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Since the dawn of the twentieth century, the world has
witnessed a wave of genocidal attempts to exterminate the
“Other” — groups demonized as the source of sociopoliti-
cal troubles who, if only they were disappeared, would
correct all the problems of society.

In Turkey, the Pashas oversaw the genocide of Armeni-
ans. In Soviet Russia, Stalin oversaw the genocide of
Ukrainians. In Nazi Germany, Hitler oversaw the geno-
cide of Jews. In Khmer Rouge-ruled Cambodia, Pol Pot
oversaw the genocide of educated people. In Rwanda, Hu-
tus oversaw the genocide of Tutsis.

These genocides are acts of open warfare — acute out-
breaks of brute force in which the victims are dehuman-
1zed and systematically eliminated within relatively short
periods of time. Generations afterwards, these slaughters
remain engrained within the psyches of every individual
from the affected communities. Yet there is a new form of
genocide on the rise constituted by chronic, ongoing
methods of extermination which variously include brute
force, multi-generational oppression, and systematic eras-
ure of the record of oppression.

Within this paradigm of a “new genocide,” the oppres-
sor rewrites history to portray himself as the oppressed.
This is rarely better illustrated than by a burgeoning East-
West nexus which is taking the worldwide lead to perpe-



trate a new genocide by reinterpreting ancient Ar-
yan/Hindu ideologies in modern terms and bridging the
gap between white nationalism and Hindu nationalism.
Examination of this nexus reveals that these two far-
flung, fascistic groups are not such strange bedfellows. In-
deed, they are beginning to openly embrace one another
In order to spread cross-continental Aryanism.

In the East, within India, the caste system has resulted
In the subjugation or death of countless millions over the
past many centuries. Added to the oppressive weight of
this dehumanizing, hierarchical, segregated society, since
1984, all independent India’s largest religious minority
communities have endured State-sponsored pogroms per-
petrated along the model of the “old genocide.” The con-
sequences for those involved have been nothing less than
a progressive increase in power. Summarizing the situa-
tion, Indian activist Harsh Mander writes,

The winds of hatred systematically manufactured
against demonized communities have frequently
scorched India. The large majority of these cam-
paigns of hate target the populous Muslim commu-
nity but, in the 1980s, the Sikhs were targeted, and
from the turn of the century, violence has been
mounted against the tiny Christian minority who
peacefully inhabit most corners of this diverse land.



At the conclusion of 2017, as India’s Christians pre-
pared to celebrate Christmas, they became a primary tar-
get. According to The Telegraph, Christian schools in Ut-
tar Pradesh received letters from extremist group Hindu
Jagran Manch warning them that they celebrated Christ-
mas at “their own risk” and alleging the festival is “essen-
tially a ploy to lure and convert Hindu children.” The re-
port states,

The Manch— also known as the Forum for Hindu
Awakening — on the other hand, actively campaigns
to keep Hinduism pure by reconverting Muslims and
Christian to Hinduism and furthering its goal of turn-
Ing India into a Hindu state.

It is also part of a complex web of religious organi-
sations that have affiliations with Mr. Modi’s Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The BJP is
also in power in Uttar Pradesh."

During the same Christmas season, approximately 30
Catholic priests were arrested in Madhya Pradesh for
singing carols while their car was set on fire. Meanwhile,
throughout 2017, other Christian communities elsewhere
In India faced vicious attacks. A pastor in Punjab was as-
sassinated, allegedly by members of Hindu nationalist or-
ganization Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). Pastors
In Telangana and Bihar were beaten. A pastor in Tamil
Nadu found his church and home burned down. Christians



everywhere in India reported a collective feeling of un-
ease and danger — as though they were foreigners in their
own land. These assaults follow past acts of both routine
and extreme violence. One of the most extreme was the
2008 Odisha Pogrom in which at least 70 Christians were
massacred and tens of thousands were displaced.

Violence is often justified by charges that Christians are
engaged in “forced conversions.” As explained by John
Dayal, Secretary General of the All-India Christian Coun-
cil,

It means putting pressure on people to convert, some-
times physically.... But according to [Hindutva
groups] it could mean anything from praying for Je-
sus to heal you, to offering to put you in a Christian
hospital or school, to paying a person American dol-
lars or British pounds.™

In response to these atrocities, many members of perse-
cuted communities fled to the West to find refuge and, af-
ter establishing secure livelihoods, used their positions to
begin advocating for those in India who were not able to
similarly escape oppression. In their adopted countries
(which are becoming the lands of birth for their children)
these diaspora communities are using their voices to urge
their elected representatives to at least recognize their suf-
fering. They frequently point out that all of these “cam-
paigns of hate” — including the 1984 Sikh Genocide, the



2002 Gujarat Genocide, and the 2008 Odisha Pogrom —
have all been met with virtually blanket immunity for the
perpetrators. Sometimes the elected officials represent
these new constituents and speak out against these egre-
gious violations of human rights.

From their experiences seeking recognition of their suf-
ferings, however, some members of the diaspora believe
their persecutors are following them across the seas. Add-
Ing insult to injury, the same State apparatus which spon-
sored these atrocities now mounts systematic efforts to
erase the memories of its crimes by opposing international
efforts to recognize them.

In 2015, the California State Legislature became the
first State body in the world to recognize the 1984 Sikh
Genocide as a government-organized pogrom. In protest,
as a representative of the Indian State, San Francisco
Indian Consul General Venkatesan Ashok states, “I am
very surprised by the fact that they have chosen to make a
comment on this so long after the incident.”"

In 2016, when the Californian City of Fresno moved to
pass a resolution declaring 1984 a “genocide,” the Indian
State took quick action to squash it. According to The
Fresno Bee, Ashok “met with each council member to
convince them that... [the] resolution was inaccurate.””
Under pressure from the Indian State, the resolution was
withdrawn.

In 2017, when the Ontario Legislative Assembly passed
a resolution declaring 1984 a “genocide,” the Indian State



lodged its protests with the Government of Canada. “We
reject this misguided motion which is based on a limited
understanding of India,” states External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Gopal Baglay."

Attempts to recognize other atrocities have faced simi-
lar organized resistance. In 2013, members of the U.S.
Congress introduced a resolution citing the “complicity of
local officials™ in the 2002 Gujarat Genocide, denouncing
“anti-conversion laws” which require State permission be-
fore changing religion, and recognizing “the suffering of
Indian citizens who have been victims.”" The resolution
would have called on the U.S. Government to center offi-
cial talks with India around human rights and religious
freedom issues. Supporters referred to it as “putting peo-
ple over profit.” In response, the Hindu American Foun-
dation (HAF) “launched a public campaign and met with
a number of Congressional offices to educate them on the
pitfalls of the resolution.”""" Ultimately, House Resolution
417 stalled and fell by the wayside.

