots.

Mr Mann safid Mr Badal and other
Akali leaders who went to attend the
¢remation of Beant Singh had proved
that they had a “soft” corner for the

| Congress. They were earlier hobnob-
ing with the BJP, Mr Mann said. He
said both Mr Badal and Mr Barnala
should apologise for attending the
cremation ceremony of Beant Singh
otherwise they should be gheraoed in
rural areas. He also demanded the
release of Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra,
a human rights activist, within 15
days lest he should start a morcha to
get him released.

Mr Mann said if his party formed
the government, it would get the
money of all Hindus returned within
a month which was allegedly ex-
torted by Congress MLAs and minis-
ters during the past three years. His
government would provide a clean
‘administration and the police would

be put under the civil administration.

Other significant issue raised by
Mr Mann was ing liquor vends.
He said Punjabi youths were being
destroyed by liquor and his party

He said that the Congress party
was responsible for crushing the
minorities in all states. He said that

gl and Kashmir, 5
Jab and other states like Assam had
been created by the Congress party
by following anti-minorities policies.
He said that the Union Home Minis-

ter, Mr SB. Chavan, was “issuing

threats to palice chiefs of punjab and
union territory Chandigarh because
the Centre wanted 1o launch a cam-
paign against Sikh youths under the
pm}sxt of the Chandigarh bomb blast

would start a ign for
liquor vends closed.

Both the Akali Dal headed by Mr
Mann and the Akali Dal headed by

Mr Tohra said that hundreds of -

Sikh youths had been arrested. He
a. - 5 :'the 3, A%

Mr Badal had organised their confer-
ences separately but adjacently at the
fair. No other party had organised
the conference. A mere 20 km from
here, the Congress party had today

ganised a bhog iy of the late
Punjab Chief Minister, Mr Beant
Singh, at Payal.

While Mr Mann made a sharp
attack on the rival Akali Dal headed
by Mr Badal, the entire leadership of
the Akali Dal (Badal), including Mr
Kuldeep Singh Wadala, Mr Jagdey
Singh Talwandi, Mr Surjit Singh
Barnala and Mr Tohra, at the confer-
ence made passionat; Is to Mr

2! of
Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra. He
warned the government that if it did
not stop torturing and arresting the
Sikh youths, it would generate great
Tesentment in the state. 3
Mr Badal said that within a short
period the campaign “Punjab bachao
- Congress bhajao” would become a
big storm which would mark the end
of Congress rule in the state. He
called upon the party rank and file to
not to make hot speeches and slogans
as these things were of no use. Mr
Badal said that struggle should be
Tun with a true spirit and wisdom for
hieving the ultimate victory, There

Mann to join hands with them to set
up an Akali government in-the state
by winning the next elections.

was no use of giving “hot” political

programmes as such programmes
failed to achieve anything.

Almost the entire gx leadership of
the Akali Dal headed by Mr Badal
tried to explain that with the death of
Beant Singh; their struggle in the
state had r%g! ended. They said they
were fighting against the Congress
for the past three or four decades.
And as Beant Singh also represented
the programmes and policies of the
Congress party in the state, they had
been fighting to dethrone him from
the seat of power but had not fighting
against him as an individual,

Making things clear for the new
Chief Minister, Mr Harcharan
Brar, the Akali leaders said all those
who had been representing the Con-
gress as Chief Minister in the state
were a handle of the axe of the
Congress party which it was using
against Punjab and Punjabis.

Addressing the conference Mr
Tohra said that he was ready to leave
Punjab and settle in some other state
if Mr Mann and Mr Badal can nmx

together. He was saying thi
Evahl;tlz replying to Mr Mann’s allega-
tions that Mr Tohra had created rift
between him (Mr Mann) and Mr
Badal. Mr Tohra said that all what
was being said against him by Mr
Mann was untrue,

Attacking the Prime Minister in his
speech Mr Badal said that Mr Rao
was a “coward” as was clear from his
recent visit to Chandigarh. He said
that he had never visifed Punjab to
solve “the. Punjab issue. Nobody
should expect anything from him, Mr
Badal said. He added that the Akali
Dal had won all its earlier struggles
against the Centre and would also
won the present one. He said that the
Akali Dal wanted that entire system
should be changed and powers to
dismiss the state governments with
the Union Government should be
deleted from the Constituti i

He said that Akali rank and file
should work for forming the vern-
ment in the state and with this all
problems of the Punjab, Punjabis and
Sikhs would be solved. Mr Surjit
Singh Barnala, former Chief Minister
said that Mr Brar, Chief Ministér,
was also a puppet of the Centre and
he would not be allowed to com-
promise on the rights of the state.

Mr Kuldeep Singh Wadala, Mr
Jagdev Singh Talwandi, Mr Prem
Singh Chandumajra, Capt Kanwaljit
Singh, Mr Amrik Singh Aliwal and
mksm“ Singh  Thekedar also
spoke. >
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[ Mlssmg worker 9sep7, 1995
abducted by
police: SAD

AMRITSAR, Sept 8: The human rights
wing of the Shiromani Akali Dal has alleged
that its general secretary, Mr Jaswant Singh
Khalra, has been abducted by the Tarn
Taran police at the instance of the Senior
Superintendent of Police, Mr Ajit Singh
Sandhu. r : ¢

Addressing a press conference here
today, the chairman of the wing, Mr Jaspal
Singh Dhillon, said that Mr Khalra's

‘whereabouis were not known since he was
picked up on Wednesday evening.

He said there was a deep-rooted
conspiracy to eliminate him, adding that all
offorts to persuade the senior officers of the
Border Range to try and locate Mr Khalra
have proved futile.

Mr Dhillon alleged that the SSP and
other officers had repeatedly threatened Mr
Khalra with dire consequences and an
attack on his life. He said Mr Khalra had
consistently exposed the Tarn Taran police
and that was why he had been abductedito.
“settle scores”. e

" The Amritsar police chief, Mr Sumant
Kumar Goyal, when contacted, said a_case
had been ragistered on a complaint filed by
the wife of Mr Khalza under Section 365 of
the IPC at the Islamabad police station and
the matier was under inyestigation, $ENS
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The

The SGPC

Ping” of Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra,
general secretary, human right wing
of the Shiromani Akali Dal from his

residen:

ce in Kabir Park here on

Wednesday by the police and deman-
ded his immediate release,

In a
chief, Mr

joint statement, the SGPC
Gurcharan Singh Tohra,

and the secretary, Mr Manjit Singh
Calcutta, said here Yesterday that Mr
Eh

alra had been

because he had

lifted by the police
exposed the elimina-

tion of Sikh youths and apprised the
world of 25,000 unclaimed bodies,
sought the intervention of the

Punjal

Chief Minister, the Chief Jus-

tice of the Supreme Court, the Punjab

and Haryana

High Court and the

DGP, Punjab, to save the life of ifr
Khalra and appealed for his immedi-

ate and uncondi

“illegal” police

police excesses

itional release from
ustody.

Addressing a 50111( press conference

here, Mr Amrik

RIBUNE

Y8epT, 1995

3 Singh Muktsar and
few others alleged that Mr Khalra
was “kidnapped” from his residence
in Kabir Park area in a sky blue
Maruti van (DHB 5969) and a white
Dolice Gypsy. Mr Ajit Singh Sandhuy,
SSP, Tarn Taran, had threatened him
with dire co; uences. They had
met the IGP (Border), Mr D.R. Bhatti,
but nothing had been done to trace
Mr Khalra.

When contacted, Mr Bhatti said
that a case had baen registered at the
instance of the wife of Mr Khalra for
his kidnapping by “sonte unidenti-
fied” persons. N
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Notice issued to SSP

By Our Legal Correspondent.
CHANDIGARH, Aug 27 —

A Division Bench of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court, comprising
of Mr Justice G,S, Singhvi and Mr
Justice T.H.B. Chalapati, on Friday
issued notice to the Amritsar S.S.P.,
and S.H.O. Vijay Nagar police sta-
tion, Amritsar for August 30, 1995 in
a writ petition filed by Mala and
Menu two women of Amritsar seek-
ing the registration of a criminal case
against Mr Om Parkash Gabbar,
Municipal Commissioner, Amritsar
and others.

In the petition filed through Mr
Har Naresh Singh Gill, it was alleged
by Mala and Menu that they were
dragged from their house and kept in
illegal custody by Mr Balkar Singh,
S.HO. of the Vijay Nagar police
station. When the petitioners were
produced before the executive magis-
trate they submitted an affidavit
stating that Mr Gabbar wanted to
entice them for illicit relations to
which they objected. On coming to
know about it, Mr Gabbar became
agitated and at his instance the faces
of both petitioners were blackened.
They were also paraded in the market
with a garland of shoes around their
neck. The petitioners were beaten up
in the presence of the SHO. Efforts of

e petitioners io have a criminal

e registered against Mr Gabbar

" his supporters failed as he had

the support of ruling Congress party.

Mr Gill further submitted that
suchlike actions in a democracy like
ours was unheard of. As such the
Punjab government, should be
directed to register a criminal case
against Mr Gabbar and others and
adequate compensation be given to
the petitioners,

Migration plea
-dismissed

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court yesterday rejected the petition
of Sarabjit Kaur who claimed migra-
tion from Budha Dental Institute,
Magadh University to Government
Dental College, Patiala. Migration
was sought on the ground that the
petitioner had to seek admission out
of the State in 1990 because her
father who was a police officer, faced
threats from militants at that time.

Tt was stated in the petition that
Surjit Singh who remained posted as
SP (Zonal CID Patiala) played a
considerable role in curbing terror-
ism and due to this the family came
under extreme threat. In fact, her two
maternal uncles, Gurdip Singh and
Nachhattar Singh were killed by the
BTFK on June 21, 1992 in Fatehgarh
Sahib district.

The petitioner also claimed diseri-
mination against her as another

candidate Neelu Chhabra was
allowed to migrate from Patna to
Punjabi University, Patiala.

Mr Rajan Gupta with Mr Arvind
. counsel who represented
Punjabi University contented that
the petitioner had obtained admis-
sion to Budha Dental Institute and
now wanted to join a prestigious
institute through the back door.
Moreover no discrimination could be
claimed as Neelu Chhabra fulfilled
all conditions prescribed by the uni-
versity. There was no legal right
available to the petitioner to claim
migration.

After hearing, a bench comprising
Mr Justice R.P. Sethi and Mr Justice
N.K. Sodhi dismissed the petition.

The petitioner was represented by
Mr S.K. Sharma.

Notice issued

Mr Justice Swatantar Kumar
issued a notice of motion to the SSP,
Hoshiarpur, Jagtar Singh, Additional
SHO and Manmohan Singh, son of
Mrs Surjit Kaur Kalkat, Parliamen-
tary Secretary in the Ministry of
Beant Singh, Chief Minister, Punjab
on a criminal writ petition filed by
Sohan Lal seeking the registration of

a case.
Mr K.S. Dadwal, along with Mr
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US team visits

Tribune News Service
AMRITSAR, Aug 25 — A nine-
member US Human Rights team led
by Mr Maurice D. Hinchey, US Con-
gressman, today visited this border
district to study the situation.
 The team visited DAV Police Pub-

Amritsar

lic School, where the children of
militant vietims' families are study-
ing. The team also visited the Golden
Temple to pay their obeisance, as also
the Jallianwala Bagh. The team met
various deputations, including the
human rights wing of the Shiromani
Akali Dal and supporters of the Akali
leader, Mr Simranjit Singh Mann.

The team also met a number of
vietims of militants and listened to
their woes.

The General Secretary of the hu-
man rights wing of the Shiromani
Akali Dal, Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra,
alleged that the state administration
and the police had kept the visit of
the US team a “secret”. But he came
to know about the visit from the US
Embassy in New Delhi. In his 4-page
memorandum submitted to the team,
Mr Khalra dwelt upon state ter-
rorism.

The information officer of the Gol-
den Temple, Mr Amarijit Singh Grew-
al, apprised the visiting team about
the alleged discriminations against
the minorities in this country since
Independence in August, 1947,

Mr Daljit Singh Sandhu, a suppor-
ter of Mr Simranjit Singh, thanked
the US Congressmen for writing a
letter to the Indian Prime Minister
denouncing his detention in various
cases under TADA on alleged flimsy
grounds and seeking his release. He
impressed upon the visiting team to
prevail upon the Indian government
to accept all the genuine demands of
Sikhs and to restore their constitu-
tional and democratic rights.

The visiting team was bestowed the
“siropa” by the SGPC authorities.

Later the team visited the Wagah
border fo witness the retreat cere-
mony.
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Doctored post-mortem
reports worry NHRC

NEW DELHI, July 30 (PTI) — The
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has expressed serious con-
cern over the increasing incidents of
divergent post-mortem reports of
custodial deaths or deaths under
suspicious circumstances,

The commission had recenily con-

vened a meeting of top medical ex-
perts to discuss the issue of the law
enforcing agencies resorting to
second post-mortem in cases of un-
patural deaths.

This issue was discussed thread-
bare and suggestions were made to

ensure that the first post-mortem °
report was as foolproof as possible,’

Some of the members of the commis-
v_sion suggested to the experts from the

Medical Council of India {(MCI) to
look into whether the, post-mortem
was actually and properly done and
whether there was a delay in con-
ducting the post-mortem and the
possibility of manipulation to suit
“vested interests”, sources said.

When contacted, MCI sources said
they would present a report shortly to
the NHRC on the present position of
Post-mortem in the country and sug-
gestions regarding action {o be taken
on a short — term as well as long —
term perspective. ;

Taking cognizance of the two re-
cent cases in Tamil Nadu where
deaths of two Scheduled Caste
women and a nurse were altered from

L.;ﬁ—i'cides to suspicious death and
homicide respectively on the basis of
the second post-mortem reports, the
NHRC has decided to take up the
issue for serious consideration, the
sources said.

Even in the recent sensational
“tandoor” murder case in Delhi, two
post~-mortems were carried out on the

and chopped body of Naina
Sahni giving altogether different
findings.

In a number of incidents

mpecially
pertaining to custodial deaths, post-

mortem reports were “doctored” to
suit the interests of the police and
there were also inordinate delays in
Submitting them, the sources said.
" While the commission would seek
information regarding post-mortem
cases from all the states through a
proforma, the experts have been
asked to suggest the name of a doctor
.Who could be associated with an
inquiry into the custodial deaths in
Tihar Jail.
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‘Cops cremated bodies'
without sanction’

AMRITSAR, July 28 (PTI) — The
Human Rights wing of the Shiromani
Akali Dal today claimed that the
bodies of more than 25,000 Sikhs who
were eliminated by the Punjab Police
on the pretext of being militants or
their sympathisers, were cremated at
crematoriums throughout the state
by the cops themselves.

In a statement here today, the
Human Rights Organisation’s Gener-
al Secretary Jaswant Singh Khalra
said in Amritsar district alone 6017
‘unclaimed bodies’ were cremated by
the cops. Out of this 1135 were cre-
mated at the Jain Sabha cremation
grounds at the sub-divisional town of
Patti, 1915 at Tarn Taran town and

- another 2000 odd at the cremation
* grounds in Amritsar eity. The state-
ment said while records of these
unlawful cremations existed these
were not being made public.

The statement regretted that none

of the political parties or the judicial
courts had intervened to question the
right of the Punjab Police to cremate
the bodies in such fashion. The state-

(o YIS LY 11 -vy

ment called upon the Akali Dal chief
Parkash Singh Badal to take up this
issue with other political parties.
The four-page statement signed by
Mr Khalra further claimed that a
total of 17,634 Sikhs were detained
under TADA and more than 40,000
tortured inhumanly during the past
couple of years. A number of those
who were detained under TADA were
later released by the courts, the state-
ment said while urging those who
had been released to file compensa-
tion cases against the government.
The statement alleged that those
who had filed public interests litiga-
tion (PIL) petitions against the Pun-
jab Police were being harassed by
police officers.and were being press-
urised and bribed for withdrawing
these. The statement urged the courts
to expedite all pending PIL petitions.
The statement also eriticised Chief
Minister Beant Singh’s statement
that the government would protect
those police officers who were being
hauled up by the judicial courts. The
statement demanded that the courts
should take a serious note of this
statement of the Chief Minister,
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courts had intervened to question the
nghi of the Punjab Police to cremate
the bodies in such fashion. The state-

A Y Y uﬂﬁg!v

yeTarsTe 2 i
Sanclion
ment catled upon the Aknli Dal chief
Parkash Siarh 2adal to take up this
issue with niher pelitical parties,
The four-pize statement signed by
Mr Khalra further claimed that 2
ttal of 17 634 Nikhs were detamed
under TADA 2=4 mare than 40.000
tortured 1nquman- “ring the past
couple of vears A number of those
who were tietained under TADA were
Inter released by the courts, the state-
ment sad while urging those who
had been released to file compensa-
tion cases against the government,
The statement alleged that those
who had filed public interests litiga-
tion (PIL) patitinns nyainst the Pun-
1ab Police were being harassed ‘v
police ¢flicers and were being preis-
urised and bnbed for withdrawing
these. The statement urged the courts
10 expeaite all pending PIL petitions.
The statement also caticised Chief
Minister Beant Singh's statement
that the goverament would protect
these police officers who were being
hauled up by the jud:cial courts. The
stalement demanded that the courts
should take 3 senous note of this
stalement o! the Chief Minister
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(ﬂu oPEN LleTER % KPS G},LL)(_(O/\N’D)

punishment has been given to those responsible
for atrocities on men as well as women for
reasons having nothing to do with the fight,
against terrorism? The government should de- "
- fend the former type, but should the Jatter type,
' 100, be protected? 2
v <

What has provoked me to write this letter has
something to do with hockey, a game which I
too tried to play during my college days. [ must
say thatT did not like your becoming the Indian
Hockey Federation chief for only one reason,
1.c. every minute of yours was needed to evolve
a4 new strafegy for the new situation and for
making some amcnds, at leasi, for the wrong
done during the fight against terrorism. Also, I
considered highly objectionable the way the
_police officers were used to win the federation_
battle, In due course of time, 1 forgat about it all.
Recently, all this came back to my mind witha
bang.

A young girl of my town had cither Been
kidnapped, or enticed away by some persons,
After some days, the police registered an FIR.
The girl was sent to her parents' home in U.P. by
those who had taken her away. She was brought
to Amritsar, The police took her into custody on
the-valid ground that she would be sent for a
medical examination. T asked an officer why this
was being delayed. T was 101d that the police
force was busy in connection with a hockey
match being played in Guru Nanak Dev Univer-
sity onMay 31, where you as the President of the
Indian Hockey Federation were to be the chief
guest. Invitations were issued by your S.S.P. as
“President, District Hockey Association".