These incidents are merely illustrations of how a larger
agenda is at work. Perhaps emboldened by their rise to
power, Hindu nationalists — whose ideology underlies
every major pogrom against religious minorities in India
— are organizing on a global scale to enact a new geno-
cide. A silent and sometimes bloodless genocide which is
no less lethal. Perpetrated by diplomats and academics



working within the halls of State and classrooms of uni-
versities, this new form of genocide is a rewriting of the
past and a denial of the present.

This new form of genocide seeks to establish Hindu
mythology as factual history, to deny the existence of cen-
turies of indigenous opposition to the philosophy of Brah-
manism, and to simultaneously (and contradictorily) por-
tray the caste system as a fabrication of European coloniz-
ers as well as an admirable method for ensuring social co-
hesion. It seeks to preserve the subjugation of Dalits
(those treated as Untouchables within the Hindu caste sys-
tem) by denying that Dalits were ever subjugated. Fur-
thermore, it seeks to deny all people of India the agency
to define themselves by erasing their distinct identities as
Buddhists, Christians, Jains, Muslims, or Sikhs and, in-
stead, categorizing all those who belong to an indigenous
Indian religion as members of the “Hindu race” and all
those who do not as members of the “foreign races.”

An Indian American writer named Rajiv Malhotra is
perfecting the methods of this “new genocide.” Speaking
at an international forum in 2008, Malhotra equated Hin-
duism with India. Using similar terminology to other aca-
demics of his persuasion, he refers to the civilization of
India as an “Hindu civilization,” thus implying that any-
thing and everything contained within the Indian subcon-
tinent is, by virtue of its geographical location, “Hindu.”
He states,



When we look at India and her civilization, what
makes the culture respectful and tolerant is the Hindu
foundation, the Hindu civilization.... The Hindu dif-
ference of India has to be appreciated more than it
has been. This should be the underlying foundation of
any educational venture.™

Malhotra puts his money where his mouth is and is ac-
tively working to ensure that “the underlying foundation
of any educational venture” — anywhere in the world —
IS the portrayal of the subcontinent as a solely “Hindu civ-
ilization.” In his mission, he joins a cabal of other pseudo-
academics and activist organizations which are relent-
lessly pursuing an Hinducentric approach to interpreting
both the history as well as the current events of the sub-
continent. Chief among these is the HAF, which has spent
over a decade waging “curriculum reform” campaigns in
California, Texas, and Virginia.

The effect of these campaigns, which seek to rewrite
school textbooks to feature revisionist histories, is to erase
or rewrite the reality of oppressive elements of Indian his-
tory, thereby camouflaging ongoing oppression. The cam-
paigns serve the intents and purposes of a Hindutva State
by preventing an educated public from exposing its op-
pressions. Denying the existence of oppression in the past
or present permits the State to continue pursuing the
Brahmanical goal of preserving and expanding its estab-
lished hierarchical, hereditary, and segregated society. It



IS no surprise, therefore, that some of the primary targets
of these demands for “curriculum reform” are historical
figures like Kabir and Guru Nanak, who were among the
staunchest indigenous proponents of a counter-revolution
to liberate people from Brahmanism.

This curriculum revision campaign is extensively un-
derwritten by the Uberoi Foundation for Religious Stud-
ies, to which both Malhotra and HAF are intimately
linked. Along with an intricately connected network of
other personalities and groups, they are serving as some
of the most preeminent international ambassadors of
Hindu nationalism. While other agents of Hindutva are
working towards eliminating minorities in India by force,
these international ambassadors are working towards
eliminating Indian minorities through craft and subter-
fuge. They are (sometimes successfully) seeking to con-
trol the dialogue about India in primary schools as well as
universities. They are also (often successfully) mobilizing
to steer international public opinion in favor of Hindutva.

Rather than own up to the truth of historical subjuga-
tions, they are pursuing the same agenda as the Holocaust
deniers and simply attempting to deny — or erase — the
truth. Instead of righting the wrongs of the past, they want
to bury the past. Rather than recognizing systems like
caste as oppressive, they are attempting to reinterpret and
repackage them, make them palatable, and proverbially
put old wine into a new wineskin.



To understand the modus operandi of people like Mal-
hotra and groups like the HAF, this book delves deeply
Into the origins of the Hindutva ideologies they propagate
— ideologies which originated in the pages of ancient Ar-
yan Shastras (scriptures) but were more recently systema-
tized by the RSS and its founding patriarchs. Internation-
ally, the leading example of the operations of the RSS is
the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) and its affiliate,
the Uberoi Foundation for Religious Studies.

Thus, in the following pages, we examine how Hindu
Aryan supremacist ideology Is being exported to the
West. At the outset, we will begin with a case study of
Norwegian mass murderer Anders Breivik and American
white nationalist David Duke in order to reveal how and
why they are enamored of India’s caste system (in the
case of Duke) and of Hindu nationalism (in the case of
Breivik). Subsequently, we will detail the origin of the
term Hindutva and how its originators were obsessed with
preserving the “racial cohesion” of the so-called “Hindu
race.” Finally, we will consider the organizational struc-
tures created by Hindu nationalists in India and abroad,
leading into the specific subject of our report — the
Uberoi Foundation for Religious Studies.

In the process, we introduce and leave open the follow-
Ing questions:



« Considering Hindu nationalists in India are very open
about their ultimate goal, which is the establishment of
a Hindu Rashtra (nation) in which Christians and Mus-
lims are dispossessed of citizens’ rights and Buddhists,
Dalits, Jains, and Sikhs are forced to identify as “Hin-
dus,” what is the ultimate goal of the Hindutva-affili-
ated, foreign-trained “sleeper cells” operating within
North American academic and State arenas?

 Considering that the players involved in the issues
and groups we will discuss are not merely confined to
the classrooms of universities or the halls of State, but
are both ideologically and physically entangled with the
same outfits which engage in genocides in India with
Impunity, why are they not employing violence here in
North America? In India, they act as supremacists, but
In North America, they appeal to their minority status.
Are they strategically using their position as minorities
In a free society to push their agenda via academia and,
meanwhile, biding their time as they accumulate greater
power?

« How far will Western members of the Hindutva fold
push their agenda? How will they reconcile their su-
premacist ideology with the American doctrine that “all
men are created equal”? How will this play out in the
arc of American history? And, as Hindutva ideology is



exported to the West and embraced by those who mar-
ginalize the most vulnerable segments of American so-
ciety, the final question arises: Will they also export
Hindutva methods?
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Introduction: Exporting Hindutva

Anders Breivik — In 2011, Anders Breivik personally
massacred 77 people in Norway. Breivik’s purpose for se-
lecting his targets — the offices of former Norwegian
Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg and a youth camp — was
to strike a blow against the rise of what he termed “multi-
culturalism,” in defense of ethnic nationalism, and for
“Aryan” people. In Breivik’s own words, he is a “fascist”
and “one of the most fanatical National Socialists in
Northern Europe.”

According to Norwegian journalist Asne Seierstad,
“Breivik’s main enemy was multiculturalism, a system he
called cultural Marxism.” His war against this supposed
enemy manifested in “hatred of people of different racial
or ethnic backgrounds.” Specifically, in a letter to
Seierstad, Breivik declares his goal as “saving the racially
distinctive character of the Aryans.” Expanding on the
iIdeological underpinnings of Breivik’s actions, Seierstad
writes,

“I was wondering how many people | needed to kill
to be read,” he said after he had committed his acts of
violence in 2011. He had calculated that he had to kill
a dozen people to be noticed. He ended up killing
many more; 33 of his victims were under 18.



Breivik later described his massacre as his “book
launch.” In a way, he was right: No one had been in-
terested in reading his polemics before he placed a
bomb outside the prime minister’s office in down-
town Oslo and later that day shot teenagers at a Labor
Party youth camp on the island of Utgya, an hour’s
drive from the capital. Only then did thousands of
people read, discuss, and comment on his 1,500-page
manifesto.

Breivik’s manifesto details his “nationalistic political
doctrines,” the core of which is his claim that multicultur-
alism is a threat to “the bases of Western culture.” The ba-
ses he identifies as at risk include authority, patriarchy,
hierarchy, nationalism, heredity, and ethnocentrism.*
What’s at stake for Breivik? Nothing less than racial pu-
rity. Denouncing any society which permits co-existence
of cultures, he states, “Multiculturalism and the fantasy
world of equality... is a widespread madness that is, with-
out doubt, leading the entire white race into the abyss.”™!

Although Breivik operated as a lone-wolf who was
swiftly removed from society after his ideological views
led him to slaughter his fellow humans, others who advo-
cate a similar ideology of Aryan supremacy are instead
infiltrating society with a more strategic approach.

David Duke — For instance, beginning in the southern
state of Louisiana in the United States, David Duke has
achieved an influential position with the international



realm of Aryanism by staging political campaigns, pub-
lishing books, and manufacturing white nationalist infra-
structures.

“I am an Aryan (a racially conscious white person dedi-
cated to the survival and freedom of his people),” states
Duke. “We Aryans are those of European descent who are
racially conscious and who have committed our lives to
our people's survival and evolutionary advancement.”"

According to biographer Tyler Bridges, “David Duke
had gotten his start in politics as a teenager with the Na-
tional Socialist White People’s party, the successor to the
American Nazi party.” " At the age of 14, Duke joined
the Citizen’s Council, a white supremacist network origi-
nally formed in Mississippi. Bridges reports, “Duke began
bringing a tattered copy of Mein Kampf, Hitler’s bible, to
the Citizens’ Council office and praising the Nazi
leader.”™ Later, during his senior year in high school, “He
wore a ring with the swastika insignia and carried around
Mein Kampf as if he would be lost without it.””*"!

In 1967, Duke joined the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) before
attending university to earn a degree in history. Subse-
quently, Duke founded the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
(KKKK) in 1974. In 1980, he founded the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of White People (NAAWP).
From 1975 onwards, he began a series of political cam-
paigns for a wide variety of offices — state legislature,
state governor, U.S. Congress, U.S. Senate, and U.S.
President. His persistence paid off and he was eventually



elected as a representative in the Louisiana State Legisla-
ture.

Published in 1998, Duke’s first book was an autobiog-
raphy entitled My Awakening: A Path to Racial Under-
standing. Besides detailing the events of his life, Duke’s
book also serves as his manifesto. Reviewing it in 1999,
Anti-Defamation League Director Abraham Foxman
writes, “Intended to read as the magnum opus of Duke’s
career as an extremist political organizer, My Awakening
reads more like a minor league Mein Kampf.”!

Breivik says, “l was wondering how many people |
needed to kill to be read.” Duke, however, did not have to
Kill anyone to find readers for his book. In fact, he has
sold countless copies of it — the latest edition, sold on his
website, describes it as a “worldwide bestseller.”

Breivik put his ideology into action by massacring 77
people in 2011, after which he was swiftly arrested and
Imprisoned. Duke has spent over 40 years putting his ide-
ology into action through his organizations, political cam-
paigns, and books, but he has never been personally or di-
rectly involved in violence. However, many of his associ-
ates and followers do embrace violence and Duke has par-
ticipated as they pursue a path of force.

In 2017, for example, Duke joined a white nationalist
rally — known as the “Unite the Right Rally”” — in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, U.S. He stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with demonstrators who wore body armor and helmets,
carried rifles, and waved Nazi flags, Schwarze Sonne



(Black Sun) flags, Confederate Battle flags, and Roman
Legion flags. While demonstrators chanted “you will not
replace us,” “the Jewish media is going down,” and
“blood and soil” (a Nazi slogan), Duke stated in an on-
scene interview, “This represents a turning point for the
people of this country. We are determined to take our
country back.” V' As reported by The Washington Post,
the rally ended in bloodshed.

Chaos and violence turned to tragedy Saturday as
hundreds of white nationalists, neo-Nazis, and Ku
Klux Klan members — planning to stage what they
described as their largest rally in decades to “take
America back” — clashed with counter protesters in
the streets and a car plowed into crowds, leaving one
person dead and 19 others injured.™

Thus, as both Duke and Breivik promote Aryanism,
they are inevitably associated with violence. One an uned-
ucated lone-wolf, the other an educated community or-
ganizer, both have achieved varying levels of success.
Nevertheless, the ideologies propagated by Duke and
Breivik intersect at key points, including the terminology
they use, the purported problems which concern them,
and their goals.

Intersections — “The fact is that the notion of multi-
culturalism is a lie, for it demands the destruction of
Western culture,” claims Duke.”™ Many of his concerns



about changes in Western culture echo those expressed by
Breivik. Breivik claims that hierarchy, heredity, and eth-
nocentrism — which he thinks are among the “bases of
Western culture” — are at risk, while Duke praises “the
vital role of heredity’*! and the “natural hierarchy” while
demanding “racial integrity - the preservation of our racial
genotype.””!