More reeently, | came across anotherinvita-
tion issued by him in connection with another
hockey match to be played on June {5inG.N.D,
University at which one of our DGPs was to be
the chicf guest and an1.G.P: was to preside with
the local Mayor thrown in as the guest of honour.
Perhaps, Amritsar pattern for district hockey
assoctations is typical and not an exceplion.

I wonder how much time, preoccupation
with hockey on the one hand and VIP duties on
the other (as you know we have a battalion of
ministers and our Chief Minister is very much '
mobile despite his age) leave the polioerfvorce to
fight crime, which seems fo be on the increase;

There are other problems swhich femain un-
attended. For instance, about 125 private build-
ings, if not more, were illegally occupied by the
police forits needs during the days when terror- '
ists were on the top. Owners are not being paid
rent. Except one or two, these are not being
vacated even after the matter was agitated in the
March 1995, session of the state assembly. Let

* that be.

Your contribution in the difficulr task of
restoring peace is indeed big and needed to be
recognised and rewarded. But as long an exten-

- sion as "Mr Gill wants” even after two years of
exiension after superannuatzn is open to many.
objections. There are people in Punjab who
think that this may have something to do with

- the help youallegedly rendered to a grandson of
the Chief Minister and the Chief Minister him-
self in the Katia episode,

Ewould like to believe that this is not true.

. - With regards,

] Yours sincerely

- MrK.P.S. Gill, IPS, . (Satya Pal Dang)
D.G.P. Punjab; 27.6.1995
Chandigach, N e
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by S. P. S. Pannu

PATTI (Amritsar) ~ Damn-
ing ‘evidence has surfaced of
the bodies of suspected. terror-
ists killed in police custody

having been cremated as “un-

claimed”. This was done not
only at the height of terrorism
in- Punjab but even after the
situation had changed for the
better.

Evidence gathered by In-
dian Express reveals that dur-
ing the three-year period
between 1991 and 1993 the
Punjab police dumped at least
426 bodies for cremation as
“unclaimed”, at the expense
of the Patli Municipal Com-
mitiee alone. In many cases,
the relatives of the deceased
were not informed, even tho-
ugh they had been identified.

Significantly, even after a
complete turn-about in the
law and order: situation, the
incidents continuea, although
their frequency declined. Dur-
ing 1994, the Patti Municipal
, mmittee records show that

least 17 “unclaimed’” bod-

were brought by the police
remation.

o ¢ extensive tour of the

& sar district revealed that

"5l milies of those picked
s the Punjab. polive for
-J_led links with terror-

oYl

e

ists, still nurture hope of their
returning home. While some
families have moved habeas
corpus petitions in the high
court, several others have not
done so for fear of police re-
prisals. Sources within the
police disclosed that 'whiles
some of the “missing” persons
may have succumbed to tor-
ture by the palice, some othe-
Ts may have been eliminated
if they happoned to be witnes-
ses to these deaths in police

- custody.

UNDERCURRENT: While,
informed political leaders ac-
knowledge that extra-constitu-
tional methods may have
helped root out terrorism, the
cost in terms of innocent lives
lost appears fo have been
heavy. Said veteran CPI
leader, Satya Pdl Dang, “this
has left an undercurrent of re-
sentment in the rural areas”.

The Punjab DGP, Mr K. P.
S. Gill, has been maintaining
that the missing youths in
Punjab had gone abroad as il-
legal immigrants and were
working there. The Additional
Director General of the Punjab
Police (Operations), Mr P. C.
Dogra, denied any knowledge
of cremations of such “un-
claimed” bodies. “The state
police have killed only terror-
ists in encountérs and all th-
ese deaths have been recorded

by the press as well,” he ad-
ded

PLEA REJECTED: A human_
rights group had also com-
piled statistics from these mu-
nicipal records and moved the
high court. However, the plea
was dismissed last fortnight
on the ground that the affe-
cted families should ha a
party to the petition. A visit to
the Amritsar and Tarn Taran
cremation grounds confirmed
that several hundred bodies
were brought as “unclaimed”
by the Punjab police and cre-
mated at the expense of the®
municipal committees of th-
ese towns as well. Police rec-
ords show that some of them
were subsequently “identifi-

- ed" for claiming the “unan-

nounced rewards”.

Some citizens of Patti town
claimed that at times they had
to arrange for more wood to
take care of the smouldering
bodies on the cremation gro-
unds as often the wood fell
short due to the large number
of unclaimed bodies coming
in. These bodies were brought
to Patti from various villages
under the Valtoha, Bhikiwind,
Harike, Kairon and Khalra po-
lice stations. i

In Amritsar, Baba Bhut
Nath whe lights the funeral
pyres at the Durgiana Mandir
crematorium said that during

1992 and 1993, often five or
six unclaimed bodies brought
in on a single day. According

tg the Tarn Taran cremator--

ium staif during 1992-1993,
sometimes seven oreight un-
claimed bodies were cremated
in a day.

CONTRADICTORY: During
1992, the Amritsar Municipal
Corporation paid for the cre-
mation of 300 “‘unclaimed”
badies of youths. Sources’ in
these municipal committees
disclose that all these pay-
ments have been made by
cheque and this evidence ex-
ists in the recgrds of the banks
as well. In a few cases the rel-
afives of the “unclaimed” de-
cegsed  managed to get
information about the 'death
in custedy. They then contact-
ed the cremation staff on their
own and made payments for a
“better” funeral,

Surprisingly while the po-
lice -ggve:?nsbmitted in wrifing
that these persons were uni-
dentified or unclaimed, their
names and the villages they
hail from are mentioned in
«the Hist. A visit to some of th-
ese villages by an Indian Ex-
press team showed that some
youths -had actually been
picked up by the police from
there.
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Security forces
“bulldozed” rights

Tribune News Service

AMRITSAR, Jan 16 — The human
rights wing of the Akali Dal (Amrit-
‘sar) has alleged that the security
forces had bulldozed human rights
and human values essential for the
maintenance of a civil society during
an operation to capture Gurbachan
Singh Manochahal, a listed militant
in February 1993.

This allegation has been levelled in
its report which was released to the
Press here today. The six-page report
in Gurmukhi has been prepared by
Mr Jaspal -Singh Dhillon and Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, president and
secretary, respectively, of the wing.
According to the report, Manochahal,
a listed militant, was killed in an
encounter with the security forces on
February 28, 1993, his death did not
fall under the ambit of human rights,
but the ways employed fo eliminate
him by the security forces and the
“inhuman” treatment meter out to
his family members, and relatives did
pose a serious threat to the human
rights consciousness. On August 2,
1992, Nirvair Singh, a brother of
Manochahal was taken in custody by
the CIA staff, Tarn Taran. After a
week he returned to Naushehra Pan-
nuan police post and was unable to
walk. On August 10, Atma Singh,
father of the militant was taken in
custody along with his mother, Gur-
mej Kaur, sister-in-law, Baljit Kaur
and Gurmit Kaur another sister-in-
law from Brahmpura village. They
were taken to Vairowal police sta-
tion. Nirvair Singh was killed in a
“fake” encounter on September 9,
while the body of Atma Singh was
thrown in the Beas.

The report said 43 relatives from 15
villages were picked up by the Tarn
Taran police, which included 16
women and 27 men. The women folk
were kept together at Vairowal, Kha-
door Sahib and Sarhali police sta-
tions, “brutally tortured” and were
forced to perform “ardas” for Man-
ochahal. All the men were kept at
various police stations. No one was
officially arrested but were kept in
illegal custody for more than 9
months. Out of these 43, Mr Kewal
Singh Sangatpura an ex-serviceman,
died of “excessive torture” Surjit

Singh Malmohri was shown as killed
in an encounter near Jagraon. Nirmal
Singh, Gulzar Singh of Pandori Gola
village were also eliminated. Five out
of 43 picked up by the police never
returned to their respective homes.

After the elimination of Man-
ochahal, the report says his brother
Balwinder Singh, was picked up from
Nakodar on March 16 and was killed
in an “encounter” during the in-
tervening night of March 29 and 30,
1093 near Kaura Wadhana village
under Sarhali police station, Man-
ochahal’s mother Gurmej Kaur was
picked up by the DSP, Mr Gurmit
Singh himself, and was also killed.

In a communication to the chair-
man of the National Human Rights
Commission Justice Ranganath Mis-
ra, the human rights leaders deman-

ded an enquiry into the elimination

.-, 14 persons to capture one militant.
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AMRITSAR, Jan 16 — The human
sichis wing of the Akali Dal (Amrit-
=ar) haz alleged that the securnity
farees had bulldozs | human righix
an¢h human values essential for the
sanintenance of a civil society during
an operation 1o capture Gurbachan
Singh nochahal, a listed militant

n February 1993

T“ls alleptition has been levelled i1
N 1t which was released o the
2ress hore )os}ny, The six-page report
n Gurmukhi has been prepared i','
Mr Jospal Singh Dhllon and M
Jaswant Singh Khalra, president and
<ccretary, respectively, of the winy
Accarding to the report, Manochahal,
4 listed milittnt, was klled 1 an
encounter wath the secunty foroes on
Tebruary 24, 1993, his death did not
{all under the ambit of human nghis,

the ways e, . ;o4 to eluninate
nim by lbe recunty forces and, the
“indyaman” treatl, t meler out to
15 famuiy mewabers, snd relatives did
w2 scrious threal o the human
.; hls conscwmnsiass. On August O,
. N:nvair Singh, a8 hrolner al

.\)....ox‘uha. was taken in custody by
the CIA staff. Tarn Taran Alter a
ok he retumned tn Naushehr« Pan-
nuan poiier post and was unable W
walk. On Augus! 10, Atma Swgh,
7ather of the militanl was 1aken 0
casindy along wath his moth
=g waur, sister-in-law, P
and Gu-mit Kaur another sister-in-
jaw from Brahunpura village They
were taken W Vairowal police sta-
tion. Nirvair Siegh was xiled in a
“{ake™ ¢ncoimier on September
ahile the body of Atma Singh was
thrown in the Beas.

The report s2id 33 relatives {rom 15
“i)ages were picked up by the Tam
ran police, which )nu\n‘-‘d ]
women and 27 men. The women folk
were ket 101&‘\‘1(- at Vancawal, Klia=
l door Sabib 2ad Ssrhali police 7
} tions, ~“brutally tortured” and werr
1 foreed to pecform © = lor
[ ochahal. Ali the men were
| various palice stations. N0 one Wwas
} but were xept W
! {or mowv than 9
l Me Kewal
ceman
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Singh Malmohri was shown ax kitied
in a1 encounter near Jagraon. Nicmal
Siagh, Guizar Singh of Pandorn Gola
wiliage were also ehiminated. Frve out
tf 171 picked up hy the polier never
retamed to their respeclive homes
After the elimination of AMan-
A .l,al thic report says )‘.u braother
1. sander Singh, was p:cm dup from
Nakadar on March 16 and was killed
an “encounter” dunng the in-
night of MMarch 29 and 30,
K adhapa wvi!
uncier Sachail police station, Mar-
achabal’s mother Curme] Kaur was
picked 1p by the DSP, Mr Gumit
Sineh himself, and was also killed
In a communication to the lh.u.
man of the National Human Rigt
Crmmistion Justice Ranganalh .-i»s-
ra. the human rights leaders detsan-
deii an enquity 1nto the climination
. 14 purwons o capture one mihitant.
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report likely
on July 22 SATURDAY

.

AMRITSAR, July 19 (UNI) — The &
Central Bureat: of Investigation (CBI) 0O \JUL\/ 4 [ 9¢
has completed its preliminary inves-
tigations in the Jaswant Singh Khal-
ra disappearance case and the in-
quiry report is likely to be submitted
to the Supreme Court on July 22.

The apex court had ordered an
inquiry in November last year into
the “mysterious disappearance” of
Mr Khalra following the filing of a
public interest litigation case by Mrs
Paramjit Kaur, wife of Mr Khalra, an
Akali Dal (Badal) human rights
activist who has been missing since
September 5 last year.

The inquiry was completed on July
15 and during the course of the
investigations, a number of Punjab
police officials were questioned by
CBI sleuths. Mrs Khalra in her cpm-
plaint to the Punjab Government had
alleged that the Punjab police was
responsible for the disappearance of
her husband as he had collected vital
information pertaining to fake en-
counters and cremation of a large
number of unidentified of bodies
boys who were allegedly killed by
cops in stage-managed encounters.

During the course of the CBI inves-
tigations, human rights activists be-
longing to the Khalra action commit-
tee had aileged that Mr Ajit Singh
Sandhu, a former SSP of Tarn Taran
police district, had been responsible
for the disappearance of Mr Khalra.
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Khalra case; CBI
report on July 22

AMRITSAR, July 19: The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has completed its preliminary
investigations into l&xc Jaswant
Simgh Khalra disappearance
case and the enquiry report is
likely to be submitted to the.Su-
preme Court on July 22, The

apex court had ordered an enqui--

ry in November last into the
“myslerious disappearance” of
Khalra following the filing of a

—public—interest _litigation__(PIL)

case Dy Paramjit Kaur, wife of
Khalra, an Akali Dal (Badal)
human rights activist, who has
been missing since .Sept 5 last
year.

The enquiry was completed
on July 15 and during the course
of the investigations, a number
of Punjab Police officials were
questioned by CBi sleuths.
Khalra's wife, in her complaint
to the Punjab government had
alleged that the Punjab Police
was responsible for the disappea-
ance of her husband as he had
collected  vital information
pertaining to fake encounters
and cremation of a large number
of unidentified bodies of young
boys who were killed by the
cops in stage-managed
encounters on grounds that they
were militants.

During the course of the CBI
investigations, human rights acti-
vists belonging to the Khalra Ac-
tion Committee had alleged that
Ajit Singh Sandhu, a former se-
nior superintendent of police of
Tarn Taran police district, had
been responsible for the disap-
pearance of Khalra.

The chairman of the Khalra
Action Committee  Surinder

Singh Gharyala had on a number

of occasions, alleged that the
state government Ead not pro-
vided any form of assistance fo
the investigation team. In April,
two Punjab Police constables
posted in Tarn Taran police
district had in a complaint to
senior officials alleged that they
had been harassed and tortured
by the CBI team investigating the
Khalra case .

Paramjit Kaur, wife of the mis-
sing human rights leader, had al-
ready - indicated that she
proposes to sit on a dharna out-
side Parliament on April 25 to
lodge her protest against the
negative attitude of the govern-
ment towards the enquiry. After
the submission of the report to
the Supreme Court. The CBI is
likely to ask the court's permis-
sion to arrest those named in the
enquiry, so as to enable to
proceed  further with the
investigations,

Eyewitness
fears for life
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, " July 19: Kikkar
Singh, an eyewitness in the
Khalra abduction case, today al-
leged that some musclemen of
former Tarn Taran SSP Ajit
Singh Sandhu had made an at-
tempt on his life.

Surinder Kumar Gharala, cha-
irman of the Khalra action com-
mitltee, sought immediate action
against the accused. He said that
Kikkar Singh had confessed that
Jaswant Singh Khalra had been
kept under ii’legal police custody
along with him.
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Khalra panel to
stage dharna

AMRITSAR, July 15: All mem-
bers of Khalra Action Committeg
will accompany Paramjit Kaur
Khalra, wife of Jaswant Singh
Khalra of Human Rights wing
(SAD), allegedly kidnapped by
the police since June 1994, to
Stage dharna in front of Parlia-
ment on July 25, as stated by
Justice Ajit Singh Bains, chajr.
man Punjab Human Right wing,
here today.

He said that CBI in uiry sho-
uld be conducted to ow the
whereabouts of 25,000 innocent
Sikh youths killed by the police.
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Wife seeks
God’s helpin
Khalra case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, Jan 31: Mrs Par-
amjit Kaur, wife of human rig-
hts activist, Mr jaswant Singii
Khalra, after failing to get just-
ice from the law of the land, has
now “left her fate” to the Al-

mighty.
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Khalra’s wife leaves

it to

From Our Correspondent

AMRITSAR, Jan 31 — Mrs Param-
jit Kaur Khalra wife of the human
rights activist Mr Jaswant Singh
Khalra, today issued an impassioned
appeal through the newspapers and
mediapersons, describing the events
leading to the alleged kidnapping of
her husband engineered by the SSP
Tarn Taran, Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu
last year.

Narrating the events relating to the
kidnapping of her husband Mrs
Khalra said she had along with a few
bystanders seen her husband being
forcibly taken in a vehicle outside her
residence in the Kabir Park area.

She felt that Mr Khalra was picked
up as he had exposed the Punjab
police for its alleged involvement in
cremating thousands of bodies of
unidentified youths in various cre-
matoria in Amritsar district. She said
that her husband had prepared a list
of persons killed by the police in fake
encounters. While Mr Khalra was
preparing the list he was threatened

God

with dire consequences she added.

She lamenled that despite the in-
tervention of the Supreme Court. Mr
Khalra still remained untraced, so
much so that even a C.B.L inquiry
which was ordered by the apex court
had not been able to establish his
whereabouts.

Left with no other option, she had
decided to seek the blessings of the
almighty in helping her find her
husband. From February 4 she would
begin the recitation of ‘Gurbani' at
Akal Takht, her statement said.

Everyday from morning till even-
ing she would recite prayers from
Guru Granth Sahib “As my pleas at
all quarters have failed I have de-
cided to take the help of God” the
statement said.

Mrs Khalra said even persistent
appeals by human rights organisa-
tions in India and abroad had failed
to break the silence of the state
government on this issue, She
appealed to the Sikh sangat (com-
munity) to help trace her husband.
“In the absence of my husband and in
the presence of my two minor chil-
dern I have resolved to appeal before
the Sikh “sangat” so as to demand an
answer from the government, the

! statement added.

Mrs Khalra said she would com-
plete the task initiated by her hus-

| band so as to expose the guilty police

officials who indulged in eliminating
Sikhs in fake encounters.
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y Khalra case:
President
submitted memo

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, Jan 25: A senior
human rights leader of Shrio-
mani Akali Dal, Mr Balwinder
Singh Chhabal, here said today
that panches and sarpanches of
various villages had started
sending memoranda to the Presi-
dent for safe release of senior
human right’s leader, Mr Jasw-
antS'm%h halra.

Tn a Press release here today,
he said sarpanches and panches
of villages, namely Desh Singh

(panch), Karnail Singh (panch),
Baksish Singh (panch), Karm
anch), Pooniya’s Skatar
(sarpanch), Balinder
[&anch), Hari Singh
, Karamjit Kaur (panch),
alwinder * Singh (sarpanch),

Major Singh (panch}. Minder

Kaur_(panch),  Major Singh

[;anch), Veer Singh (panch),

urjit Singh (panch), and Boor

. Singh (panch), have already
' sent memoranda.

They all demanded immedi-

| ate release of Mr Jaswant Sin%h i
y

Khalra who was abducted
Tarn Taran police on September
6 from his residence. Mr
“ Chhabal urged sarpanches and
panches to send memoranda to
! the President for the safe Te-
lease of Mr Khalra. He alleged
| that the abduction of Mr Khalra

was a heinous terrorist crime of '

government agencies.

A committee consisting of :

wing leaders met journalist
Kuldeep Nayar who gave assur-
ance that a committee consist-
ing of judges and journalists
would be formed who would
investigate the Khalra abduc:
tion case. .

He also demanded that Amm-
nesty International be allowed
to-visit Punjab so that it investi-
gates independently the abduc-
tion of Mr Khalra.

(sarpanch), Kulwant Singh

Fer § Thmy -1996

Khalra’s wife
performs ardas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

“—AMRITSAR, Feb 4 Mr Surin-
der Singh Ghariala, convenor of
Khalra case action committee,

- RSO

| Shriomani A
! ‘ardas’ at Akal Takht at 10 a.m.

| repression on Sik youth.

said here today that Mrs Pramyjit *
Kaur, wife  of 'Mr JaSwant
Khalra, ' general . secretary of
human riﬁhts win of
ali Dal, performed

today. The motive of ardas is to
ray for safe release of Mr
halra and prevention of

According to Mr Ghariala,
about 100 men and women atte-
nded the “ardas”. The gurbani
was commenced after ardas.

Bhai Mohkam Singh, spokes-
than of Damdami Taksal, Prof
Manjit Singh, jathedar of Akal
Takht, Justice Ajit Singh Bains, -
chairman of Punjab Human Ri-.
ghts Organisations, Mr
Baljinder Singh Gandiwind of
Si Students _ Federation,
Balwinder Singh Chabhal ofhu-
man rights wing, Mr Kirpal
Singh  Randhawa, district
president of the PHRO, joined
the ardas. ;

{

Justice Bains seeks
Khalra’s release

Tribune News Service

AMRITSAR, Feb 4 — Mrs Paramjit
Kaur, wife of Mr Jaswant Singh

started offering prayers

den Temple here today to seek the
ighty’s blessing for the “safe re-

lease” of her husband.

After paying obeisance at the sanc-
tum sanctorum, she started the re-
citation of “path” near Akal Takht.
About 80 others, including women,
also sat with her.

The Chairman of the Punjab Hu-
Organisation, Justice Ajit
Singh Bains, who also joined her,
demanded the immediate release of
Mr Khalra from the “illegal” custody
of the Tarn Taran police. “The only
sin of Mr Khalra was that he had
the cremation of 25,000 un-
claimed bodies of Sikh youth in
Amritsar revenue district”.
He demanded that a commission
should be set up to enquire into the
killings in “fake” encounters
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, Jan 30: The Pun-
jab Human Rights Organisation
i (PHRO) today reacted sharply to
! the reported remarks of the Pu-
' njab Governor, Mr K.N. Chhib-
ber, on human rights abuses
during a function organised at
Jalandhar to honour the former
DGP Mr K.P.S. Gill.

Mr Kirpal Singh Randhawa,
president of Amritsar unit of
PHRO, said in a statement that
it was inappropriate for the Gov-
ernor to eulogise Mr Gill at the
cost of human right values.

According to press reports,
—the Governor hac{J said that Mr
| Gill had fought against the pro-
paganda war of Pakistarrwhich
was using human rights as a
weapon,

Governor had also made cont-
emptible remarks against the ju-

PHRO flays Governor
for praising Gill

judiciary’s role was instrumen-

.was kidnapped by police in
; . .. broad day
Mr Randhawa said that the
~-apology from Mr Chhibber on

USRS

dicial system. He said that such
remarks would encourage the
politics of bullet and added that

e — oYy T Sl o8 -

tal in safegaurding the demo-
cratic institutions in the |
country. He said that morale of |
security forces was not under- !
mined by the court verdicts in !
human rights cases but by the
corrupt political system.- He
said that hawala- racket had |
unmasked the so called |
nationalist leaders of the !
country. B8

Mr Randhawa said that that
the violation of human rights by |
the Punjab Police was now an !
established fact. ‘ i

8 ‘He said that Mr
Chhibber had hurt the senti-
ments of hundreds of victims of -
police repression. He said that
Mr Jaswant Singh Khalra, who

light, was still |
untraceable. He demanded an

thisissue.
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CRPF ring around SPO

From Navjot Sandhu and TNS
BACHADE (Tarn Taran) May 9
The eyewitness in the senSational

laswant Singh Khalra abductioncase,
SPO Kuldip Singh has got 20 CRPF-
kecurity guards who make a “tight
security ring” around him. '

The CRPF personnel from 86

atallion are under the supervision of

Sub-Inspector Ram Singh. When this
orrespondent visited the village last
evening, Sub-Inspector Ram Singh
as giving instructions to the jawans
to keep a strict vigil on every person
who comes to the village.

The CRPF guards have put up
their tents on the outskirts of the vil-
lage to keep a watch on every person
who enters the village. He said the
SPO shared meals with the guards to
rule out the possibility of his being
poisoned.

Mr Kuldip Singh said he was sat-
isficd with the present security ring.
“I am not scared now. Now Mr KPS
Gill and others involved in the Khalra
murder case will go to jail”.”

He alleged he was recruited as
SPO because he had “sensational”
information on high officials and was
even issued an AK-47 rifle for which

he was not eligible.

He alleged that at least a dozen
AXK-47 rifles could be recovered from
relatives of officials. He said he had
more information but would open the
“Pandoras box” at the right time.

PATIALA: District Sessions
Judge K.S. Garewal today fixed May

Khalra case

30 for framing of charges and consid-
eration of the application of the CBI,
urging that the eight accused in the
Jaswant Singh Khalra disappearance
case be taken into custody.

The Sessions Judge announced this
after the special CBI prosecutor, Mr
H. Qureshi, submitted an application
claiming that as the case was cominit-
ted to the Sessions Court, as per Sec-
tion 209 the accused had to be taken

This issue of The Tribune
consists of 28 pages,
including an. eight-page
Sunday Reading pullout.

into custody, subject to the provision
of bail.

He argued that the accused had
been released on bail only for offence
triable by a Magistrate, thatis Section
365 (Abduction), and not for offences

- under Sections 364 or 302, IPC.

Mr Balwant Singh Jandu, counsel

_ - for the accused, argued that the pros-

ecution needed sanction of the Cen-
tral Government before proceeding
againstthem. He said it was necessary
to take permission of the Union Gov-
ernment under Section 197, CrPC, if
the complainant wanted to proceed
againstthe accused under Section 364,

IPC ’ ' ;

Meanwhile, Amnesty International
has decided to send an observer to
monitor the progress made inthe case.

A communication in this regard
has been sent to the Union Govern-
ment by Ms Emma Blower, Chairper-
son, Asia Desk of Amnesty Interna-
tional.

The decision to send an observer
has come after the witnesses in the
case and lawyers arguing the case for
Mrs Paramjit Kaur Khalra, wife of the
missing activist, sent a representation
to the Amnesty, alleging that their life
was under threat. :
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Jail

incident

‘made-up story’

Tribune News Service

PATIALA, Dec 19 — The hurmhan
rights wing of the Shiromani Akali
Dal headed by Mr Parkash Singh
Badal in a statement issued here
today has urged the Punjab Govern-
ment to order a judicial inquiry into
the Amritsar jail incident in which
Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu, a former SSP
of Tarn Taran, and Nishan Singh
Kalanaur were involved.

Mr Surinder Singh Gharyals,
chairman, and Mr Balwinder Singh
Jhabahl, general secretary of the hu-
an rights wing of the SAD said here
tocaytite police  story g‘_egﬁaing
attempt to murder Mr Ajit Singh
Sandhu by Nishan Singh was a
“made up” one and a part of a deep
conspiracy.

Jail Supdt
~— 7 -shifted

Tribune News Service

AMRITSAR, Dec 19 — Mr
Singh, superintendent of m‘l"i‘?.?ﬁ
Central Jail, in Ludhiana in the same
capacity, it is iearnt. The DGP (Pris-
ons) today ordered his transfer.

Mr Amarjit Singh was in news
following the recent incident in
which Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu, a for-
mer SSP of Tarn Taran, was allegedly
assaulted by Nishan Singh, a hard-
core militant, on Tuesday.

Mr Sandhu had alleged that
Nishan Singh attacked him with the
intention of killing him in connivance
with Mr Amarjit S whose son
and brother were called by the Ropar

_Dolice for interrogation for their
alleged links with militants in 1993,

Mr Amarjit Singh, however,
the allegations, ? e

Mr Surinder Singh and Mr Balwin-
der Singh, who had come here along
with Mrs Paramjit Kaur, wife of Mr
Jaswant Singh Khalra, who was
allegedly kidnapped by a police party
at Tarn Taran a few months ago and
has not been traced yet, said follow-
ing exchange of arguments between
Mr Sandhu and Ni Singh inside
jail Mr Sandhu and other police
official‘lodged in the jail along with

him allegedly started beating up |
Nishan Singh mercilessly. |

Condemning the alleged action of |
Mr Sandhu and other police officials [
in jail, human rights activists said
that police officials lodged in jails
were throwing all jail rules and reg-
ulations to winds and doing what
they wanted.

As Mr Sandhu and other jailed
officials were undertrials and ac-
cused in a number of cases, they were
not entitled to any special treatment.

Criticising the statements made by
a number of Congress leaders sup-
porting Mr Sandhu, human rights
activists' asked why those leaders
were silent regarding kidnapping of
Jaswant Singh Khalra allegedly by
the police while the CBI following a
probe had indicted several police
officials in this case.

Mrs Paramijit Kaur alleged that
certain important witnesses in the
Khalra case were being threatened by
the police and efforts were being
made to makethem e withdsaw their.
statements py-usiig various methods.
A police party was permanently sta-
tioning in the fields of Mr Kikar
Singh, who was one of the main
witnesses iti-Khalra case, The police
was not allowing Mr Kikar Singh to
plough his fields.

“Treat Sandhu like
other prisoners”

Tribune News Service

CHANDIGARH, Dec 19 — Mr Jus-
i it Si Bains, , Hu-
m&l. ingh Ba Cuohm“n' g
Inderjit Singh Jaljee, Chalrmean,
Movement State Oppression,
called upon the authorities
concerned to “let the law take its own
course” in the case of the
between Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu, a
former- SSP of Tarn Taran, and
another prisoner in a prison in

Amritsar,

They said let Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu
be a prisoner like any other prisoner |
but safe for facing the trial so that
the “law can b

The chiefs o!ptrl:: two organisations
deplored the demand for conversion |
guest house or a forest bungalow

for Mr Sandhu, now arrested for
murdering Kuljit Singh, “a public-
man”. The only achievement of Mr

Sandhu, they said, was

in i te kil
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Protest march against

G
.

~ JALANDHAR, Aug 3: Despite
< | arrangements and:
=ttempls by the police to foil

e siate level demonstration,
‘5= Al India Sikh Students Fed:
tion (Badal) and the Khalra
Action  Committes,  today,
- organised a protest
—— d staged a dharna
setside the deputy commis-
Semes’s  office. They were
a8 against the “inaction
government in booking
officers responsible
mass cremation of 984
and the illegal detention
. rights  activist,
Khalra. )

federation memb-

-i!ﬁnwd‘eiaineddfor violating
a-"ﬂbl_ itory orders in force
Sl
5e Central Town Gurdiva-
== early th

rly this morning and

n allow devotees to -

iarricades and nakas
federation workers con-

=2 &t the Nehru Garden
& fom where they started
‘ march, Veteran
~ leader  Surjit  Singh

282s and Surinder Sin
chairma

n, Khalra®

Committee, along with

=5 were bundled into police
5. Several, federation
~were picked up from
residences ‘early in the

2. while many others

ad laid siege aro-

the approach roads.

#

AISSF workers being bundled into a police truck at the DC’s office in Jalandhar. Express
_phota by R.K.Kohli

from different districts were
detained at various places.
Harshankar Singh Rana, sen-
ior vice-president, while cond-
emning the police action said
that the police had detained fed-
eration president, Avtar Singh
Boparai at Beas, while he was
on his way to Jalandhar. Vice:
resident, Joginder Singh Jogi,
ga]iit, Singh Neela Mahl and
several other members from
Amritsar, ~ Ludhiana  and

Gurdaspur  districts were
stoppc&) by the police at various
points ina bid to foil the march;

The federation leader deman-
ded that the human rights acti-
vist Jaswant Singh Khaira and
other Sikh detenues lodged in
yarious. jails  be  released
immediately.

Meanwhile, the fissurgs in
the federation came to the fore
with a faction headed by Kar-

nail Singh Duule Nangal alleg- Khi

“while talking 0 the media §

mass cremation

ing that the Bo‘)‘arai group had
not consulted them on today’s
protest march. Chet  Singh
Danle Nangal, vice-president,

1

ersons termed the march as a
ailure and claimed that a
six-member delegation headed
by Pir Mohammed submitted a
separate memorandum fo the

seeking early release of
alra. Y
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AISSF, Youth Akali
Dal hold protest

Tribune News Service

of the All-India Sikh Students Fed-
eration, affiliated with the Akali Dal

outsmarted the police by succeeding
in staging a dharna in front of the
Deputy Commissioner’s office here.

The call for dharna and march was
given by the Federation to press the
demand for publication of the list of
persons who had been cremated as

height of terrorism,
Baljit Singh Neelamahal and Mr Te-

of the Federation and Youth Akali

succeed as they had gone under-
ground, .

The police had been posted in
strength pear the gurdwars in Cen-~

the gurdwara.

Instead, volunteers of the Federa-
tion and Youth Akali Dal gathered in
Nehru &ardens, marched to the De-
puty Cpmmissioner’s office raising
slogans against the Prime Minister
and the Punjab Government. As the
police did not allow them to enter the
office complex, they sat in dharna on
the road.

Among those who addressed them
were Mr Surjit Singh Minhas, a for-
mer Speaker of the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha, and Mr Harshanker Singh
Rana, senior vice-president of
AISSF.

Soon, the police arrived on the
scene and picked up 20 activists of
the federation. The rest dispersed.

the cdharna were members of the
Khalra Action Committee. k
Federation leaders said the police

Continned on page 5 col 2

JALANDHAR, Aug 3 — Members

(Badal), and Youth Akali Dal today ;

Earlier, the police had arrested Mr |
jinder Singh Joga from their resi- |
dences in the city. It also raided the |
houses of a number of other activists

‘Dal to arrest them but could not |

unclaimed by police during the |

tral Town from where the march was |
to begin. No one was allowed to go o |

Among those who participated in |,

AISSF, Youth Akali
Dal hold protest

Continued from page 1 col 1

did not allow people to come to
Jalandhar to participate in the pro-

- test march. Mr Avtar Singh Boparai

and Dr Manjit Singh Bhoma, who
were coming from Amritsar, were

+ stopped at Beas. Severals others were

stopped at Phillaur, Wadala railway
crossing and Nakodar.

Later, addressing a press confer-
ence, Mr Rana condemned the police
for preventing the party workers
from coming {0 Jalandhar and for the
“unannounced” ban on a peaceful
protest march.

He called for strike in the educa- °
tional institutions in Punjab on Au-
gust 13 to protest against the police
action.

UNI adds: Later, another group of
Federation activists led by its vice- -
president Chet Singh Dullo;
submitied & memorandum for the
Prime Minister to the Deputy Com- _
msgioner, listing the demand. If,
‘however, also sought release of Mr
Khaira, who was allegedly picked up
by police, and a three-member in-

' quiry commission of Supreme Court

' Judges to probe all the killings in
' Punjab during the decade-long mili-

- tancy.

Mr Dullonangal criticised his col-
leagues for unilaterally deciding the -
protest march without taking him

* and several other into confidence. He °

said he would bring it to the notice of }

. Mr Parkash Singh Badal. He said the

Federation would organise another !
protest march from Tarn Taran to ‘
Amritsar later this month {o press £or','
the release of list of 984 bodies. _
Mr Dullonangal said besidey;

" AISSF colleagues, Mr Khalra’s with,

also accompanied the delegaticlg

which met the Deputy Commissione3¢

.-
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Khalra alive: Wife -

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Jalandhar, August 3: Paramiit
Kaur Khalra, wife of Jaswant
Singh  Khalra, the missin
human rights activist of the Shi-
romani Akali Dal, has claimed

husband on the direction of the )
Supreme Court.

She was aoc})mPanied by Sur-
2 {nder Singh Ghariala, chairman: .
Khalra Action Committee and

that her hushand is still alive
and that she has witnesses to
support herclaim, -

Paramjit, who was here in
conmection jwith a protest
march organ i
India Sikh Students federation
[Badal), asserted that ler hus-

d was in the custody of a
Central agency werking in Pu-
njab. However, she maintained
that she had full faith in the
enquiry being conducted by the
Cﬂ(ﬁnlo the disapperance of her

ised by the: All -

-asserted that she had three wi-

tnesses who had seen Khalra in
various police stations from Oc-
tober last te June this year.She
said that one such witness had
dlready been presented before

the GBI, who had seen ‘her
hisband at Kang police station
in Amritsar district on October -

13, while the other two were to

be presented, She feared that @

the Punjab police was trying to
abduct - thege
,weaken the case.

witnesses  to
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Khalra is alive,
says wife

Tribune News Service

JALANDHAR, Aug 3 — Mr Jas-
want Singh Khalra, human rights
activist who has been missing since
September 6 last year from Amritsar,
is alive. This was claimed here today

by Mrs Paramijit Kaur, wife of Mr '

Khalra. |

Mrs Paramjit Kaur, who had come
to Jalandhar to participate in the
AISSF protest march along’ with
members of the Khalra Action Com-

mittee, said her husband was under 4
police detention at an undisclosed |

place.

She was confident that Mr Khalra |

would be released soon.

Mr Surinder Singh Gharyala,
chairman of the Khalra Action Com- |
mittee, also said that Mr Khalra was |

| alive. He claimed thai Kikar Singh
Jaura had seen Mr Khalra at the
‘§ police station at Kang village in Tarn |
Taran on October 23 last year. Again |
on March 2 this year Mr Khalra was
seen by two persons but he refused to |
disclose. any details. !
Some persons also made an |

attempt to kidnap one of them from

Amritsar. An FIR in this connection
had been lodged with Civil Lines
# police station, Amritsar.

| Both Mrs Paramjit Kaur and Mr

il Surinder Singh expressed satisfac- |

tion at the action taken by the Sup-
reme Court and the CBI. They wanted

the CBI to expedite the enquiry so |

that Mr Khalra returned soon.
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G [ submits report
“in Khalra case

'NEW DELH]I, July 23: The CBI
has submitted a report on its
probe into the abduction of Jasw-
ant Singh Khalra, a human rights
} activist of Punjab, to the Su-
preme Court, reports PTL °
. The report was submitted to
the division bench of the Apex-
Court, comprising Justice Kul-
{ deep Singh and Justice Saghir
Ahmad, yesterday, a CBI spokes-
man said today. '

The CBI informed the court
that investigation in this matter
was complete and the investigat-
. Ing agengy would soon file a cha-
{ rgesheet against —the officials
| involved in the case, he said.