Central to the concerns of both these Aryan ideologues
IS a preoccupation with racial cohesion as crucial to the
“salvation” of the Western culture. Both preach homoge-
nous societies, demanding countries of white people and
for white people. Breivik, for instance, laments, “The
West is declining as a percentage of world population.”*"!
He claims, “A war is being waged.... A cultural and de-
mographic war waged by mass immigration against native
Europeans.”" Duke, meanwhile, assumes the role of a
self-anointed prophet, predicting, “Replacement of the
White race through immigration and race-mixing could
conceivably destroy Western Civilization itself.”" Thus,
Aryanism perceives a cataclysmic event as the outcome of
the shift away from monocultural, homogenous societies.

Although they are mutually united in their opposition to
multiculturalism and defense of the “white race,” they do
identify a different “Other” as the purported chief enemy
who benefits from multiculturalism and endangers their
concept of Western culture. For Breivik, the enemy is
Muslims. For Duke, the enemy is Jews — as well as
“Blacks, Mexicans, Indians*"' and “the alien flood of



nonwhite immigrants.”"!! Both are committed to the
same goal, however, which is the preservation, cohesion,
and supremacy of Aryans.

Furthermore, not only are they equally disturbed by
multiculturalism, concerned about preserving the “white
race,” and convinced the very foundations of Western cul-
ture are being shaken to the core, but both Breivik and
Duke are enamored of the same Eastern source as an ex-
ample of a solution to their problems.

According to Breivik, the need of the hour is “the hu-
mility to listen to the advice of the Hindus of India.””!!
Breivik never travelled to India, but Duke did so in 1971,
and it had an enduring impact on him. It transformed him.

According to Duke, “Before my journey to India, the
racial ideals that | believed in were abstract concepts and
principles.”™ There, in India, Duke’s slumbering Brah-
manical identity awakened and, in his own words, he dis-
covered his racial identity and purpose in life. In his mind,
ancient India offers an ideal model for preserving racial
purity through an Aryan caste system while modern India
offers a warning of what a racially mixed society will be-
come. Detailing his understanding of ancient India’s his-
tory and social system, Duke writes,

Aryans, or Indo-Europeans (Caucasians), created the
great Indian, or Hindu, civilization. Aryans swept
over the Himalayas to the Indian sub-continent and
conqguered the aboriginal people. The original term



India was coined by the Aryan invaders from their
Sanskrit word Sindu, for the river now called the In-
dus. Sanskrit is perhaps the oldest of the Indo-Euro-
pean languages, having a common origin to all the
modern languages of Europe. The word Aryan has an
etymological origin in the word Arya from Sanskrit,
meaning noble. The word also has been associated
with gold, the noble metal, and denoted the golden
skinned invaders....

Composed in about 1500 B.C., the Hindu religious
texts of the Rig Veda tell the story of the long strug-
gles between the Aryans and the aboriginal people of
the Indian subcontinent. ... Brahmanism became the
chief religion of India. The conquering race initiated
a caste system to preserve their status and their racial
Identity. The Hindu word for caste is Varna, which
directly translated into English, means color.... The
most pale skinned were called the Brahmin. These
were the warrior-priest class, the top of the social lad-
der. The Untouchables (or Pariahs) were the racially
mixed in the bottom caste.

Duke gleefully identifies “Aryans” as synonymous with
his own “white race,” explaining, “Over the past few cen-
turies the clear racial differences have faded, but one can
still notice the lighter hues and taller statures of the higher
castes.... A great deal of Sanskrit literature describes



many of the Aryan leaders as having light eyes and light
hair.””*

The abject poverty of India understandably shocked
Duke. Describing his travels through Uttar Pradesh, he
writes, “We passed many settlements teeming with rag-
swathed, skeleton people. Children were starving every-
where. Cruel, open sores spotted their bodies, and the un-
relenting flies swarmed the children to feast on their fes-
tering wounds.” However, rather than being stirred to
compassion by their pitiable condition, Duke used these
depressed classes as fodder for his Aryanism.

From Duke’s perspective, Indian poverty is the result of
a decline in the strength of the caste system (in contrast to
Dalit activists today, who assert their communities were
historically denied access to education and resources). As
he states, “In spite of strict religious and civil taboos, the
ancient Aryans crossed the color line.” Thus, he suggests,
“Hindu history... seems to indicate that it was not preoc-
cupation with sex that brought down the high culture as
much as it was the racial impact of that obsession.” This
poverty, which Duke believes was caused by “race-mix-
ing,” inspired him to pursue a goal of preserving racial
purity among the “white race.””*"

“It seemed obvious that America would undergo a slow
transformation to a racially mixed society with a corre-
sponding demographic change similar to that of... ancient
India,” argues Duke. " «“To the plaudits of the media,
the Pariahs — the Untouchables — are slowly replacing



the Brahmin of America and the entire Western world.”
Therefore, David Duke committed himself to propagating
Aryanism, writing,

| resolved to live my life in the original meaning of
the term Aryan, a noble life of dedication to my peo-
ple.... | became determined that my life would be
about awakening the Aryan inside of every European.
All my ideas were dramatically transformed into
the reality of flesh and blood.... | realized who | am.
| am an Aryan.... Not only was | awakened to the
truths of race, | was awakened to the sacred purpose
of all those who came before us, and those who will
follow us in the unbroken spiral toward the heavens. |
had become an Aryan.

His journey in India, he claims, “changed an intellectual
commitment into a holy obligation.” Duke concluded that
he had a specific duty. “I had to adopt the spirit of an Ar-
yan warrior who understood the current struggle of our
race transcends the centuries,” he writes. Drawing on
Bhagavad Gita as the spiritual foundation for his new
purpose in life, he quotes a passage: “Likewise having re-
gard for duty to your caste, you should not tremble; for in
a warrior, there exists no better thing than a fight required
of duty.”V

Breivik’s massacre bears witness to the unshakeable be-
lief with which he holds the ideological assertions made



In his manifesto, one of the most recurring of which is a
general agreement with Duke that there “exists no better
thing than a fight required of duty.” Denouncing multicul-
turalism, he declares, “It is an evil ideology bent on an en-
tire culture’s eradication, and we, the peoples of Europe,
have not just a right, but a duty to resist it.””**"

Committing himself to the same “holy obligation” as
Duke, Breivik interprets “a noble life of dedication to my
people” as requiring militant action. “My own ancestors,
the Vikings, were known to be the most vicious and brutal
warriors of the age,” he proudly states.*V' He insists it is
“a duty for all Europeans to defend themselves,” to be
“combat-ready,” and to invest time in “training for com-
bat.”VI |_jke Duke, Breivik desires the “white race” to
“adopt the spirit of an Aryan warrior. As he writes, “It’s
time for us, the European revolutionary patriots, to re-
member our prowess as warriors and to make sure our en-
emies remember it as well.”Vill

In India, Duke found inspiration for his ideological
struggle, claiming it transformed his “abstract ideals” into
“the reality of flesh and blood.” Breivik, meanwhile,
found inspiration for his destruction of flesh and blood iIn
a specific Hindu institution. When suggesting that so-
called Aryans should “listen to the advice of the Hindus
of India,” he singles out India’s thriving and violent
Hindu nationalist movement as an ideal example.