The CBI would shortly be seek-
ing sanction for prosecuting the
officials allegedly involved from
the Punjab government.

The judges, after perusing the
report, appreciated the work
done -by the CBI officials, he
said. The Supreme Court di-
rected the CBI to complete this

process by July 30.
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urged to order

probe into Killings

Tribune News Service

AMRITSAR, June 3 — Mrs
Parmjit Kaur Khalra, wife of Jaswant
Singh Khalra, general secrctary, hu-
man rights wing of the Shiromani
Akali Dal, who was allegedly picked
up by the Tarn Taran police in 1995,
has demanded the setting up of a
judicial commission headed by a Su-
preme Court judge to investigate the
killings of innocent people in Punjab
at the hands of the police and the
victims should be extended assistance.

In a communication to the Prime
Minister, Mr LK. Gujral, a copy of
which was released to the Press here
today, she demanded immediate ar-
restof Mr K.P.S. Gill, aformer DGP.
and his prosecution in a special court
for the alleged killings of innocent
peoplein“fake" encounters and atroci-
ties committed on innocent people on
his orders. "Punjab should not be sac-
rificed to save 140 police officials."

She appealed to the Prime Minis-
ter to pay a visit to Tarn Taran and
have first-hand information about the
alleged repression and oppression
committed by Mr Ajit Singh Sandhu

and other police officials on innocent

people.

Referring to the recent statements
and the letter written by Mr Gill to the
Prime Minister, she said that after the
death of Mr Sandhu, Mr Gill had been

blowing hot and cold against the hu-

man rights organisations, the judi-
ciary and the Press describing them as
agents of foreign powers posing dan-
ger to the unity and intzgrity of the
country.

She said the Punjab problem
erupted due to a series of discrimina-
tion against Sikhs, the "attack" on the
Golden Temple, the demolition of
Akal Takht, the "massacre" of Sikhs
in November, 1984, Killings of
25,000 innocent Sikhs" and theircre-
mation describing them as

b June 1997

"unclaimed" bodies, fake encounters,
denigration of womenfolk etc. Instead
of amicably resolving the Punjab prob-
lem, an "army solution" was given.
She alleged that Mr Khalra was
kidnapped by the police party of Mr
Sandhu because he had "exposed™ the
cremation of 25,000 Sikh youth de-
claring them as "unclaimed bodies."

She asked the Prime Minister
whether he would like to save police
officials for killing Mr Kuljit Singh
Dhat, a nephew of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, for the disappearance of Baba
Charan Singh of the kar seva sect and
his family, for the killing of Mr
Kulwant Singh, an advocate and his
family, for using seven persons as a
"human shield" in the Behla encoun-
ter and for killing many other inno-
cent people.
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“Bhupinder Singh’s case was no

ey e we,

can be found in one out of five.

Khalra’s wi

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
JALANDHAR, APRIL 18

Kuldip Singh, one of the two im-
portant witnesses in the case of dis-
appearance of human rights ac-
tivist Jaswant Singh Khalra, has
charged Khalra’s wifc Paramiit
Kaur among others with having
bribed his (SPO’s) wife, asking her
that he (SPO) should depose in
their favour in the Khalra case in
the CBI court at Patiala,

In a complaint lodged with the
Shahkot police in Jalandhar dis-
trict, Kuldip Singh alleged that
Paramjit Kaur, Balwinder Singh
Chabal, Surinder Singh Ghariala,
Rajiv, Gurbhaj Singh and others
came to his in-laws house at
Sarangwal village where he had
cometodrop his wife.

A resident of Machar village in

Kuldip Singh said when Paramijit

SPECIAL police officer (SPO) -

Tarn Taran city police station area, -

5

Kaur and her associates came to
his in-laws house around 11.30 pm,
he had already left but the accused
met his wife and gave her Rs
50,000 with a promise to send him
(SPO) to the United States and get
him a house in Amritsar if he de-
posed in their favour in the Khalra
case.

The Shahkot police yesterday
registered acase under Sections 8,
9, 12 of the Prevention of Corrup-

-tion Act against the accused

named in the FIR on the state-
ment of Kuldip Singh.

The Committee for Coordina-
tion on Disappearances among
other human rights organisations
had met Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal in Chandigarh on
April 14, alleging that the accused
involved in the Khalra disappear-
ance case were resorting to intimi-
dation of key witnesses.

The activists alleged that Kikar
Singh and Kuldip Singh, two im-
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accused of

portant witnesses in the case, were

allegedly being pressurised, while _.

five cases had been slapped against
one of the two witnesses.

They also alleged that the
lawyer fighting the Khalra case in
the CBI court at Patiala was being
harassed and threatened and the
vehicle in which they travel from
Chandigarh to Patiala was dam-
aged, while threatening phone
calls were also being made to the
complainant lawyer.

Jaswant Singh Khalra, con-
venor of the human rights wing of
the Akali Dal, had disappeared
while collecting evidence on disap-
pearances and cremation of thou-
sands of youth during the heydays
of terrorism in Punjab.

He was allegedly abducted by
the Punjab Police on September 6,
1995 and is claimed to have been
seen by some witnesses in police
custody, sometime in October, of
the same year,
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Families of missing youth
to move apex court

DHARMENDRA RATAUL
AMRITSAR, DECEMBER 6

THE families of the youth
who were killed during the
height of militancy in Punjab
have rejected the compensa-
tion amount of Rs.2.5 lakh re-
cently announiced by National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC). Instead, ninety out
of the 109 such families, have
submitted their power of attor-
neys to the Association of
Families Disappeared in Pun-
jab who will file a writ petition
before: the Supreme Court
seeking ‘adequate compensa-
tionandjustice’.

; At a meeting convened by
" the AFDP here on Sunday to
know the views of the families

on the NHRC compensation,
they unanimously agreed not
to accept the amount since
was too little too late. Gen-
eral Secretaty of AFDP
Paramjit Kaur Khalra said:
“Now that we have received
their power of attorneys, se-
nior advocateswould be con-

sulted for filing the petitionin -

the Supreme Court.”

Khalra herself was at the
receiving end of police bru-
tality during the militancy
when her husband Jaswant
Singh Khalra, who was 4 hu-
man - rights activist, was
picked up. from home al-
legedly by the police.

The families of the victims
have demanded compensa-
tion of Rs.10 lakh, a job for a

member of the family and pen-
sion for thé deceased.

Khalra said that the next
hearing of the NHRC would
be held on December 23, fol-
lowing which, they would file
the fresh petition in the apex
court. She said that the com-
pensation announced was not
at all enough to heal the
wounds considering the scale
of excesses comumitted by the
police against them during the
height of militancy.

She, however, acknowl-
edged that the NHRC judge-
ment last month had pro-
vided a ray of hope for the

aggrieved families of the |

young youth who were killed

and their bodies cremated as

unidentified.
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‘Secret cremations’

in Punjab:

NHRC

orders compensation

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, Novernber 11

IN A landmark order in the case of “se-
cret” cremations by Punjab Police during
its 1984-1994 anti-terror drive, the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission (NHRC) to-
day held the state government “vicari-
ously liable” for 109 of these deaths and
asked it to pay compensation of Rs 2.5
lakh each to the next of victims’ kin.

“The state of Punjab is accountable
and vicariously responsible for the in-
fringement of the indefeasible right to
life of those 109 persons as it failed to
safeguard their lives and persons against
the risk of avoidable harm,” an NHRC
Bench comprising chairperson Justice
AS. Anand and members Justice Y.
Bhaskar Rao and R.S. Kalha, said.

This is the first time relief has been
awarded in the case of the alleged crema-
tions of 2,097 bodies as “unclaimed or
unidentified” in Amritsar without ob-
serving lawful procedure or where there
has been any other violation of rights.

The Commission directed that the dis-
bursement of the amount shall be made
by the District Magistrate, Amrtisar, or
the SDM concerned within two months of
receiving it from the state government.

Half of the Rs 2.5 lakh compensation
has to be paid directly to the next of kin
and the rest to be kept in a fixed deposit
for a period of five years, the NHRC said.
The next of kin of the victims can draw
interest on the fixed deposit.

In its affidavit before NHRC, Punjab
Police admitted that the 109 people were
in its custody before they died and were
cremated. NHRC said it “unhesistantly”

‘Damages inadequate’

- PARAMIJIT KAUR, who had petitioned the
NHRC in the killing of 109 persons in
Punjab Palice during terrorism in the
state, has expressed dissatisfaction
with NHRC's order for cash com-
pensation for the victims’ families. m

‘ The state of Punjah is accountahle
and vicariously responsible for the
infringement of the indefeasible right fo
life of those 109 persons as it failed to
safeguard their lives and persons
against the risk of avoidable harm 5

holds that “human rights of these 109
persons... stood invaded and infringed
when they lost their lives, while in the
custody of the police, thereby rendering
the state vicariously liable”.

“The Commission is firmly of the view
that whereas terrorism must be coun-
tered effectively and strongly, no demo-
cratie society can be permitted to chill
civil liberties of the citizens while taking
measures against the terrorists.” Justice
Anand said, pronouncing the order.

NHRC, as per a Supreme Court order,
has been hearing the case to consider
grant of compensation.

NHRC said the authorities and the peo-
ple should treat its order as an “applica-
tion of balm to whatever wounds were
still left and to engage themselves fo
make the state of Punjab more prosper-
ous and peaceful”. “This order should not
be considered in the spirit of ‘win’ or
‘lose’ as indeed it is not meant to be so
construed,” the Commission said.
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Kairon. PS Patti, Dist Amrit-
sar, Pumjab. 63. 436/100
Sukhwinder Singh, S/o Dalip
Singh Jat, R/o Manawala, PS
Lopoke, Tehsil Ajnala, Dist
Amritsar, Punjab, 64.
437/101 Sucha Singh, S/o
Bhagwant Singh, R/o Madi-
awala, PO Bhilowal, PS
Lopoke, Tehsil Ajnala, Dist
Amrisar, Punjab. 65, 447/109
Sawinder Singh @ Shindu,
S/o Shiv Singh, R/o Manga
Sarai, PO Dhadde, PS Kathu
Nangal, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 66. 449/111 Tarlochan
Singh @ Husna, S/o Kishan
Singh Jat, R/o Saidolehal,
PS Mchta, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 67. 450/112 Paramiit
Singh, S/o Jaswant Singh Jat,
R/o Village Vachnova, PS
Jhander Singh, Tehsil Ajnala,
Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 68.
479/127 Baldey Singh @
Deva @ Fauji, S/o Buta
Singh, R/o Basarke Baini,
PS Chheharta, Tehsil & Dist
Amritsar, Punjab.  69.
480/128 Dalbir Singh @
Kala, S/o Kulwant Singh,
R/o Pallah, PO Gagar Bhana,
PS Mehta, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 70. 481/129 Balwinder
Singh. S/0 Najar Singh.,R/o
Pallah, PO Gagar Bhana, PS
Mehta, Tehsil Baba Bakala,
Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 71.
482/130 Shaib Singh, Sfo
Kahan Singh. R/o Chung,
PO & PS Mehta, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 72. 525/145 Tarsem
Singh @ Sema, S/o Meju
Kaka Sansi , R/o Bhourwala,
PO Mohan Bhandarian, PS
Ramdas, Tehsil Ajnala, Dist
Amritsar, Punjab. 73.
526/146 Anokh Singh, S/o
Banta Singh, R/o Bindj
Aulakh, PS Lopoke, Tehsil,
Ajnala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
Jjab. 74. 608/170 Lakhwinder
Singh @ Lakha, S/o Harbha-
jan Singh Ramgaria, R/o
Chowgan PS Mattewal
Chogawan, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 75. 611/171 Rupinder

i Singh.@ Fauiji, S/0 Harbang

e
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Singh, R/o Borewal kang,
PS Majhitha, 76. 207/25 Shri
Kashmir Singh S/o Gulzar
Singh JatR/oV  Jhander,
Tehsil Ajnala, Amritsar, 77,
330/41 Kulwinder Singh S/o
Bawa Singh JatR/o Vill
Dhardeo, PS Mehta, Majitha.
78. 396/58 Manjinder Singh
@ Jinda S/o Thakur
SinghR/o Village Pakhoke,
Majitha. 79. 582/92 Sukhdey
Singh @ Billa S/o Kishan
SinghR/o  Village Harian,
PS K Nangal.

Tarn Taran Police Dis-
trict: 80. 37/99 Sarbjeet
Singh S/o Tirath Singh Jat,
/o Nagoke, PS Verowal,
Police District Tamn Taran,
Amyritsar. 81. 38/100 Gurhir
Singh @ Raju S/o Joginder
Singh Jat r/0 Jhabal, PS Jha-
bal, Police District Tarn
Taran, Amritsar 82. 48/121
Kuldip Singh @ Ghuggi S/o
Kartar Singh Mehra 1/o
Chola Sahib, PS Sarhali,
Police District Tarn Taran,
Amritsar. 83. 49/122 Jassa
Singh S/o Dharam Singh
Majbi r/o Chola Sahib, PS
Sarhali, Police District Tarn
Taran, Amritsar. 84. 54/135
Darshan Singh S/o Dayal
Singh Jat, r/o Mehmodpura,
PS Valtoha, Police District,
Tamn Taran. 85. 56/147 Balbir
Singh @ Pappu S/0 Mukhtiar
Singh Jat, /o Jella Roda, PS
Mallanwala, District Fer-
ozpur, Punjab. (However in
CBI list, his name is men-
tioned as Balwinder Singh
S/o  Mukhtiar Singh) 86.
57/148 Dilbagh Singh @
Baba S/o Ram Singh Jat, r/o
Koharka, PS Patti, Police
District, Tarn Taran. 7.
72/183 Kashmir Singh S/o
Dharam Singh Jat, /o Jhan-
der, PS Sadar Tarn Taran,
Police District Tarn Taran,
Amritsar. 88. 161/628 Inder-
jeet Singh @ Hardeep Singh
@ Deepa S/o Karam Singh
Jat , r/o Thatha, PO Sarhali
Kalan, PS Harike, Tehsil Tarn
Taran, District Amritsar. 89.
169/655 Dilbagh Singh @
Bagha S/o Harnam Singh
Mazbi, r/o Ratoul PS City,
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Tarn Taran District Amritsar,
90. 172/662  Manjinder
Singh S/o Ajit Singh Jat, 1/o
Ratoul, PS City Tamn Taran,
District Amritsar. 91. 181/682
Kulwinder Singh @ Pappu
Sfo Jassa Singh Jat, r/o Val-
toha, PS Valtoha, Police Dis-
trict Tarn Taran, District
Amritsar. 92. 186/695 Shri
Manjit Singh @ Manna S/o
Sardool Singh Jat, 1/0 Tanda,
PS Sarhali, Police District
Tarn Taran District, Amritsar,
93.202/745 Harjit Singh S/o
Amrik  Singh Jat, r/o
Sukhawala, PS Jandiala
Guru, Police District
Majitha, District Amritsar.
94. 205/773 Iatinder Singh
S/o Jagir Singh Mehra, r/o
Nurdi, Bazar Tarn Taran PS
City Tarn Taran, Police Dis-
trict Tarn Taran, Amritsar. 95,
206/774 Salwant Singh @
Kulwant Singh S/o Tarlok
Singh Jat, /0 Padri Kalan, PS
Jhabal, Police District Tarn
Taran, District Amritsar, 96,
216/811 Parabhjot Singh @
Jyoti S/0 Avtar Singh Jat, r/o
Muradpur, PS City Tarn
Taran, Police District, Tarn
Taran. 97, 260/920 Gurnam
Singh @ Palli S/0 Mohinder
Singh Swarnkar, r/o Gali
Kaselian Wali, Nurdi Adda,
Police Station - City Tarn
Taran. 98. 261/925 Jagdeep
Singh @ Makhan Singh S/o
Pritam Singh Goldsmith, r/o
Adda Nurdi, Tarn Taran, PS
City Tarn Taran.. 99. 262/926
Jatinder Singh S/o Darbara
Singh Jat, r/o Mehmoodpura,
PS Valtoha, Police District
Tarn Taran, District Amritsar.
100 263/932 Rajinder Singh
@ Bhupinder Singh Jat S/o
Charan Singh Ramgarhia, r/o
3/36 Jandiala Road, Tamn
Taran, PS Tarn Taran 101
264/933 Udham Singh @
Pastol Singh @ Bahadur
Singh S/o Mehar Singh
Ramgarhia, 1/o Nanaksar, PS
Tarn Taran, Police District
Tamn Taran.. 102 266/942
Harbans Singh @ Kabal
Singh /o Santokh Singh Jat
t/o Rasulpur, PS Tam Taran
(Sadar), Police District Tam

Taran, District Amritsar, 103
305/101 Harbans Singh @
Bansa s/o Milkha Singh Jat
/o Uboke, PS Patti, Police
District Tarn Taran, District
Amritsar. 104 319/104 Desa
Singh S/0 Amar Singh Majbi,
/o Raniwalah, PS Sirhali,
Police District Tarn Taran s
District ~ Amritsar. 105
320/104 Shinda Singh S/o
Bachan Singh Majbi, r/o
Raniwalah, PS Sarhali,
Police District Tarn Taran,
District  Amritsar, 106
322/104 Mangal Singh @
Manga S/o Karnail Singh
Majbi, 1/o Dhunda, PS
Gonidwal, Police District
Tarn Taran, District Amritsar.
107 84/746 Shri Rupinderjit
Singh S/o Bhajan Singh Jat,
R/o Village Kang, Police Sta-
tion Sadar Tarn Taran 108,
113/1030 Paramjit Singh @
Pamma s/o0 Narinder Singh
JatR/o Bahmiwala, Police
Station Patti, Tarn Taran.
109. 629/1073 To 634/1078
Jagtar Singh @ Jagga s/o
Bawa Singh MehraR/o Vil-
lage Tarsika, Police Station
Mehta, Majitha.

Kidwai greets
people on Divali

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, Novemser 11
The Punjab and Haryana
Govemor, Dr. AR. Kid-
wai, today conveyed his
good wishes to the people
of Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh on the eve of
the auspicious festival of
Deepawali.

In a message Dr Kidwai
hoped that this festival
would bring happiness
and harmony in the lives
of the progressive people
of this region. He called
upon the people to cele-
brate this festival rising
above parochial consider-
ations of caste, colour and
creed to strengthen “‘our
¢enturies-old traditions of
peaceful co-existence.”
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D Kangra valley
will be compensated

Amritsar Police District:
Sr.No. CBI No. Name of
deceased, parentage and
address 1, 53/1 Tejinder
Singh s/o Roor Singh r/o
Tharu, PS Tarn Taran City,
Dist Amritsar 2. 88/6 Nishan
Singh s/o Bahal Singh t/o
Ranian, PS Lopoke, Ajnala
Dist, Amritsar 3. 121/7 Par-
minder Singh @ Balour S/o
Amrik Singh Jat r/o Kalia
Sakatra, P.S. Khemkaran,
Amritsar 4. 122/8 Harinder
Singh @ Shaheed s/o Pyara
Singh r/o Kohali, PS Lopoke,
Ajnala Dist, Amritsar 5.
160/11 Dalbir Singh s/o Kar-
nail Singh r/o Bal Saran, PS
Beas, Phatak Dhanpai Road,
PS Islamabad, Amritsar 6.
161/12 Rajinder Singh s/o
Preetam Singh r/fo Gali No.
13, Guru Nanak Pura, PS
Islamabad, Dist Amritsar 7.
162/13 Vijay Kumar s/o
Joginder Pal r/o Near Jwala
Flour Mills, PS Islamabad,
Amritsar. 8. 163/14 Harish
Chander sf/o Inderjit r/o
Nawan Kot, PS [slamabad 9.
167/16 Arjinder Pal Singh
@ Toni @ Nihal Singh s/o
Chain Singh Jat r/0 Kasel,
Mane KI Patti, Sarai Amanat
Khan, The TTN, P S Sadar,
Dist Amritsar 10 201/25
Daljit Singh @ Billa s/o
Sucha Singh t/o Mohalla
Bog, Phagwara 11. 202/25
Gurinder Singh @ Jinda s/o
Bhakshish Singh Jat s/o
Basarke Gillan, PS Chhehar-
ta, Dist Amritsar 12. 218/27
Kashmir Singh @ Laddu s/o
Kundan Singh r/o Nehru
Colony, Amritsar 13. 220/28
Jaspal Singh s/o Prectam
Singh r/o Mustafabad, Bata-
la Road, PS Sadar, Dist
Amritsar 14. 263/33 Avtar
Singh s/o Dalip Singh 1/o
Kot Khalsa, PS Sadar, Amrit-
sar 15. 266/34 Amrik Singh
@ Bau @ F&:slo Iagxr

Siagh
Thandey.

292/44 Sucha Singh @ Cha-
ran s/o0 Mohinder Singh r/o
Chhina Subjpur PS Raja
Sansi, Ajnala Dist Amritsar
18. 313/50 Udham Singh s/o
Gajjan Singh r/o Thathgarh,
PS Jhabal, Dist Amritsar 19,
350/62 Randhir Singh @
Dhir Singh s/o Chanan Singh
1/0 Pairewal, PO & PS Ram-
das, Ajnala Dist Amritsar 20.
352/63 Mohinder Singh s/o
Mohan Singh r/o Sultanwind
21, 363/67 Piara Singh s/o
Shingara Singh Jat r/o Sul-
tanwind, Amritsar 22.
379/69 Jhujar Singh @
Neetu sfo Heera Singh r/o
Gali No. 1, Anterzami
Colony, PS A-Division, Dist
Amritsar 23. 198/32 Swaran
Singh S/o Lal SinghR/o Tal-
wandi, Jalle Khan, PS Zira,
Amritsar 24. 199/33 Daljit
Singh sfo Saudagar Singh
R/o V Chhapa, PS Chabal,
Amritsar. 25. 219/37 Inderjit
Singh S/o Harbhajan Singh
JatR/o Shangana, PS Sadar,
Amritsar

Majitha Police District:
26. 93/4 Jaswinder Singh,
Sf/o Darshan Singh Arora,
R/o Shaheed Udham Singh
Nagar 27. 95/2 Randhir
Singh @ Dhira, S/0 Mann
Singh Jat R/o Munda Pind,
PS Jandiala. 28. 100/6
Jaswant Singh ,S/0 Chanan
Singh, R/o Sharifpura, Dis-
trict Amritsar 29. 124/13
Sukhdev Singh @ Sukha S/o
Pyara Singh,R/o Tarsikka,
PS Majitha. 30 233/34 Ragh-
bir Singh @ Bira S/o Pratap
Singh,R/0 Runseeke, PS &
Tehsil Derra Baba Nanak,
Dist Gurdaspur, Punjab. 31.
234/25 Nirmal Singh @
Bitu S/0 Mohinder Singh,
R/o Runseeke, Ramgarian
PS & Tehsil Derra Baba
Nanak, Dist Gurdaspur, Pun-
jab. 32, 239/26 Satnam
Singh, S/o Ajit Singh Jat,
R/o Bhagupur, PS Patti,
Police District Tarn Taran,

h Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 33.

mmsmh@

Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 34.
255/31 Mangal Singh @
Bittu, S/o Kartar Singh caste
Mazbi R/o Adaliwal, PS
Raja Sansi, Tehsil Ajnala,
Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 35.
262/32 Gurmail Singh @
Gullu @ Pappu @ Udhna
Sup S/o Naranjan Singh, R/o
Village Cheema Bath, PS
Beas, Tehsil Baba Bakala,
Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 36.
263/33 Prem Singh @ Prema
S/o Mohinder Singh, R/o Vil-
lage Cheema Bath, PS Beas,
Tehsil Baba Bakala, Dist
Amritsar, Punjab. 37. 270/36
Lakhwinder Singh, S/o Bal-
want Singh, R/o Sathiali PS
Kahnuwan District Gur-
daspur 38. 272/37 Narinder
Singh @ Ninda, S/o Rattan
Singh, R/o Bham, PS Shri
Har Gobindpur, Batala, Dist
Gurdaspur, Punjab. 39.
274/39 Baljit Singh @ Chho-
ta , S/o Gurdit Singh, R/o
Nangli , PS Mehta, Tehsil
Baba Bakala, Dist Amritsar,
Punjab. 40. 284/42 Swaran
Singh @ Swarana, S/o Dhian
Singh Jat , Rfo Mandran-
wala, Po & PS Ramdas,
Tehsil Ajnala, Dist Amritsar,
Punjab. 41, 298/44 Randhir
Singh @ Dhira s/o Chanan
Singh Jat R/o Natibpura,
Model Town, Division No.
VI, Jalandhar, Punjab. 42.
311/50 Gurinder Singh @
Hira , S/o Major Singh Jat,
R/o Nagoke, PS Verowal,
Tehsil Tarn Taran, Dist
Amritsar, Punjab. 43. 316/51
Narinder Singh, S/o Manga
Singh Jat, R/o Jalalpura, PS
Majitha, Tehsil & Dist
Amritsar, Punjab. 44. 322/52
Mangal Singh @ Manga, S/o
Sohan Singh Jat, R/o Village
of Arjun Manga, PS Mehta,
Tehsil Baba Bakala, Dist
Amritsar, Punjab. 45. 327/54
Paramjit Singh, S/o Avtar
Singh, R/o Udhowali 46.
332/55 Surta Singh, S/o Mal-
ook Singh Jat, R/o Harar
Kalan, POPS & Tehsil
Ajnala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-

Kargil
hero’s

Paramyjit Singh @ Kala, Ran-
jha, S/o Hazara Singh, R/o
Chhina Shahbazpur. 49.
348/58 Balwant Rai @ Gulu
@ Guudit Singh, S/o Haric-
hand Arora, R/o Khilchian
50.349/59 Balkar Singh, Sfo
Mohinder Singh, Village
Jabhowal District Amritsar,
51. 350/60 Gurjit Singh @
Phumman Singh, S/0 Bhajan
Singh. R/o Chajjalwadi, PS
Jandiala, Tehsil Baba Bakala,
Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 52.
371/68 Malkiat Singh @
Meeta, S/o Gulzar Singh Jat,
R/o Rana Kala, PO Jabbow-
al, PS Jandiala Guru, Tehsil
& Dist Amritsar, Punjab. 53.
372/69 Gurmukh Singh @
Gorkhi, S/o Veer Singh, R/o
Jani ki Patti, Mehta, Tehsil
Baba Bakala, Dist Amritsar,
Punjab. 54. 375/70 Trilochan
Singh, S/o Joginder Singh,
R/o Doojowal, PS Ramdas,
Tehsil Ajnala, Dist Amritsar,
Punjab. 55. 378/73 Bal-
winder Singh S/o Ajit Singh
Jat, Rfo Village Nangli
Nusehra, PS Sadar, Dist
Anmnritsar, Punjab. 56. 392/78
Angrej Singh, S/o Charan
Singh Jat, R/o Jalal Usma,
PS Mehta, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 57.395/80 Gurdey Singh
@ Bhutto S/o Harbans
Singh, R/o Pakhoke, PS Tam
Taran (Sadar), Tehsil Tarn-
Taran, Dist Amyritsar, Punjab.
58. 400/81 Lakhwinder
Singh @ Lakha, S/o Surjit
Singh Jat, R/0 Chak Kamal
Khan, PO Sorian, PS Ajnala,
Tehsil & Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 59. 401/82 Harjit Singh
@ Har singh Butter, S/o
Kashmir Singh, R/o Buutar
Kalan, Mehta, Tehsil Baba
Bakala, Dist Amritsar, Pun-
jab. 60.415/89 Jagtar Singh
@ Jagga, S/o Dilip Singh,
R/o Kairon, PS Patti City,
Tehsil Patti, Dist Amritsar,
Punjab. 61. 416/90 Sarwan
Singh, /o Mohinder Singh,
R/o Vi]lage Makhi Margmd-




SAURABH MaLik

Trisune News Ssrvice

CHanoicasH, Novemser 11
Too hittle, too lste that is
how political parties in the
state, and relatives of the
victims, have described the
order of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC)., The order may
have cnded struggle for
monetary relief spread over
a period of two decades,
but the affected say the
amount of compensation
should have been “more™
Taking up the mass cre-
mation case, the NHRC on
Thursday awerded a com
pensation of Rs 2.50 lakh
ehch to the relatives of 169

residents who died in the
custody of the Punjab
Palice.

The comumussion was ear-
lier  directed by the
Supreme Court to decide
the compensation claims
filed by dependents of the
victims taken into custody
by the police on the suspi-
cion of heing terronsts

After they were served the
final summons of death,
their bodies were allegedly
cremated in three police
distnicts  of  Amritsar,
Majitha and Tarn Taran,
Over 2,000 people were
reported missing during the
period. The matter was sob
sequently referred to as the
“mass cremation case”

Reacting to the judgement
soon after its pronounce-
ment, Shiromant  Akali
Dal's Secretary Dr D.S
Cheema claimed that at
least Rs 10 lakh should
have been handed over to
the next of kin.

“Aftet all, several young
and innocent lives were lost
due to police atrocities”, he
asserted. The matter, he
added, should not end here
“Police officers involved in
the commission of heinous
offences like these should
not be allowed to go scot-
free,” “They should be
brought to the book™, he
said.

Expressing dissatisfaction
with the compensation

amount, Ms Paramjit Kaar
Khalra — wife of human
rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra who went
missing inl1995 — said they
had sought compensation
of at least Rs 10 lakh cach,
besides jobs for members of
the aggrieved families.

Human Rights lawyer
R.S. Bains added that
though the judgement was
commendable, yet the com
mission as an institution
had failed to deliver justice
on time. The matter, he
said, was hanging fire for
over two decades

On the other hand, former
MLA-cum-human rights
activist Inderjit Singh Jaijee
said the directive would

Relief too little, too late, says SAD

encourage other aggrieved
families to approach the
commission for justice
The Punjab Police, in the
meantime, clarified that the

award of monetary relief |

was not an expression of
opinion about “culpability

or otherwise' of any police

personnel

Quating the contents of
the judgement, Deputy
Inspector-General of Pun-
jab Police (Litigation)
said the commission had
clarified that the “order
should be treated as an
application of balm to
whatever wounds  that
were still feft and should
not be considered in the
spirit of “win’ or “lose™

ing establishment of sucn
courts was, the only way to
deal with terronism follow-
ing the withdrawal of
POTA

Talking to The Tribune
here last cvening, Mr Bitta
said the courts so formed
should be given wide-
ranging powers so that
they could root out terror-
1sm from the country,

The front leader, while
speaking about the latest
peace initiatives put for-
ward by Pakistan Presi-
dent Parvez Musharraf,
said the proposal was an
insult to the sacrifices
made by the country on
the issue

He said Gen, Musharraf
should not talk through the
media and if at all he had
any proposal it should be
discussed at an appropriate
forum
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2.72 cr relief for kin of
custodial death victims ;

S.S. Neci

LecAaL CORRESPONDENT

New DeLHi, NovemBeR 11

The National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) today ordered the
Punjab Government to pay Rs 2.72-
crore compensation to the kin of 109
persons who had died in custody dur-
ing militancy, holding that the state
was liable to make monetary amends
for infringment on their right to life.

The state government was directed
to pay Rs 2.5 lakh to the kin of each
victim in the three police districts of
Amritsar, Majitha and Tarn Taran
within two months through the dis-
trict magistrates, who would ensure
| disbursement of the money through
the sub-divisional magistrates con-
cerned.

“We hold the state of Punjab liable
to make monetary amends in this
regard,” the NHRC panel comprising
, Chairman Justice A.S. Anand, Justices
Y. Bhaskar Rao and R.S. Kalha said.

Giving its verdict on a batch of peti-
tions referred to it by the Supreme
Court for deciding the compensation
issue, the NHRC said 25 victims were
detected by the CBI in Amritsar dis-
trict, 54 in Majitha and 30 in Tarn
Taran.

The government was directed to pay
50 per cent of the amount to each
| awardee in cash or through cheque and
| deposit the remaining 50 per cent in
| their name in fixed accounts for five
years from which they would be enti-
tled to withdraw the annual interest
earned on it.

Asking the government to submit its
compliance report after two months,
the commission said the order “shall
| be binding” on the state as directed by
the apex court.

The Committee for Coordination on
_ Disappearance (CCDP) in Punjab had

filed 1,600 claims before the commis-
sion, which had invited applications
from victims” kin in July.

Since the NHRC in today’s order had
taken cognisance of 109 cases, hope
for other victims is not over yet as fur-
ther hearing in the matter has been
fixed on December 23, CCDP counsel
P.S. Grewal said.

Though the NHRC refrained from
expressing opinion about the culpabil-
ity of any police official for the mass
custodial deaths for reasons that it
might prejudice the ongoing CBI
probe in these cases.

“A critical task of striking a fair bal-
ance by way of security concerns and
human rights is to be performed and
need of proportionality must not be
ignored... the state cannot be permit-
ted to go over board and in effect
declare a war on the civil liberties of |
people because the rationale of anti-
terrorism measures is aimed at protect-
ing human rights and democracy,” it
said, adding that “counter-terrorism
measures should therefore not under-
mine democratic values or subvert
the rule of law.”

The commission in a compassion-
ate appeal to both Punjab Govern-
ment and the people of the state
reminded that the state had gone
through a “turmoil” during militan-
cy and with their united efforts it
was able to come out of it and the
order on compensation should be
“treated as an application of balm
to whatever wounds are still left
and to engage themselves to make
the state more prosperous and
peaceful in keeping with its great
traditions.”

The order on compensation “should
not be considered in the spirit of ‘win’
or ‘loose’ as, indeed, if is not meant to
be so construed,” the NHRC said.
See also pages 3, 14
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‘NHRC relief inadequate’

Vishal Rambani
Amritsar, November 11

PARAMJIT KAUR, who had
petitioned the National Hu-
man Rights Commission
(NHRC) in the killing of 109
persons in Punjab Police
custody between 1984 and
1994 during terrorism in the
state, today expressed dis-
satisfaction with NHRC’s or-
der for cash compensation
for the affected families.
“Though the NHRC deci-
sion is a step towards victo-
ry, which my late husband
Jaswant Singh Khalra had
dreamt for the affected fam-
ilies, a compensation of Rs
2.5 lakh to each affected
family after a long battle of
20-0odd years is a mockery
with victims® kin. Rs 25

lakh is. inadequate for a -

family that had lost a near
and dear one due fo police
brutality,” Paramjit Kaur
remarked,

Talking to Hindustan

" Times, she said that an affi-

davit submitted by the Pun-
Jjab Government in which it
admitted to killing of 109
persons in police custody
had vindicated Khalra’s
findings of fake killings re-
sorted to by Punjab Police
during terrorism.

i

& a a5 12
kA step in the right
direction, but not
good enough for a 20-

yr fight for justice y

— Paramijit Khaira

“We had pleaded for Rs
10-lakh compensation, a job
and a pension for elder per-
sons of each affected family.
The compensation ordered
by the NHRC is very less.”
she maintained.

She also said that she
hoped that compensations
would be granted in nearly
1,800 cases of custodial
death and police brutality
filed by the Khalra Mission
Committee in the NHRC.

Kaur further asserted
that the KMC would now
fight for identification and
conviction of. police offi-
cials who had killed these
108 persons in custody,
which was admitted to by
the state government.

We will appeal to the
NHRC to increase the com-
pensation amount as was in
case of the death of my hus-
band and advocate Kulwant
Singh, in which the
Supreme Court had granted
a compensation of Rs 10
lakh each to the family of
the duo. ;

It is pertinent to mention
here that NHRC had issued
public notice on July 19 in
connection with the report-
ed killings of 2.097 vouths
in fake encounter and cre-
mations of their bodies as
“unclaimed” during the
militancy days.

Paramjit had filed a writ
petition in the Supreme
Court after the death of her
husband to seek a probe
into these killings.

Khalra, who had first
raised the issue, was report-
edly murdered by cops.
Eight policemen are cur-
rently  facing murder
charges in a Patiala court in
this regard.
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“No one can limit ﬂlegal cremation cases’

G-;metsmgh Mehak
Fatehgarh Sahib, July 29

BIBI PARAMJIT Kaur Khal-
2, the wife of Jaswant

Ehalra, today categor-

f stated that they would
not allow anyone to limit the
cases relating to illegal cre-
mation cases of unclaimed
body to the police districts of
Amritsar, Tarn Taran and
Majitha.

“Amritsar is not the only
district where innocent peo-
ple were killed. The entire
state suffered the police
‘atrocities,” Bibi Khalra, who
is also general secretary of
the Association of Families
of Disappeared in Punjab
(AFDP), said.

Many of those coming to
the camp set up at Amritsar
are returning disappointed
after being informed that
only claims from the three
police districts were being
entertained, she said.

The AFDP is committed
to fighting for all victims of

Paramijit Kaur Khalra, wife of Jaswant Singh Khalra,

expressing her views in Fatehgarh Sahib on Thursday.

the state, she said, adding
that people should come for-
ward and help her associa-
tion by giving details of all
those who were killed in the
“fake encounters”.

“This is the same list re-
leased by my husband in
1994. However, out of the
list of 6,000 compiled by
him, only 2,097 have been
short listed for compensa-
tion,” she said.

The AFDP will try its
best to get compensation for
the remaining cases as well,
she added.