“Without nationalistic doctrines, Europe will wither and
die, which we are seeing today,” says Breivik.*** Thus,



he believes European nationalists need to emulate from
Hindu nationalists. Praising “saffonrisation,” Hindutva,
and the Sangh Parivar, he writes,

Saffronisation is a political neologism (after the saf-
fron robes of the Hindu clerics) used to refer to the
policy of right-wing Hindu nationalism (or Hindutva)
which seeks to make the Indian state into a “Hindu
nation” and its Sikh, Buddhist and Jain minorities in-
corporated into Hinduism. These nationalist move-
ments are also called Sanatana Dharma movements.

A related term, the Saffron Brigade, is used as a
descriptor of people and organisations in India that
promote Hindu nationalism (such as the Sangh Pari-
var) by their critics, who allege a militant Hindu
agenda. The Sanatana Dharma movements or Hindu
nationalists in general are suffering from the same
persecution by the Indian cultural Marxists as their
European cousins.

India will... wither and die unless the Indian na-
tionalists consolidate properly and strike to win. It is
essential that the European and Indian resistance
movements learn from each other and cooperate as
muclh as possible. Our goals are more or less identi-
cal.”



The Saffron Brigade — The term “Hindutva” was
coined in 1923 by V. D. Savarkar (1883-1966) to encap-
sulate the idea that, in his words, “We, Hindus, are all one
and a nation, because chiefly of our common blood.”™"
According to French political scientist Christophe Jaf-
frelot, “The Hindutva of Savarkar was conceived primar-
Ily as an ethnic community possessing a territory and
sharing the same racial and cultural characteristics.... For
Savarkar, the territory of India cannot be disassociated
from Hindu culture and the Hindu people.”""

More accurately, Savarkar’s Hindutva cannot be disas-
sociated from Aryanism. “For him, the Hindus descend
from the Aryas, who settled in India at the dawn of his-
tory and who already formed a nation at that time,” ex-
plains Jaffrelot. X" Savarkar premises his entire ideology
on this claim, which is detailed in his manifesto, Hin-
dutva: Who Is A Hindu?

Savarkar begins with a mythical description of ancient
India, stating, “The foremost band of the intrepid Aryans
made it their home and lighted their first sacrificial fire on
the banks of the Sindhu, the Indus.”™V After these Aryans
supposedly settled the banks of the great river which cuts
across the Indus Valley, he claims it “fired the imagina-
tion of the then leaders of thought and action and made
them restore the ancient VVedic name of our land and na-
tion Sindhustan — the best nation of Aryans.”" Accord-
Ing to Savarkar’s interpretation, Hindus are, in fact, Ary-
ans. Thus, he claims, “All Hindus claim to have in their



veins the blood of the mighty race incorporated with and
descended from the Vedic fathers.” ! From this, he draws
Inspiration for declaring “Sindhustan/Hindustan’ as the
original name of a supposed “common fatherland” from
which all Hindus derive “the will to remain united as a
nation.” ™" Consequently, Savarkar concludes that the In-
dian subcontinent is, always has been, and must remain a
nation of Hindus.

In Savarkar’s view, the preservation of the purity of the
“Hindu race” is essential to the existence of India. As he
writes, “So long as India had to live at all a life whether
spiritual or political according to the right of her soul, she
must not lose the strength born of national and racial co-
hesion.” " To accomplish this goal, Savarkar devoted his
life to awakening the Aryan he believed is inside of every
Hindu and aligning them behind the ideology he crafted:
Hindutva. In his words, “Hindutva embraces all the de-
partments of thought and activity of the whole Being of
our Hindu race.”™ Convinced that the “Hindu race”
faced a “fight required of duty” in order to remain a ho-
mogenous, monocultural society, he and those who fol-
lowed after him began working to transform Hindus into a
strong, organized, and militant collective — a “combat-
ready” people who are constantly “training for combat.”

The practical methods of Hindutvawadis (supporters of
Hindutva) involved the creation of a new social order — a
disciplined, regimented, uniformed community to stand
against the alternative influences of the “Other.” Jaffrelot



writes, “Hindu nationalist ideology, even though it cannot
be compared directly to Italian fascism or German na-
tional socialism, envisaged the organization of the whole
of society as producing a new kind of people.” Thus, Hin-
dutva advocated ““a process of cultural reorganization
launched in reaction to external threats, real and/or imag-
Ined, in the form of proselytization by Christian mission-
aries, the impact of British rule, and the militancy of the
Muslim minority” and “redefined Hindu identity in oppo-
sition to these ‘threatening Others.””"

This cultural reorganization embraced a paradigm in
which modern Hindus face onslaughts from all sides and
can only overcome persecution by reinvigorating an an-
cient martial spirit and unquestioningly fulfilling their
“duty” as warriors. Thus, Savarkar spins an epic and po-
etic account of a past in which the people of Hindustan,
universally dedicated to defending Hindutva, gloriously
laid down their lives in battle.

The enemies hated us as Hindus.... It was the one
great issue to defend the honour and independence of
Hindustan and maintain the cultural unity and civic
life of Hindutva and not Hinduism alone, but Hin-
dutva (i.e., Hindudharma) that was being fought out
on the hundred fields of battle.... Our bards bewailed
the fall of Hindus, our seers roused the feelings of
Hindus, our heroes fought the battles of Hindus, our
saints blessed the efforts of Hindus, our statesmen



moulded the fate of Hindus, our mothers wept over
the wounds and gloried over the triumphs of Hin-
dUS.“i

This paradigm was explicitly shared by the originators
and propagators of Hindutva philosophy, which include
Savarkar as well as K. B. Hedgewar (1889-1940) and M.
S. Golwalkar (1906-1973). After Savarkar birthed the
spirit of Hindutva in 1923, Hedgewar birthed a physical
body in 1925 when he founded the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) — meaning “National VVolun-
teer Organisation.” Assigning a purpose to the RSS,
Hedgewar declares,

The Sangh wants to put in reality the words “Hindu-
stan of Hindus.” Hindustan is a country of Hindus.
Like other nations of other people (e.g. Germany of
Germans), this is a nation of Hindu people.""

Echoing Savarkar, Hedgewar also insisted that preser-
vation of the purity of the “Hindu race” is essential to the
existence of India. The golden opportunity offered by the
RSS was, he claimed, the salvation of the Hindu people.
“We have to organize the entire Hindu society,” writes
Hedgewar. “Our object should be to show to the people
the true path of national salvation. That true path is none
other than ORGANIZATION. The Hindu race can save
itself only through such organization.”" The purpose of



this organization, he argues, is to protect Hindu society
from “persecution” by “outsiders” — that is, the “Other.”
As he writes,

The Hindu culture is the life-breath of Hindustan. It
IS therefore clear that if Hindustan is to be protected,
we should first nourish the Hindu culture. If the
Hindu culture perishes in Hindustan itself, and if the
Hindu society ceases to exist, it will hardly be appro-
priate to refer to the mere geographical entity that re-
mains as Hindustan. Mere geographical lumps do not
make a nation. Unfortunately, the Congress organiza-
tion has given no thought to protecting the Hindu
Dharma and Hindu culture. The organization keeps
Its eyes closed to the daily onslaughts by outsiders on
the Hindu society. It is to fulfill this duty of protect-
Ing the Hindu society that the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh has come into existence."

As the first Sarsanghchalak (Supreme Leader) of the
RSS, Hedgewar spent the rest of his life pursuing this
goal — securing India as a land of Hindus and for Hindus.
Under his leadership in pre-WWII India, the RSS devel-
oped into a full-fledged paramilitary organization. Mem-
bers — known as swayamsevaks (volunteers) — attend
daily meetings of shakhas (branches), dressed in uniform
(originally khaki shirt and shorts, now white shirt, and



brown trousers), and participate in weapons drills, physi-
cal exercise, and ideological indoctrination.

In 1940, upon Hedgewar’s death, Golwalkar assumed
the position of RSS Sarsanghchalak. Like Hedgewar and
Savarkar, Golwalkar perpetuated the notion that the
preservation of the purity of the “Hindu race” is essential
to the existence of India, writing “We repeat: in Hindu-
stan, the land of the Hindus, lives and should live the
Hindu Nation.” Expanding on this idea, he declares,

In this country, Hindustan, the Hindu Race with its
Hindu Religion, Hindu Culture, and Hindu Language
(the natural family of Sanskrit and her off-springs)
complete the Nation concept: that, in fine, in Hindu-
stan exists and must needs exist the ancient Hindu na-
tion and nought else but the Hindu Nation. All those
not belonging to the national, i.e. Hindu Race, Reli-
gion, Culture and Language, naturally fall out of the
pale of real “National” life."

Permitting multiculturalism to exist in India, implies
Golwalkar, permits the existence of a cancer. All non-
Hindu communities must shed their distinctive character-
Istics and allow themselves to be subsumed by Hindu cul-
ture — or else leave. India should make no allowance for
differences. Instead, it should strip non-Hindus who re-
fuse to behave as Hindus of all rights. Following this line
of thought, Golwalkar argues,



There are only two courses open to the foreign ele-
ments, either to merge themselves in the national race
and adopt its culture, or to live at its mercy so long as
the national race may allow them to do so and to quit
the country at the sweet will of the national race. That
IS the only sound view on the minorities’ problem.
That is the only logical and correct solution. That
alone keeps the national life healthy and undisturbed.
That alone keeps the Nation safe from the danger of a
cancer developing into its body politic of the creation
of a state within the state.... The foreign races in Hin-
dustan must either adopt the Hindu culture and lan-
guage, must learn to respect and hold in reverence
Hindu religion, must entertain no idea but those of
the glorification of the Hindu race and culture, i.e., of
the Hindu nation and must lose their separate exist-
ence to merge in the Hindu race, or may stay in the
country, wholly subordinated to the Hindu Nation,
claiming nothing, deserving no privileges, far less
any preferential treatment — not even citizen’s
rights. There is, at least should be, no other course for
them to adopt.™"

Golwalkar, like Savarkar, invoked the same martial
spirit as his inspiration for organizing the “Hindu race” to
defend itself from “the foreign races in Hindustan.” Prais-
ing “the whole illustrious line of Hindu warriors,”!" he



claims, “The rich heritage that mainly sustains this senti-
ment of nationality... drives man to fight and risk his all
for the preservation of his group.”!™ Thus, he declares,
“The most strenuous efforts should be made at this time to
protect Hindus, Hindustan and the Hindu religion.”™

Perpetuating the paradigm of persecution, Golwalkar
called for resistance. There is, he says, “a whole race of
martyrs... grimly fighting for their Mother — the Hindu
Race and Nation.”™ What should that Hindu race do? Go
to war. “We may inaugurate a grim war on all sides and
devote the battle-field to it,” he writes.”" Painting a pic-
ture of an uphill battle, he derives hope from a revived
“Race Spirit” which he compares to that of Nazi Ger-
many, writing,

It is the fortune of war, the tide turns now to this side,
now to that, but the war goes on and has not been de-
cided yet. Nor is there any fear of its being decided to
our detriment. The Race Spirit has been awaken-
ing.... The world has to see the might of the regener-
ated Hindu Nation strike down the enemy’s hosts
with its mighty arm....

Race Spirit calls. National consciousness blazes
forth and we Hindus rally to the Hindu Standard, the
Bhagwa Dhwaj [Saffron Flag], set our teeth in grim
determination to wipe out the opposing forces....

The ancient Race Spirit, which prompted the Ger-
manic tribes to over-run the whole of Europe, has re-



risen in modern Germany.... Even so with us: our
Race Spirit has once again roused itself.™

Consequently, Golwalkar praises the example of those
who, filled with “Race Spirit” and perceiving a “fight re-
quired of duty,” gave up their lives for the preservation of
the “Hindu Race.” As he writes, “We also find in our so-
ciety, whole bands of heroes immolating themselves en
masse to uphold what they considered as the duty of a
warrior — Kshatriya dharma.” Promising divine rewards
for such “heroes,” Golwalkar concludes, “So does the Al-
mighty bless a hero with whatever he intensely desires
while doing his duty as a warrior.”™"

Golwalkar made no secret of the ultimate goal he de-
sired these “bands of heroes™ to accomplish — extermina-
tion of “the foreign races.” Thus, he pointed to the racial
cleansing of the Nazi regime as an ideal model. In 1939,
as the Nazis invaded Poland — where over half of the six
million Jews exterminated in the Holocaust were destined
to die — Golwalkar writes,

German race pride has now become the topic of the
day. To keep up the purity of the race and its culture,
Germany shocked the world by her purging the coun-
try of the Semitic races — the Jews. Race pride at its
highest has been manifested here. Germany has also
shown how well-nigh impossible it is for races and
cultures, having differences going to the root, to be



assimilated into one united whole, a good lesson for
us in Hindustan to learn and profit by.