Asked about the SGPC'’s
role, she said her association
was in fact doing what
the 'SGPC and the Panthic
parties should have been do-
ing, as they were busy in
their polities.

“All officers involved in
these false encounters
would try to suppress the
claims by all means. They
should hence be identified
and transferred to far-flung
places,” Bibi Khalra added.
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NHRC notice: A ray of h )

7 'f

e for affected famalies

Demand raised for Rs 10 lakh compensation and punishment to guilty cops

HT Correspondent

aye,"

is how Paramjit Kaur

cops,

Eight |,

pol)ce‘r'nen

It is pertinent to mention

we welcome it and urge the

Amritsar, July 20

WITH THE National Hu-
man Rights Commission
(NHRC) issuing a public no-
tice in connection with the
alleged killing of 2,007
youths in fake encounters
and cremations of their
bodies as “unclaimed” dur-
ing militaney has brought a
ray of, Hope for justice for
the fammes&mchlosnnetr
near and deak phes,

“The NHRC notice has not
only led to a demand for
suitable compensation to
the affected families, but
also t to the

pun

reacted to the Commission
notice, She said that the
NHRC had “vindicated” her
husband and human rights
activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra’s assertions about
“fake encounter killings”.
“By the grace of God, the af-
fected families will now get
Justice,” she added.

1t s pertinent to mention
here that Paramjithad filed
a writ petition in the
Supreéme Court after the
death of her husband to
seek a probe against the
killings allegedly at the
hands of police during

Khalra, who

guilty police officials,
“Der qaye par durust

had first ralsed the issue,
was allegedly killed by

are facing murder charges
in a Patiala court in this re-
gard.
Paramjit Kaur told Hin-
dustan Times that it was
their “first win in a war”
launched by Khalra, who
helped identify bodies of
those killed in “fake’ en-
counters at graveyards and
cremation grounds.

“The NHRC has pub-
lished the same list that my
husband released in the
Canadian Parliament,
which shows that the then
Punjab DGP K.PS. Gill al-
ways spoke lies on the issue
of fake encounters. It also
vindicates our stand,” Kaur
added. ¥

here that the NHRC is con-
ducting an inquiry into the
circumstances leading to
the cremations carried out
by Punjab Police of 2,097
bodles as “unclaimed” in
the police districts of Am-
ritsay, Majitha and Tarn
Taran between June 1984
and December 1994,
Meanwhile, Association
of Families of Deceased in
Punjab coordinator Amrik
Singh, who is fighting for
compensation and justice to
the affected families; assert-
ed that each family should
get Rs 10 lakh, an amount
given to the family of Khal-

ra.
"“Though a belated move,

Supreme Court and the
NHRC to punish the guilty
cops, besides compensating
the affected families,” he
added.

Other human rights and
political outfits also wel-
comed the development. Hu-
man Rights Organisation
chairperson Surinder
Singh Gharyala termed it a
“step toward justice”, Police
first killed Punjabi youths
in fake encounters and then
cremated the hodies as un-
claimed, he charged.

Nahar Singh, who had
lost his son in a “fake police
encounter” in Tarn Taran,
quipped, “It has given us
hope for justice”,

hoag K’“.C Iy
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Tupien EXRESS:  0Tu0y oot (TuBsoRy)
At last, justice finds the missing

ENHRC! Lists the names of 693 youths cremated by the Punjab Pohce

DHARMENDRA RATAUL
AMRITSAR, JULY 19

FOR years, their fami-
lies had given them up for %
missing. For years, they had 2
swung between hope and £
despair. Living life in a state
of limbo in the absence of

| any proof to validatc their
worst fears: that their sons
| were dead. All because the
Punjab police had cre-
mated as unidentified the
. bodies of 2,097 men during
the height of militancy. To-
day, many of these families
were finally able to come to
terms with the past when
the National Human Rights
~Commission (NHRE) 15
sued an advertisement list-
ing the names 0f 693 youths
who were cremated by the
| police, and asked them to
submit claims for compen-
sation if any on account of

i ingh (i of their family during militanc!
' rights violations. Roor Singh (in dark blue turban) and others who lost members i ly during Y

Tears coursed down the  ‘Tejinder Singh neatly under-  wind police picked up my prompted them togive us all

| cheeks of Roor Singh ashe  lined. “It was in a midnight  younger son Tejinder who  a hiding,” he cries. About
clutched at the newspaper swoopdownonourhouseat wasonly 23. We asked them  ten days later, theyreadina
with the name of his son Throovillage that the Bhiki-  to tell us why but that only

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

vemacular that Tejinder, de- =

scribed asa ‘militant’, badbeen  Kuaua s wire nuperu wo

‘;‘e‘i‘i ’:;;““"-e’:j“gg";(gy ‘i‘;o“’; B PARAMUIT Kaur, wife of Jaswant Singh Khalra, a human righls l
could we believe the report,”
says Roor Singh.

After today’s ad, he believes
it. But more important to him is
the prospect of justice, the line
that rcads: “If, as a result of en-

activist who had collected data regarding the disappeared per-
sons and was allegediy kidnapped by the Punjab police on S
tember 6, 1993, said the NHRC orderwas a ray of hope for every
ane like her. “It's been along legal haul, and | can finally see
some reason for hope.”
Deputy Chairmean of Punjab Human Rights Organisation Kirpal
TN Singh Randhawa calted for compensation of at least Rs 10 lakh
e :‘;’:g;:’c"g ‘::;s;m besides rehabilitation of the affrected families. He also sought
following the lawful procedure punishment for the police qfﬁce:s involved."The properties of the
police officers who made fiches and were promoted for commit-
otherviolation of human rights tingthese cﬂmas_must be confiscated, and criminal cases
in relation to such deceased ~ Si2Ppedonthem

person, the Commission may... consider grant  them. I tried so hard to stop them but failed.” '
of compensation.” For Roor, more than com-  That was the last she saw of her son. Before

or that there has been any

pensation, it's a chance to prove his son’s inno-
cence, This is the story of most of the people
queuing up at the camp office of Amrik Singh,
coordinator of Association of Families of Dis-
appeared People in Punjab (AFDPP), who's
‘examining their credentials as per directions of
the NHRC.

Teja Singh, who fled his native village of
Saido for the fear of police, tells how his son
Gurnam Singh, who was in his early 20s, was
picked up from their rented house in Harayana,
and killed in a fake encounter by the Kairon po-
fice. “But we never got 1o sec his body, Now it
scems justice will finally be done,” he sighs.

The 80-plus Dalip Kaur of Bhindia village
mear Lopoke. who lost her eyesight while waiting
i vam for her son Karamyjit Singh, sobs quietly
when you broach the topic with her., “I can
mever freet the night of January 16, 1993, when

leaving, the policemen said they were from Ra-
jpura. Later, aneighbour told her about anews- |
paper report claiming that her son was a mili- |
tant and had been killed in an encounter. Today |
her only aim in life is to see justice being done to
his memory. “He was innocent, write that
down.,” hervoice trembles.

For Nishan Singh, whose brother Kulwant
Singh, 28, was also killed in an alleged en-
counter at Kakkar village, the news means an |
end to a futile search. “But T am still apprehen-
sive about the police, the commission must en-
sure our safety if it wants us to come forth and
speak out the truth,” he says.

This is the demand of most people at the
camp office which is registering the affected
families and helping them file affidavits. “Out
of the total of over 2,000 families. we have pro-
vided counselling to more than 80 and the
process is on,” said Amrik Singh, adding that
most of the families are hoping 10 get some
compensation.
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“NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

SARDAR PATEL BHAVAN, SANSAD MARG NEW DELHI-110001

REFERENCE CASE NO. 1/97/NHRC
(Arising out of the order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India dated December 12,

1996 and September 10, 1998 in Writ Petition No. 447/95 and 497/95)

PUBILIAC NOTICE

Under the remit of the Supreme Court of India, the National Human Rights
Commission is conducting an inquiry into the circumstances leading to the
cremation, by the Punjab Police, of 2097 dead bodies as unclaimed!
unidentified in the police districts of Amritsar, Majitha and Tam Taran
batwean June 1984 to December 1994 I, as a result of the inquiry it is
found that those 2097 dead bodies or some of them were cremated with-
out following the lawful procedure or that there has been any other viola-
tion of human rights in relation to such deceased person, the Commission
may in appropriate case or cases consider the question of grant of com-
pensation to the legal heirs/NOK of the deceased.
For the aforesaid purpose, the National Human Rights Commission had
invited claims/applications through a public notice from the legal heirs and
dependants of the deceased. In response to the public notice 88 claims
were received.
From the inquiry conducted so far, the CBI had submitted lists A,.B and C
furnishing the detalls of 582 identified dead bodies (List A), 278 partially
identified dead bodies (List B) and 1237 unidentified dead bodies {List C)
‘The National Human Rights Commission undertook an exercise to further
identify the dead bodies cremated by the Punjab Police. As a consequence
thereof, 64 more deceased from the 'List B' and 47 more deceased from
the 'List C' have been identified whose names have been added in List A’
of the identified deceased. Thus, as on date the identity of the 693 cremations
under investigation, has been definitely ascertained
In its order dated 17.03.2004, the Naticnal Human Rights Commission
observed that for efiective determination of issues, inciuding compensa-
tion, it is essential to invite claims from next of kin (NOK) of the cremated
persons. Hence by this public notice, the National Rights Commission
invites NOK of all such persons whose name figure in the CBI Lists A& B
(being published along with this notice) to submit their claims, if any, in per-
son or through counsel. NOK of persons, other than those mentioned In
Lists ‘A and '8', who also consider that they have some claim to prefer in
respect of their 'unidentified’ deceased (List C) may also, likewise submit
their claims 1o the Commission in person or through their counsel, Such
NOKs may also refer to 'List C' (being published along with the notice) con-
taining available particulars of the 'unidentified’ cremations.
The Commission clarifies that the 88 claimants, who had responded to the
earlier notice, need not file fresh claims. A separate communication is
being sent to them in connection with processing of their claims.
The claims/applications, giving details/particulars of the comg 1, his
relationship with the deceased as well as the names and addresses of other
legal heirs of the deceased aleng with the particulars and the facts within
the knowledge of claimant relevant for the determination of claim supported
by an affidavit duly attested by an Oath Commissioner, should be sent either
by Registered Post or submitted in person at the Commission's office at
Sardar Patel Bhavan, Sansad Marg, New Delhi within 8 weeks from the
date of publication of notice,
Belated and incomplete claims/applications are liable {o be rejected sum-
marily. Any false information given either in the claim/application form or
in the affidavit would invite prosecution of the claimant.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL of the Commissionthis ___ day
of May, 2004.

[By Order]

Registrar
NHRC

Reference Case No. 1/1997/NHRC
LIST-'A’
LIST OF IDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES DIED DUE TO
POLICE/PARA MILITARY FORCES ENCOUNTER AND
CREMATED BY PUNJAB POLICE
_ POLICE DIST. TARAN TARAN, PUNJAB

Name of the Deceased Date of Police Stn.
cremation & FIR No.

06.07.84 Varowal 255/84

Sukhdev Singh @ Sukha, S/o Isher
Singh, R/ Tanori Distt. Jind. Haryana
Acchar Singh, S/o Tara Singh, Rlo
Kamtoke, Tehsil Path, ASR

Virsa Singh, Sio Hamam Singh

Rlo SurSingh

Sukhwant Singh S/o Desa Singh Rio
Chak Sikkander, PS, Ramdas

Swam Singh S/o Mahanta Singh R/o
Kamboke, Tehsil. Patti

21.07.84 Pattia 223/84

10.05.87 Harike 59/87
05.07.87 Valotha 20/87
18.10.87 Jhahal 227/87
18.10.87 Verowral 204/87

091187  Ciy TamTaran

58/149
59/150
80/151
61/152
62/154
63/158

647158
85./159

€8/160

671161
68162
69167
701168
71/168
721183
73197
741199
75/201
76/205

77/2068

79/209
80/210
81211
82/235
B3/246
84/256
B&/267
B8/258
B7/259
88/260
88/261
90/262

91/283

Khuharka.

Resham Singh S/o Tarlok Singh Jat Rlo
Varlia

Baibir Singh @ Beera S/o Hazara Singh
FR/o Dhulkehina PS Khemkaran

Puran Singh @ Tunda S/o Gian Singh
Jat Rlo Khuharka PS. Patii

Gurdev Singh Slo Piara Singh Rie
Ratoke

Ukuwinder Singh @ Gaddi S/o Hamam
Singh Jat R/o Marar

Jagtar Singh @ Jaggt Sfo Kundan Singh
R/o Mehmoodpura

Ruldu. S/o Bawa Singh R/o Pringri
Jamall Singh Sio Kartar Singh, Rlo
Joura,

Paramjeet Singh @ Pamma, S/ Pyara
Singh, Rio Kirtowal Pargat Singh Slo
Kartar Singh R/o. Jhugian Kaluwakian
Bohar Singh S/o Kashmir Singh Jat,
Rio Kalse.

Sawinder Singh @ Mohinder Singh S/c
Kamail Singh, R/c Rasoolpur.
Bhupinder Singh @ Bhola S/o Chanchal
Singh, Rlo Jandiala Guru

Ranjeet Singh @ Bitu Sfo Harbhajan
Singh Jat, Rlo jandiala Guny,

Dilbagh Singh S/a Hari Singh Jat, Rio
Dhotian.

Kashmir Singh S/o Dharam Singh, Rfo
Jhandel.

Chanan Singh S/o Darshan Singh, Rio
Chumlewad

Satnam Singh @ Satta Sio Sewa Singh,
Rio Valicha.

Mulagar Singh S/o Hardeep Singh, Rio
Msahmoodpura,

Major Singh S/o Gulzar Singh Jat, Rio
Nadhohar.

Gumam Singh S/o Kartar Singh, Rlo
Rascolpur.

Nishan Singh S/o Kamail Singh, R’o
Shirpur Seda.

Amar Singh @ Pyara Singh, SioAjit
Singh Jai, R/o Kalan Satatra.

Ranjit Singh @ Rana S/o Harbhajan
Singh Jat, R/o Birja.

Sardool Singh S/o Dara Singh, Rfo
Jodh Singhwala.

Amarjeet Kaur W/o Sardcol Singh, /o
Moh, Nanzksar, Tam Taran.

Darshan Singh Slo Jamail Singh,

Rfo Sabra.

Bhinder Singh S/o Gurbachan Singh,
Rfo Shakhera.

Satnam Singh S/o Bhajan Singh, Rio
Baghari.

Sukhdev Singh @ Kala S/o Virsa Singh
Jat, Rio Dhulkouna.

Mukhtiar Singh @ Mand S/o Amar Singh,
R/o Bhuakohnu.

Pappu S/o Jamail Singh, R/o Verowal.

Kuldeep Singh S/o Puran Singh, R/ic
Ran Singhwala.

Beer Singh @ Baer Singh Sfo Surbaksh
Singh, Rfo Chatiwind.

Gopal Singh S/o Bagh Singh, Rlo
Maneks.

Manga! Singh S/o Jeginder Singh Jat,
R/o Paikhoxe

Harbhej Singh S/o Angrez Zingh, Rio
Dharar.

Gurvail Singh 8/o Joginder Singh, R/o
Jawende,

Sukhwinder Singh @ Sanga S/o Gulzar
Singh Jat, Rio Sanga.

31.10.89
31.10.89
311080
31.10.89
11.11.89
30.12.89

13.01.80
24.01.30

25.01.80

25.01.80
25.01.90
03.03.90
03.08.90
03.08.80
27.05.90
28.07.90
30.07.90
02.08.90
16.07.90
16.07.80
18.07.90
06.07.60
06.07.90
02.08.80
22,0890
10.09.90
04.10.90
04.10.90
11.10.80
11.10.90
11.10.90
25.11.80
25.11.90
04.12.90
22:10.90
22.10.90

22.10.80

Valoha 108/89
Valoha 108/89
Valtoha 108/89
Vaftoha 108/89
Harike 94/89

Khalra 148/80

Harike 5/30
City TT 1690

Valtoha 7,20

Valtoha 790
Valloha 7/90
Sadar T.T. 1190
Sadar T.T. 1120
Sadar T.T. 11/00
Jhabal 49/90
City T-T. 147/90
Valioha 82/90
Bhikhiwind77/90
Harike 42/90
Harike 40/90
Harike 48/90
Valtoha 71/80
Valioha 71/90
Bhikhiwind 77/30
City T.T. 160/30
Patti 171/90
Harike 86/80
Harike 66/90
Valtoha

10990

Vattoha

108/90

Yaltoha

10990

Vaitoha

125/90

VaHoha

125/90

Valtoha

128/00

Sadar T.T.

94/90
Sadar T.T.
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PUNJAB PULSE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY .23

E Khalra Mission
Committee (KMC)
today alleged that the

witnesses in the Khalra “ab-
duction and murder” case
were being prevented from
deposing before the court by
registering of “false cases”
against them. Releasing a
copy of the letter written to
the Prime Minister as well as
the Chief Minister, human
right activists demanded that
the police officers accused of
murdering Khalra should be
removed from active duty till
the hearings were completed.

Addressing o joint press
conference here today, 15
human rights activists said
this development has oc-
curred in the past two
months, ever sinee the High
Court directed that the trial
should be completéd in six
months.

Jaswant Singh Khalra,
who had brought to light the
case of illegal cremations in
Amritsar was allegedly ab-
ducted and killed in Sep-
tember 1995 by nine police
officers.

Narrating the sequence of

o In Chandi,

Singh Bains, said a star wit-
ness Kikker Singh was “neu-
tralized" by registration of
five criminal cases sgainst
him and his father. He spent
two-and-a-half years in jail,
and had turned hostile,

The second casednvolved
was arrested in a rape case.
“The circumnstances were far
too tclllng which convinced

b thot itwae o false

apress

case”, the [etter written to the
PM says.

As and when his turn
came for providing evidence,
another case was registered
against him, Kirpal has al-
readycomplained that the IG
of Patiala Range, Rajinder
Singh was threatening him.

on y. Express photo

charged duc to public out-
rage. Senior journalist Dalbir
Singh added that the FIR
against Rajiv has already
been declared as “false” by
the Punjab State Human
Rights Commission.
Advocate
Smgh Bains said the mclhud

Accused cops still
posted in Amritsar
THOUGH the Suprama
Court hiad ordered that the
aocused police officers
should nol bg posted in Am-
rifsar, Tarn Taran or in ad-
Jolning disiricts, they con-
1inue to b posted there. Trie
KMC cited the namegof
Jaspal Singh, DSP, Phag-
wara, Rachpal Singh, SHO,
Bhikhiwing and Jasbir
Slingh, 81 at Jandiala Guni.
Two of the accusad, Ajit
Singh Bains and Ashok Ku-
mar have died during the
pendeancy of the trial,

trial should be completed
within six months.