With this as its ideological basis and Golwalkar as its
chief until his death in 1973, the RSS gradually became
the umbrella organization for a broad association of Hin-
dutva groups which are today collectively known as the
Sangh Parivar (Family of Organizations). Golwalkar, in
overseeing the metastasis of the Sangh into a hydra-
headed entity, was fulfilling the desires of Hedgewar.
“The organisation of the Sangh is a living organisation
and it must continuously keep growing,” declares the RSS
founder. “Our goal can be achieved only if the organisa-
tion grows continuously and rapidly, otherwise not.”*"!

Today, Sangh Parivar entities include political, occupa-
tional/professional, educational, and religious organiza-
tions as well as media outlets. Some of the most promi-
nent include:

« Political — Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), which is
since replaced by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP);

« Occupational/professional — Akhil Bharatiya Ad-
hivakta Parishad (ABAP), Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), and Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS);



« Educational — Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation (EVF)
and Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan
(VBABSS);

 Religious — Bajrang Dal (BD) and Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP);

* Media — Organiser Magazine and Vishwa Samvad
Kendra (VSK).

Many of the Sangh Parivar entities have put down inter-
national roots. For instance, VHP has branches in Aus-
tralia, Canada, UK, USA, and elsewhere. The EVF boasts
support from Hindu diaspora groups around the world.
The ABVP has a counterpart in the form of the Hindu
Student Council (founded in the 1990s as a subsidiary of
VHP-America). Most notably, the RSS replicated itself as
an international organization with the founding of the
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS).

Throughout the decades, the militancy of the RSS in In-
dia has become infamous. Its participation in all the larg-
est-scale Indian pogroms of the 1980s-2000s is well-doc-
umented. As the organization has repeatedly targeted and
massacred innocents from minority communities, espe-
cially Christians and Muslims, the perpetrators are invari-
ably awarded with total impunity.

The reason the Saffron Brigade’s foot-soldiers so easily
escape punishment is because, since India achieved inde-
pendence in 1947, the Sangh Parivar’s political outlets



have progressively gained ever greater levels of national
power. The Sangh’s political forays began in 1951 with
the formation of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. In 1977, the
BJS became the dominant coalition partner when the tem-
porarily formed “Janata Alliance” obtained national
power. In 1980, the BJS was reconstituted as the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party.

From 1998 to 2004, the BJP obtained and kept national
power. Reporting in 2004, the US Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom (USCIRF) explains, “India’s
two most senior leaders, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Deputy Prime Minister Lal Krishna Advani,
are both members of the RSS and have never renounced
its militant Hindu ideology.”™'' The USCIRF report addi-
tionally warns,

Violence against religious minorities has coincided
with the rise in political influence of groups associ-
ated with the Sangh Parivar, a collection of Hindu ex-
tremist nationalist organizations that view non-Hin-
dus as foreign to India and aggressively press for na-
tional governmental policies to promote the “Hin-
duization” of culture. The ascent to power in 1998 of
the Sangh Parivar’s political wing, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), the current ruling party in the na-
tional government coalition, has helped to foster a
climate in which extremists believe that violence



against religious minorities will not be systematically
punished. ™V

In India today, the leading proponent of Hindutva is
Narendra Modi. According to The New York Times, “He
was virtually raised by India’s Hindu nationalist move-
ment. The son of a local grocer, he spent his childhood in
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.”* Speaking in 2013,
Modi declares, “My identity is of a Hindutvawadi.”™ In
2014, Modi became Prime Minister of India as the BJP
once again obtained national power.

Before taking the highest office in the Republic of In-
dia, Modi was Chief Minister of the State of Gujarat. He
assumed that office by special appointment in January
2002. Within weeks, Gujarat erupted in flames as BJP and
RSS members took to the streets for an extended pogrom
against Muslims (and some Christians). From February to
May 2002, the Sangh’s foot-soldiers slaughtered thou-
sands in the streets. Thereafter, in December 2002, Modi
was formally elected as Chief Minister in a landslide vic-
tory.

Within India, Modi faced no repercussions whatsoever,
although he is widely accused of culpability in the Gujarat
Genocide by human rights groups, police who served un-
der him at the time, and even former members of his ad-
ministration who personally participated in the violence.
Furthermore, as Indian activist Harsh Mander writes,
“The fact that the carnage continued not just for days but



for weeks should be evidence enough of the criminal
complicity of senior state authorities.”™

As the senior-most State authority, Modi’s later public
statements give even greater credence to those who allege
he was intimately involved in fostering (if not actually ar-
chitecting) violence. For instance, while campaigning for
election in September 2002, he made what Mander calls
“the single most offensive statement made by a head of
government in independent India against a segment of his
own people.” Referring to “why the government was not
establishing relief camps for the two hundred thousand
people displaced by the carnage,”™" Modi declares, “Re-
lief camps are actually child-making factories. Those who
keep on multiplying the population should be taught a les-
son.” ! |n July 2013, months before the BJP announced
him as their prime ministerial candidate, Modi exposed
his callousness regarding the event. When asked if he re-
grets the violence, he dehumanized the victims by com-
paring them to dogs, stating,

If... someone else is driving a car and we’re sitting
behind, even then if a puppy comes under the wheel,
will it be painful or not? Of course it is. If I'm a chief
minister or not, I’'m a human being. If something bad
happens anywhere, it is natural to be sad.”



In the wake of the Gujarat Genocide, as the USCIRF
warns, “India’s central and state police and judicial appa-
ratuses have neglected to consistently or adequately ex-
amine evidence linking Sangh Parivar entities such as the
[V]HP, RSS, BJP, and Bajrang Dal to acts of vio-
lence.”™ Internationally, however, Modi did face some
censure. For instance, The New York Times reports, “In
2005, the United States took the unusual step of imposing
a visa ban on him for his role in the riots, and high-rank-
ing officials from the United States and some European
countries would not meet with him for almost a dec-
ade.”™v! Explaining the U.S. ban, which accused Modi of
“egregious religious freedom violations,” then-US Am-
bassador to India David Mulford stated, “It is based on
the fact that, as head of the State government in Gujarat
between February 2002 and May 2002, he was responsi-
ble for the performance of state institutions at that
time.”lxxvii

The violence was the culmination of Golwalkar’s mes-
sage that “the foreign races in Hindustan... may stay in
the country, wholly subordinated to the Hindu Nation,
claiming nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any
preferential treatment — not even citizen’s rights.” Man-
der consequently explains that the sociopolitical environ-
ment cultivated in the aftermath of the 2002 Gujarat Gen-
ocide constitutes “a kind of Dalitization of Muslims,”
writing,