Besides Paramjit Kaur,
wife of Jaswant Smgh Klalra,
those who addressed the
press conference included Dr
Gurdarshan Singh Dhillon,
Inderjit Singh Jajee and
Baljit Kaur of MASR, Amar
Singh Chahal of Lawyers for
Human Rights, Maj Gen
(retd.) Narinder Singh,
Gurtej Singh, former IAS,
Ra}mdcr Smgh of Khalsa

Rajiv Singh Randk
who had recognised some of
the killerswas booked ina da-
coity case but had to be dis-

merged onlychxrmg the past
two months, ever since the
High Court directed that the

pal Singh
Dhamx of Our Asta Thust,
and Jaspal Singh Dhillon, hu-
man rights activist,

SO0y NP K
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‘Police threatening witnesses’

Khalra Committee accuses govt of violating SC order by posting accused in Tarn Taran

HT Correspondent
Chandigarh January 23

THE KHALRA Committee
today accused the Punjab
Police of pressurizing wit-
nesses in the Jaswant Singh
Khalra murder case to turn
hostile and said the state
government had violated
the Supreme Court orders
by posting the accused offi-
cials in Tarn Taran police
district before the verdict
was delivered.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, committee
members, including Justice

Ajit Singh Bains (retired)
and Khalra's wife Paramjeet
Kaur, alleged that the police
had been registering false
cases against the witnesses
to mount pressure so that
they turned hostile.
Paramjeet Kaur said that
the state government had
posted the accused police of-
ficials within Tarn Taran
police district despite the
apex court's orders that no
officer could be posted in the
district till the verdict was
delivered. “Yet the govern-
ment has posted two SHOs
and a DSP there. These offi-

cers are now instrumental
in registering cases against
witnesses," she said.

Bains said while five cases
had been registered at differ-
ent police stations against
Kikkar Singh, another
prime witness in the case,
Kirpal Singh, had been
booked in a fake rape case,
Similarly, he said, witness
Rajiv Singh was being pres-
surised to turn hostile and a
criminal case had been reg-
istered against him.

Bains said the cases were
“purely and absolutely
fake” and had fallen flat in

the court. “This proves that
the police had mala fide in-
tentions. Kirpal Singh has
been acquitted and the Pun-
jab State Human Rights
Commission has fined the
police Rs 50,000, he said.

He said that Khalra had
been picked up from his
house by former Tarn
Taran SSP A.S. Sandhu in
September 1095 and was
taken to a house at Manaw-
al in Amritsar, where senior
police officials met him be-
fore he was murdered. The
case is pending with
the CBL

R0
-
<)
2
20
0
N




‘TH& q&\ RUNE

dLt JaNRooS
Khalra murder
case: rights body

writes to PM

TriBuNE NEws SERVICE

them not to appear at the hear-

ings of the case,” Justice Bains
told reporiers at a press confer-
ence here today.

|
|
- ‘also by verbally threatening g

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 23

Actusing the state police of
intimidating witnesses in the
Jaswant Singh Khalra murder

He also pointed out that the k
S

s, NNeh wes Aol emesinpins s

against five police officers in
1995, hurnan rights organisa-
tions here have written to
Printe Minister Manmohan
Singh and Punjab Chief Min-
isterr Amarinder  Singh,
demanding the immediate
removal of [G (Patiala Range)
Rajinder Singh for allegedly
harassing and intimidating the
witnesses in the case

Human rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra was
allégedly abducted on. Sep-
tember 6, 1995, by policemen
and -and then killed: The
accused m the case included
the then SSP Ajit Singh Sand-
hu.. who commifted suicide
about five years back, two
DSPs. three SHOs and two
low gank policemen. The case
is presently being heard in the
Patiala Sessions Court,

The letter has been signed by
Khalra Mission Commitice
(KMC) Chairman, Harman-
deepSingh,. Panjab Human
Rights Oreamsanon (PHRO)
Chaifmian Justice Ajit Singh
Baips, and members of the
Lawyers for Human. Rights
International (LHRI) and other
rights bodies activists.

"No rule of law prevails as
the state police is harassing the
witnesses by not only lodging
false, cases. against fhem, but

been removed from Amritsar
and Tam Taran districts despite
a Supreme Court order in this
regard. The CBI had accused
the seven policemen of abduct-
ing and killing Jaswant Singh.
One of the key accused police
officers, DSP Jaspal Singh,
was still posted in Amritsar
city, he added.

The letter alleged that one
of the key witnesses, Kikkar
Singh, was pressurised by
the state police to be neutral
in the court proceedings of
the Khalra case as he and his
father had been implicated in
five false cases.

The letter also pointed out
that the Punjab State Human
Rights Commission
(PSHRC) had already asked
the state government to pay a
compensation of Rs 50,000 to
one of the witnesses, Rajiv
Randhawa, against whom a
false case was lodged by the
Amritsar police.

Khalra's wife Paramjit Kaur,
who was also present at the
press conference, said it took
the Patiala Sessions Court two
and a half years to record her
statements. "The witnesses in
the case are facing tremen-
dous physical and mental pres-
sure from the Punjab police for
not appearing in the court.”
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Commission holds first
hearing on missing victims

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Amritsar: The one-man
commission formed to
identify 814 victims of mil-
itancy, who were allegedly
killed in police encounters
during the heydays of mil-
itancy, held its first hear-
ing here on Friday.

But the kin of some of
the victims who had also
come here to meet-Justice
K S Bhalla, retired judge of
Punjab and Haryana High
Court heading the com-
mission, were seen a de-
jected lot as they could not
narrate their tale of woes
in front of him. Perhaps,
they never knew that it was
the first hearing of the
commission and that the
commissioner was sup-

posed to meet activists of
human rights organisa-
tions and other govern-
ment authorities, but not
the victims’ kin.

Rattan Singh, whose
son Balwant Singh alias
Joga was allegedly killed
in an encounter with po-
lice in 1988, had come here
after reading the adver-
tisement NHRC had placed
in newspapers asking peo-
ple to submit claims re-
garding their missing rel-
atives. All that Rattan
Singh wants is to restore
the dignity of his son. He
sees hope but the wait is
proving too long.

NHRC had earlier in-
vited claims from the rela-
tives of 814 victims to fix
their identities with the
help of concerned author-

ities including petitioners
so as to give them mone-
tary relief. The reportisto
be submitted with NHRC
by June 30, 2007. NHRC had
earlier awarded Rs 1.75
lakh compensation each to
the next of kin of 1,051
missing persons, The Com-
mission had come to a con-
clusion that ouf of 2,097
missing persons, 194 de-
ceased were admittedly ei-
ther in the custody or
deemed custody of police
authorities immediately
before their death and cre-
mation, Believing that the

police had failed in their .

duty to safeguard persons
who were in custody of po-
lice, NHRC extended a
compensation to Rs 2.5
lakh each in case of these
194 victims.
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To hear families in Amritsar today

Kuldeep Mann
Amritsar, December 14

IN WHAT is seen as the last
hope for families of people ille-
gitimately cremated by the Pun-
jab Police during the days of
terrorism, National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)-
designated Commissioner Jus-
tice K.S. Bhalla (retd) has start-
ed his inquiry into the undis-
closed cremation of 814 per-
sons.

The NHRC in October this
year had appointed Justice
Bhalla as commissioner to iden-
tify the remaining 814 bodies of
the 2,097 regarding which hu-
man rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra had collected evi-
dence of having been cremated
without following lawful proce-
dures. The matter has been

ILLEGAL
CREMATIONS

hanging fire for a decade. Jus-
tice Bhalla would be camping in
Amritsar on December 15 and
16 to hear complaints regarding
abductions, fake killings and se-
cret cremations by the police
during the height of militancy.

Human rights activists, in-
cluding Ram Narayan, Navki-
ran Singh and Khalra Mission
Organisation (KMO) chief* Bibi
Paramjit Kaur, are expected to
depose before the one-man com-
mission.

Justice Bhalla is expected to
take up inputs collected by
Jaswant Singh Khalra, who af-
ter he gathered evidence on the

continued on page 7

|5 DEcC oo 6

Justice Bhalla probe
 panel begins work

|
|
|

Justice Bhalla probe
panel begins work

continued from page 1

secret cremations was himself eliminated by the pe-
lice. He had collected proof-of at least 2,097 persons
having been illegally cremated at two cremation
grounds in Amritsar and one in Tarn Taran.

The victims had allegedly been killed by the police
in‘fake encounters.

After Khalra, his wife Paramjit Kaur and other ac-
tivists moved the NHRC, which referred the case to the
CBI. However, the premier investigation agency un-
covered little beyond what Jaswant Khalra had ex-
posed.Of the 2,097 cases, 194 families have been award-
ed compensation of Rs 2.5 lakh each, while the NHRC
has recommended relief of Rs 1.75 lakh each in 1,051
cases. In the remaining 814 cases, details like address-
es and dates of FIR are not available, which Justice
Bhalla is expected to work on.

Paramjit Kaur told Hindustan Times that all vic-
tims’ families were in touch with them, and if re-
quired, they could be produced before the commission.

She added: “The NHRC-designated commission is re-
stricting its investigations to the secret cremations
carried out in only three cremation grounds. What
about the fake encounters and illegal cremations that
took place in the rest of Punjab? And what about the
cases in which bodies were thrown into rivers and
‘canals?” Claiming to have the support of global organ-
isations like Amnesty International, Ensaaf and Asia
‘Watch, Paramjit said they would do their best to see
every cop guilty of fake encounters behind bars.
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Justice Bhalla urged to expand scope

ights activists want killings carried out to rehabilitate police cats’ probed too

— N - . According to sources, even ac.

', Dacamber 15 5 A i complishing the limited task as-

y 2 i " slgmed 15 not be likely ta be easy

N A5 Justice K.S. Bhalla 4 : for Justice Bhalla, a5 families of

i) — appointed Commission- ) & Ex Lo y y only 203 of the 814 victims have

P by the National Human % z 7 ¥ come forward so far, despite no-

plghity Commission (NHRC) to fel tices taken out by the NHRC in
Hantity 614 persons illegally s o ; . = (B8 Jeading newspapers.

nited by the Punjab Police — ‘. % \ -5 Menonwhile, after verifying

0d the hearings here today, . A : 2 . 7 : PN  (he antecedents of some more

rights activists urged 10 J X $ . 7 \ 1 missing persons, the state goy-

i to also seek details from the - ¢ x ? 3 . o = ernment has reportadly cleared

ab government regarding i / ¥ b the cases of another 45 vietims,

ple allegedly killed 1o reha- LA > i e & : il whose families wonld be consid.

16 more than 800 police - ; i ' AL 7 4 . 1 eved eligible for the Rs 1.76 lakh

s, p 4 X 7 R compensation recently awarded

llknown human rights ac- P g = il 3 x 3 by the NHRC for kin of illegally

Ram Norayan Kumar said ; i 1 A . " i Wh Tt cremated persons,

i inguiry wonld be incomplete
Jll Justice Bhalls also procured
on the killings allegudly
1od out by the police to cov-
for former militants and In-
prmers under an undisclosed
plioy to protect them.
[ Mo rafsed the issue on the ba-
of admissions made by Pun-

Ram Narayan Kumar said it
was unfortunate that the Jong le-
g4l battle fought by them with ut-
most commitment had Leen re
duced to a mere struggls for cols
lecting monetary compensation

“All government  Agencles
seem unanimous in thelr ap:
proach that revealing true [ifor
mation in this case would be

b DGP 8.5, Virk — and subse- 3/ | i %
endorsvd by Chief Min- e e N G ! A detrimental to national inter
it Singh — A FRIR b ) 3 ests, Even u statuary body ke
ion of ! ! : ¥ 4 @B £ k the NHRC 15 under pressuis
A0 . : 4 RO from government agencles,
HT PHOTOS 3 o | causeof which it s fulled (o
Khalra Mission Organisation chief Paramjit Kaur and Lawyors for Human Rights general . R Iiver In this case”
secratary Navkiran Singh atter a hearing 1o identify lllegally cromated persons and Justice ¥ b adding that even l‘l
JJ.8. Bhalla (right) stepping out of the court In Amritsar on Friday. | - ' done nothing to revesl

¥ plote truth.
o logal kil the police. limited to collecting details on  Amritsar and ons in Tarn the next date for hearlngs, He The human
Justice Bhalla, however, gave the as-vet unidentified f1a per- ‘Taran. After hearing a number  also asiod tho police to provide  sald Wi
no Anous, stating that as  sons who were allegedly cremat-  of people through the day, Jus-  him coples of the FIRs rogis
pe Grdars, his rolo was  ed at two cremation grounds in  tice Bhalls fixed January @ as  tered In all the 814 onsen,
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Justice Bhalla probe

panel begins work
To hear families in Amritsar today

Kuldeep Mann
Amritsar, December 14

IN WHAT is seen as the last
hope for families of people ille-
gitimately cremated by the Pun-
jab Police during the days of
terrorism, National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)-
designated Commissioner Jus-
tice K.S. Bhalla (retd) has start-
ed his inguiry into the undis-
closed cremation of 814 per-
sons.

The NHRC in October this
year had appointed Justice
Bhalla as commissioner to iden-
tify the remaining 814 bodies of
the 2,097 regarding which hu-
man rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra had collected evi-
dence of having been cremated
without following lawful proce-
dures. The matter has been

ILLEGAL
CREMATIONS

hanging fire for a decade. Jus-
tice Bhalla would be camping in
Amritsar on December 15 and
16to hear complaints regarding
abductions, fake killings and se-
cret cremations by the police
during the height of militancy.

Human rights activists, in-
cluding Ram Narayan, Navki-
ran Singh and Khalra Mission
Organisation (KMO) chief' Bibi
Paramjit Kaur, are expected to
depose before the one-man com-
mission.

Justice Bhalla is expected to
take up inputs collected by
Jaswant Singh Khalra, who af-
ter he gathered evidence on the

continued on page 7
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continued from page 1

secret cremations was himself eliminated by the po-
lice. He had collected proof-of at least 2,097 persons
having been illegally cremated at two cremation
grounds in Amritsar and one in Tarn Taran.

The victims had allegedly been killed by the police
infake encounters.

After Khalra, his wife Paramjit Kaur and other ac-
tivists moved the NHRC, which referred the case to the
CBI. However, the premier investigation agency un-
covered little beyond what Jaswant Khalra had ex-
posed.Of the 2,097 cases, 194 families have been award-
ed compensation of Rs 2.5 lakh each, while the NHRC
has recommended relief of Rs 1.75 lakh each in 1,051
cases. In the remaining 814 cases, details like address-
es and dates of FIR are not available, which Justice
Bhalla is expected to work on.

Paramjit Kaur told Hindustan Times that all vic-
tims’ families were in touch with them, and if re-
quired, they could be produced before the commission.

She added: “The NHRC-designated commission is re-
stricting its investigations to the secret cremations
carried out in only three cremation grounds. What
about the fake encounters and illegal cremations that
took place in the rest of Punjab? And what about the
cases in which bodies were thrown into rivers and
canals?” Claiming to have the support of global organ-
isations like Amnesty International, Ensaaf and Asia
Watch. Paramjit said they would do their best to see
every cop guilty of fake encounters behind bars.
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HC upholds 5 cops’ conv =3 P

HT Correspondent
Chandigarh, October 8

THE PUNJAB and Haryana High Court to-
day upheld the conviction of Deputy Super-
Intendent of Police Jaspal Singh and four
other cops in human rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra murder case.

A Diviston Bench comprising Justice
Mehtab Singh Gill and Justice AN, Jindal,
however, d Assistant Sub-Inspec
Amarjit Singh and divected that if in cus-
tody he should be released.

Along with Jaspai Singh, the cops whose
conviction has been upheld are Satmam
Singh, Surinder Pal Singh, Jasbir Singh and
Prithipal Singh.

In # 25page order the Bench observed,
“Taking the statement of witnesses in totali-
ty we have no hesitation in coming to the con-
clusion that Jaswant Khalrn was
picked up from his house 4t the instanos of
SSP Ajit Singh Sandhu by appellants Jaspal
Singh, Satnam Singh, Surinder Pal Singh,
Jashir Singh and Prithipal Singh, He was tor-

File photo of Jaswan! Singh Khalra’e wite In
front of her husband's portrait,

tured at Jhabal police station and shot ded
there, Finally his body was disposed of |
them near the Harike Bridge on Sutlej rivei

Khalra had disappeared in 1995,

The Bench also observed that a number
defence witnesses had been examine;
“Their tes and veracily were gor
into, but ultimately it comes cut that
were unfruthful witnesses, who were goi
out of the way to help the appellants. A
cate Guriit Singh Kahlon went out of t
way o procure 4 false affidavit under thre
{from prosecution witness Kuldeep Singh.”

The Bench observed that the motive
fitnd the commission of the offence had
speltout not just by one, huta number of
nesses, including retired Justioe A.S. Bains

The Judges observed: “All these witry
have stated that Khalra was & human righ
activist and was looking Into the deaths of
nocent persans, who had been killed in f;
encounters and thedr bodies cremated i tf
districteof Amritsar and Tarn Tavin.”

Referring to the importance of key wh
ness Kuldeep Singh, & former Special Polic

ASI acquitted of murder of human rights activist, who we
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High court upholds
DSP’s life term

SI Let Off, Punishment of 4 Increased

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Plea against Gill

The court referred an appeal filed by
Paramjit Kaur Khalra, wife of human
rights activist, for summoning and
prosecuting former Punjab police chief
KPS Gill, saying there was evidence
against his role in the liquidation of

Chandigarh: The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Monday acquitted sub-in-
spector Amarjit Singh, upheld life term
for DSP Jaspal Singh and enhanced the
punishment of four others in the custo-
dial death case of Amritsar-based human
rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra

in 1995.

Division bench of justice Mehtab Singh
Gill and AN Jindal, accepted the appeal
of sub-inspector Amarjit Singh acquitting
him of the charges of involvement in
Khalra’s custodial killing.

He was convicted and sentenced to life

imprisonment by the special GBI court,
Patiala, on the basis of investigation con-
ducted by the CBI on the directions of the
Supreme Court.
: Dismissing the appeals of five other
: police officials, including DSP Jaspal
i Singh, the bench upheld the conviction
and sentence of DSP Jaspal Singh, who
is serving life imprisonment in Central
Jail, Patiala.

Meanwhile, the court ordered to en-
hance punishment of rigerous imprison-
ment of seven years each awarded by the
trial court in the case of four police offi-

bench.

her husband by the police. The latter
issue will be heard by another bench
as this bench hears appeals in criminal
cases only. The matter would now
stand referred to the chief justice, who
would assign the same to another

KHALRA CASE

clals — Satnam Singh, Jasbir Singh,
Surinder Pal Singh and Prithipal Singh
— and fixed the case for further hearing

on Wednesday.

Two of the accused — Ajit Singh Sand-

" huthe then superintendent of police, Tarn
Taran, and Ashok Kumar;, deputy super-
intendent of police — ave no longer alive
as Sandhu committed suicide while the

other died a natural death.
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‘Extortion is a terror hangover’

Sanjay Sharma | TNN

Chandigarh: Leading human
rights lawyer Amar Singh Cha-
hal moved the Punjab and
Haryana High Court seeking ac-
tion against tainted police offi-
cers and urged CBI, Central Vig-
ilance Commission and anti-cor-

| .ruption wing in the prime min-

o
:

ister’s office to crack down on
such officers. :

Chahal says since the setting
up of -Punjab State Human
Rights Commission, 90% com-
plaints have been against police
officers who extort money from
the people. Extortion is a hang-
over of terrorism days, he adds.

Paramjit Kaur Khalra of
Khalra Mission, a human rights
body fighting for justice to
around 2,000 missing people in
Punjab, says they have a list of
150 officers who made money
and indulged in killings during

- militancy. Instances of police ex-

torting money during the black
days of militancy were plenty.
Organisation’s patron Dalbir
Singh adds one of his relatives
was killed for his failure to de-
liver money to the police.

 policing rogues

According to the figures provided by Punjab police, in the last three
months alone Punjab police has slapped as many as 87 cases against
its 115 rogue policemen for their involvement in criminal activities.
The wolves in khaki have been charged with drug peddling, assault,
threat and graft. As if stealing was not enough, Punjab cops have
graduated to bank robberies and dacoities.

~Rajwinder Singh Bains, a
leading criminal lawyer, says
corruption corroded the Punjab
police as it had powers of intel-

ligence agencies. Sadly, the sit-

nation has not changed.

Bains says his client Narain
Singh Chaura, who was an ac-
cused in the jailbreak case, gave
him a list of 20 people who were
shown killed and were living un-
der changed identities. They are
still active and their controllers
are retired officers. These peo-
ple like Sukhi, whose house was
raided on Sunday, are operating
for these officers to circumvent
the 1aw and amass property for
them. They should have been de-
activated and the officers who
handled militancy should have
gone through a scrutiny before
they are given a peacetime post-
ing, adds the lawyer.

Prof SL Sharma, course di-
rector of Chandigarh-based In-
stitute for Correctional Admin-
istration that reforms police
forces, says militancy provided
the most conducive environment
to the corrupt. The malaise can
only be curbed by enlarging the
scope of the Supreme Court
judgment against candidates in
elections. Every officer should
declare his assets — first at the
time of joining duty and then
every subsequent year. The of-
ficers who played a major role
during militancy should be
asked to go through an addi-
tional scrutiny before a special-
1y set-up cominission, he adds.

Police officers opposed to the
heroes of militancy say mili-
taney fighters have a network of
property dealers who are clos-
est to them.
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Police ‘cat’ smells a rat

Tari claims crime-cop nexus; gout told to report

Amit Sharma
Ludhiana, April 9

TARING COGNISANCE of a
letter sent by Punjab Police
“cat” ‘Avtar Singh Tari, the
Union Home Ministry has
asked the Punjab government
to look into his accusations
against certain top cops of “us-
ing” him for “stage-managing”
encounters, terror attacks and
kidnappings to win gallantry
awards.

Offering to expose the “po-
lice-criminal” nexus, Tari,
lodged in Ludhiana Central Jail
in connection with a 2001 opium
smuggling case, has named
some IPS officers as being
among the “beneficiaries of
fake operations” masterminded
by him.

He has written about how the
officers allegedly gave him Pun-
jab Police identity cards,
weapons, official vehicles and
authority letters to facilitate his
operations.

Sources said acting on Tari’s
letter, Y.P. Dhingra, an Under
Secretary with the Union Min-
istry of Home Affairs, wrote to
the Punjab government to look
into the allegations.

Following the MHA‘s direc-
tions, the Punjab DGP has been
asked to submit a report, said
sources.

Tari, listed as a “hardcore
criminal” in Punjab Police
records, asserted that he feared
a threat to his life since he had

‘Cat’ system

The “cat” system, developed
during the days of Punjab mili-
tancy, involved the use of spe-
cially recruited infiltrators and
captured terrorists as intelli-
gence assets for tracking down
listed terrorists

Back to Sukhi

Tari said the previous govern-
ment's “open patronisation of
Sukhwinder Sukhi”, a terrorist-
turned-cat declared dead on
papers, made him take the
“extreme step of exposing the
cops”. Talking to HT during his
appearance in a local court, he
said, “Sukhi was one among us
who facilitated killings and
arrests of terrorists, but today,
while we're treated as criminals,

he is given red carpet treatment.

This perturbed me and | decided
to expose the cops.”

spoken out against some IPS of-
ficers.

In his letter, a copy of which
is with Hindustan Times, Tari
said during anti-terrorist oper-
ations he teamed up with sever-
al police officers, resulting in
the arrest of “dreaded terror-
ists”. “In turn, while cops won
accolades, I was allowed free
movement. But once the days of
terrorism were over, the cops
started utilising my services
and links with anti-social ele-
ments perhaps to win laurels
and gallantry medals,” he said.,

Claiming to have got proof of
how police officers had been
“masquerading” him as a Pun-

Jab Police officer to send him to

the Indo-Pak border to smuggle
arms and drugs, he also sent a
number of DO letters, police
identity cards and details of se-
curity cover, which he alleged,
were provided to him by offi-
cers to smuggle arms and am-
munition from militant outfits
in Jammu and Kashmir,

“The smuggled weapons were
later shown as recoveries from
notorious gangs .operating in
Punjab,” he alleged.

Tari also produced authority
letters issued by two top police
officials deseribing him as the
“most loyal” and “trustworthy”
person.

One of these letters issued by
an SSP in 2004 stated that Tari
was being sent on a “secret mis-
sion” to J&K and no one should
harass or stop him.
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FIRs supplied by
police ‘doctored’

Kuldeep Mann
Amritsar, March 3

THE JUSTICE K.S. Bhalla Commission,
setup to identify people killed in alleged
fake encounters in the state, today said
the Punjab Police had submitted “doc-
tored extracts” of FIRs demanded in this
regard.

During the fourth hearing in the mass:

cremations case, Justice Bhalla (retd) not-
ed that the police had provided incom-
plete information taken from 219 FIRs,
which was not adequate to establish the
identities of the missing persons.

In defence, counsel for the police said
the majority of officials had been busy
with the election process and had thus
not been able to process the information.

Justice Bhalla subsequently directed
the police to come out with full informa-
tion to facilitate the identification.

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) has designated Jus-
tice Bhalla to establish the
identities of 814 out of 2,097
missing persons so that the
compensation of Rs 1.75 lakh to be paid by
the government in-each case could be
handed over to the families.

However, the extracts of the FIRs were
submitted by the police directly to the
NHRC. The police had also submitted a
list of 54 names, claiming they had iden-
tified those persons.

Meanwhile, a human rights organisa-
tion, the Committee for Information and
Initiative on Punjab (CIIP), has filed a pe-

tition with the NHRC, saying the gen-.

uineness of the 54 identities submitted by
the police was suspect.

The petition alleges the police have
made certain bogus entries in the list.
CIIP counsel Trideep Pais, deposing be-
fore the NHRC recently during a hearing
in connection with the missing persons
case, demanded an inquiry into the

ILLEGAL
anMATl“Ns taken serious view of his

HT PHOTO
Justice K.S. Bhalla in Amritsar on Saturday.

names.
_ Speaking to HT, Pais
claimed the NHRC had

plea agreed to look into
the mater.

A US-based human rights organisa-
tion, Insaaf, also pursuing the matter, had
recently claimed that during a random
check of five of the 54 cases, it had found
that the claim regarding one — Mohan
Singh of Bainka in Tarn Taran district —
was bogus. ’

Insaaf activist Sukhman Singh, who is
camping in India to monitor the case, per-
sonally visited Bainka to crosscheck the
police list, and allegedly found that Mo-
han Singh had died of natural causes.

Sukhman Singh alleges that while the
police have claimed that all 54 persons
were killed in encounters, his visits to the
families of three have revealed that they
were first “picked up” by the police and
killed subsequently.

kuldeepht@gmalil.com
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Police out with ‘doctored’ FIRs

Withhold names Qf qﬁiczals inwvolved in fake encounters

Kuldsop Mann
Amrltsar, February 3

THE PUNJAB Police today came
out with extracts of 219 FIRs of
the 2,097 cases of illegal crema-
tions during the hearing before
the National Human Rights Com-
mission-designated Jusiice K.8.
Bhalla Commission here todav
The police, however, withheld the
names of officials involved in the
infamous encounters during the
period of militancy in the state.
The counsel of human righta
organisations ohjectad to the po
e providing “doctored Informa-
tion in the FIRs”, but they were
told that revealing full informa-
tion, Including names of police
officials involved in encounters,
could endanger their lives
Members of the Committee for
Information and Initiative on
Punjub (CIP), Punjab Human
Righty Organisation (PHRO) and

MUNIEH BYALA/MT

Human rights researcher Ram Narayan Kumar, advocate R.S, Bains and
other members of victim families during their appearance in front of
NHRE Justice K.S. Bhalla (retd) at Amritsar on Saturday,

Lawyers for Hisman Rights Inters
national (LHRT) were shocksd to
find that in some cases, the polics
had killed pegple without gven

showing the recovery of
wreapons, CIIP convener Ram
Narayan Rumar and human
rights activist Jaswant Singh

Khalra's wife Paramjit
were among those present.

Justicc  Bhalla, howover,
tuwrned down the plee of the
rights activists to expand the
scope of his inguicy from two
crematoria in Amritsar and Tarn
Taran to the whole of Punjab. He
also rejected the plea of asking
the state to fiirnish details of fake
encounters 10 rehabilitate more
than 300 police informers.

During the last fwo hearings,
vights  activists, including
Sukhman Singh from US-bazed
Insaaf, urged Justice Bhalla to
provide them coples of the FIRs
s0 that they could help the com-
mission collect information
about 814 missing persons.

While awarding compensation
to 1,857 people to the tune of Rs
1.7 lakh each, the NHRC had re-
cently appointed the Justice
Bhalla Commission to ascertain
Informatlon of the remaining 814

Kaur

people within six months.

Advertisements were carried
in newspapers to provide infor.
mation to the commission so that
all cases deemed 3t for compen-
sation could benefit. However, not
much information on the missing
persons could be gathered in the
past two hearings,

‘The human rights groups, in-
cluding the Association of Fami-
{es of the Disappearsd in Punjab,
woke not satistled with Justice
Bhalla's methodology in gather.
ing information, Ram Narayan
Kimar of the CIIP and Advocate
RS, Bains of the PHRO allegad
that Justice” Bhalla was “not
adopting a foclproof strategy of
gathering information so that
only genuine people can get com:
pensation”

"I am returning with a heavy
heart,” Kumar said, adding he
would move the Supreme Court
shortly In this regard,
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Khalra Murder

KMUC tried to
eliminate me:

Prime witness

SANJAY BUMBROO
Trisune NEWS SERVICE

AmRITSAR, MARCH 9
- In a startling revelation a- ~*
primme witness in the
Jaswant Singh Khalra mur-
der case today alleged that
members of the Khalra
Mission Committee
(KMC) had tried to elimi-
nate him by forcibly giving
mercury a year ago.

SPO Kuldeep Singh
Bachre, prime witness,
alleged that KMC mem-

“bers had admitted him in
a private hospital for
treatment.

_ He said it was there that. |
they, in connivance with . '
some staff of the hospital,
had tried to kill himi by giv-

4| ing mercury. He said

"KMC men had taken this
step as he had developed
differences with the comn-
mittee on certain issues.

However, Surinder Singh
Ghariala, patron, KMC,
refuted the allegation of
Bachre stating that he
(Bachre) had great expec-
tations from them to get
him reward from the Sikh
community for his courage
to speak out against the
Punjab police. 2

He said Bachre had
become a drug addict as
earlier the police had pro-
vided him drugs so as to
prevent him from speak-
ing against them and had
lost his patience and hence
annoyed with leaders of
the KMC.

Meanwhile Jabir Singh
Padri, chairman, KMC,
talking to Tthe Tribune on
the phone said that Bachri -
had lost his mental balance
and was now getting treat-
ment from at mental hospi-
tal in Amritsar.
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Gill not involved in
Khalra murder: CBI

HT Correspondent
Chandigarh, February 12 A LOOK B AGK AT CASE
# Khalra, who was collecting evidence

PUNJAB’S FORMER Director General of
about fake encounters and illegal cre-

Police K.PS. Gill had no involvement in

the murder of human
rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation told the Punjab
and Haryana High
Court today.

The reply wasfiled in
response to a pefition
by Khalra’s widow
Paramjit Kaur, who had
sought directions to the
CBI to investigate the
alleged involvement of
Gill in the abduction
and murder of her hus-
band in 1995.

il (top) and

mation of hodias, was picked up by
Amritsar police on Septeniber 6., 1995.
He was kept in illegal custody and
killed

= His widow Paramijit Kaur moved
court, demandinga CBIinquiry. SC
ordered it in1996

w In 2005, Patiala sessians court
indicted seven accused, two of whom
had died

= After the appeal, in October 2007
the court sentenced surviving five to
life imprisonment

# Through supplementary petition in
1996, Paramijit Kaur had also sought
action against K.P.S. Gill

The CBI maintained:
“There is no evidence
to point out that Gill
was involved in the case.”

Paramjit Kaur had asserted that “hard

late Jaswant
Singh Khalra
evidence” had come on trial court records
about Gill’s involvement and had sought l
orders to the Continued on Page 8

Gill not involved in Khalra murder: CBI

Continued from Page |

CRBI to investigate the con-
spiracy angle and his involve-
ment in abducting, illegally
detaining, torturing and mur-
dering Khalra.

She had claimed that Gill
was let off because of partial
and incomplete investigation.

She contended that at least
two representations were for-
warded to the CBI director for
completion of investigation in
the murder case so Gill could
be held accountable.

A Division Bench of the
High Court, while convicting
the cops involved, had held

that Khalra was “abducted so
his life could be exiin-
guished”. The court had held
that Khalra was picked up
from his house, tortured at
Jhabal police station before
being shot. Finally, his body
was disposed -of near the
Harike bridge.
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HT Correspondent
Chandigarh, July (0

THE DIVISION Bench of Jus-
tice M.M. Kumar and Justice
Sabina of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court today is-
sued notice for September 9 to
former Punjab Director Gener-
al of Police K.BS. Gill in a case
pertaining to the alleged kid-
napping and custodial death of
Amritsar-based human rights
activist Jaswant Singh Khalra.

Khalra had disappeared af-
ter he was allegedly picked up
by the police in 1995.

The Bench issued the no-
tice during the resumed hear-
ing of. the petition of wife of
the deceased Paramjit Kaur
Khalra, who had pleaded for
registration of a criminal
case and investigation by the

KHALRA KILLING

HC notice to
K.P.S.

Gill

CBI against Gill. [

She had alleged that Gill |
was behind the conspiracy
leading to the custodial death
of her husband.

In order to bolster her argu-
ment, Kaur referred o the dep-
osition made by witnesses dur-
ing the trial of the case before
the Special CBI Judge at Pa-
tiala.

In the post-Bluestar period,
the deceased was instrumental - |
in bringing to fore the issue of |
secret cremation of a large
number of unidentified bodies
by the police.

The CBI has time and again |
submitted before the High
Court that during its investiga- |
tion into the Khalra custodial
killing, it did not come across
any evidence linking Gill with
ths lnCldEIl‘t
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KMUC tried to
eliminate me:

Prime witness
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Trisune NEWS SERVICE

AmRITSAR, MARCH 9
- In a startling revelation a- ~*
primme witness in the
Jaswant Singh Khalra mur-
der case today alleged that
members of the Khalra
Mission Committee
(KMC) had tried to elimi-
nate him by forcibly giving
mercury a year ago.

SPO Kuldeep Singh
Bachre, prime witness,
alleged that KMC mem-

“bers had admitted him in
a private hospital for
treatment.

_ He said it was there that. |
they, in connivance with . '
some staff of the hospital,
had tried to kill himi by giv-

4| ing mercury. He said

"KMC men had taken this
step as he had developed
differences with the comn-
mittee on certain issues.

However, Surinder Singh
Ghariala, patron, KMC,
refuted the allegation of
Bachre stating that he
(Bachre) had great expec-
tations from them to get
him reward from the Sikh
community for his courage
to speak out against the
Punjab police. 2

He said Bachre had
become a drug addict as
earlier the police had pro-
vided him drugs so as to
prevent him from speak-
ing against them and had
lost his patience and hence
annoyed with leaders of
the KMC.

Meanwhile Jabir Singh
Padri, chairman, KMC,
talking to Tthe Tribune on
the phone said that Bachri -
had lost his mental balance
and was now getting treat-
ment from at mental hospi-
tal in Amritsar.
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Gill not involved in
Khalra murder: CBI

HT Correspondent
Chandigarh, February 12

PUNJAB’S FORMER Director General of
Police K.BS. Gill had no involvement in
the murder of human
rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation told the Punjab
and Haryana High
Court today.

The reply wasfiled in
response to a petition
by Khalra’s widow
Paramjit Kaur, who had
sought directions to the
CBI to investigate the
alleged involvement of
Gill in the abduction
and murder of her hus-
band in 1995.

The CBI maintained:
“There is no evidence

E;III‘ (top) and
late Jaswant
Singh Khalra

ALOOK BACK AT CASE

# Khalra, who was collecting evidence
about fake encounters and illegal cre-
mation of bodies, was picked up by
Amritsar police on September 6. 1995.
He was kept in illegal custody and
killed

= His widow Paramiit Kaur moved
court, demanding a CBl inquiry. SC
ordered itin 1996

w In 2005, Patiala sessions court
indicted seven accused, two of whom
had died

= After the appeal, in October 2007
the court sentenced surviving five to
life imprisonment

2 Through supplementary petition in
1996, Paramjit Kaur had also sought
action against K.P.S. Gill

to point out that Gill

was involved in the case.”
Paramjit Kaur had asserted that “hard

Continued on Page 8

Gill not involved in Khalra murder: CBI

Continued from Page |

CBI to investigate the con-
spiracy angle and his involve-
ment in abducting, illegally
detaining, torturing and mur-
dering Khalra.

She had claimed that Gill
was let off because of partial
and incomplete investigation.

She contended that at least
two representations were for-
warded to the CBI director for
completion of investigation in
the murder case so Gill could
be held accountable.

A Division Bench of the
High Court, while convicting
the cops involved, had held

that Khalra was “abducted so
his life could be extin-
guished”. The court had held
that Khalra was picked up
from his house, tortured at
Jhabal police station before
being shot. Finally, his body
was disposed -of near the
Harike bridge.

evidence” had comeon trial court records
about Gill’s involvement and had sought )
orders to the