Through sustained social and economic boycott, and
geographical and social segregation, the Muslim
community has been “tamed” into adjusting to new
social relations; to get used to fear and social subordi-
nation everyday; and forced to settle for second-class
citizenship.»xvil

This message further aligns Modi and the Saffron Bri-
gade with the same white nationalists in the West who are
enamored of Hindutva. As Mander writes, “Alarmist saf-
fron demographics have an old vintage, whipping up anx-
leties over generations about galloping ‘Muslim fertility
rates,” their uncontrolled breeding, and the dying of ‘the
Hindu nation’.” It is the same fear-mongering tactic re-
peatedly employed by people like David Duke and An-
ders Breivik. Noting the parallels, Mander writes,

Similar alarmist fears of being demographically sub-
merged. .. [are apparent in] the curious and chilling
case of the 2011 Norwegian mass murderer Anders
Behring Breivik, who claimed that Norway would
become a Muslim-majority country by 2050....
Breivik felt a close affinity with Hindutva ideologies;
they share a common dread of being submerged by
swelling populations of Muslim people.”

Duke espouses an identical concern about the potential
growth of “non-Aryan” populations. Describing the low-



caste and outcaste people he saw in India, he states, “As
attested by the teeming population, the one thing they
seem to do best is breed.”™* Contrasting the conditions of
India with the U.S., Duke laments, “Every day our nation
grows a little darker from the torrential immigration of
non-Whites, high non-White birthrates, and increasing ra-
cial miscegenation — and with each passing day, we see
the quality of our lives decline.”™

While the ideological intersections of white nationalism
In the West and Hindutva in India are deeply disturbing,
even more unsettling are the collaborative efforts devel-
oping between the two branches of the tree of Aryanism.
In the West, the HSS (the international wing of the RSS)
and its affiliates are infiltrating universities, subsidizing
pro-Hindutva pseudo-academics of both Eastern and
Western origin, and influencing educational materials.
Simultaneously, white nationalists are publishing pro-
Hindutva books — sometimes by the same pseudo-aca-
demics who are promoted by Hindu nationalist outfits —
and attempting to arrange political alliances with BJP and
RSS leaders in India.

Hindutva Rising in the West — “Hindu nationalists
are right to be concerned about preserving the essentially
Vedic nature of Indian civilization,” writes John B. Mor-
gan, the co-founder and former editor-in-chief of Arktos
MEdia.IXXX“

On its website, the company states, “Arktos has estab-
lished itself as the principal publisher in English of the



writings of the European ‘New Right’ school of political
thought.” Arktos has published over 150 titles in fourteen
languages. Writing for The Caravan, American journalist
Carol Schaeffer describes Arktos as “the world’s largest
and most influential publishing house for the ‘alt-right’.”
The term “alt-right” gained international prominence in
2017 after the Unite the Right Rally in Charlottesville
ended in bloodshed. Defining the term, Schaeffer writes,

The alt-right—a loose affiliation of white national-
Ists, white supremacists, neo-monarchists, masculin-
ISts, reactionaries, conspiracists, neo-paganists and
social-media trolls — has come to define a new, ex-
treme-right political discourse.... Obsessed with
white identity and perceived threats to it, the alt-right
In the United States and Europe generally yearns for
the coming of a golden age.

Arktos is closely linked to the Charlottesville agitation.
In January 2017, reports Schaeffer, “the company offi-
cially partnered with the de-facto face of the alt-right, the
neo-Nazi Richard Spencer, to found the Alt-Right Corpo-
ration’ — an organisation created to foment, as Spencer
was quoted as saying in The Atlantic magazine, ‘a total
Integration of the European New Right and the US alt-
right.””” In May 2017, Spencer led a group of torch-bear-
Ing white nationalists through the city of Charlottesville
as they chanted “you will not replace us” and “blood and



soil.” In August 2017, he was listed as the keynote
speaker at the Unite the Right Rally, where he was joined
by others including David Duke and Daniel Friberg, the
CEO of Arktos.

Founded in 2009, Arktos Media established its first
headquarters in Mumbai, India. Morgan and Daniel
Friberg — the company’s current CEO — lived in India
for several years, where they perceived the prevailing so-
cial system as one of the primary benefits. “It was good to
be in a place where daily life is still for the most part an
expression of the traditional spirit rather than a liberal
one,” says Morgan.”™ " Arktos is now based in Hungary,
but it has maintained and expanded its links to India by
organizing meetings with prominent BJP and RSS lead-
ers.

In October 2013, the company reports, “The CEO of
Arktos [Friberg], together with our Chief Marketing Of-
ficer [Patrick Ehn], paid the Hindu Traditional-Conserva-
tive party Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) an official visit.”
They met Santosh B.L., the BJP’s national joint organis-
Ing secretary, who is described by Indian media as an
“RSS loyalist” and an “RSS pracharak [full-time
worker].” They also met Aravind Limbavali, a BJP Mem-
ber of the Legislative Assembly and former Minister of
Health and Higher Education in Karnataka. According to
Arktos, “Topics discussed included similarities and possi-
bilities of cooperation between traditionalist and con-
servative movements in Europe and Asia.”>V



In December 2013, the company reports, “Team Arktos
paid a visit to the capitol of India, Delhi, and had success-
ful meetings with the national spokesperson of the grass-
roots Hindu nationalist organization RSS, Ram Madhav,
as well as Ravi Shankar Prasad, the deputy leader of In-
dia’s largest Right-wing party, the BJP.” Madhav Is now
the National General Secretary of the BJP and Prasad is
now India’s Minister of Law and Justice as well as Minis-
ter of Electronics and Information Technology.

During the trip, Arktos additionally worked on develop-
Ing a contractual relationship with the publishing house,
Voice of India. Founded in 1981 by Sita Ram Goel and
Ram Swarup (old friends who were both born into upper-
caste Punjabi Hindu families), Voice of India (VOI) is de-
scribed by Arktos as “a Hindu nationalist publishing com-
pany.”™ According to VOI’s website, it publishes au-
thors who “put up a Hindu ideological front to identify
and respond to the united front of entrenched alien forces
— Islam, Christianity, Communism, and Nehruism.” Ech-
oing Golwalkar’s call to war, VOI declares, “Hindu soci-
ety has many more battles to fight.”*V

Goel’s Hindutva credentials are indisputable. He wrote
for the RSS mouthpiece, Organiser, for decades and un-
successfully ran for Parliament with the BJS, the precur-
sor to the BJP. According to his autobiography, his goal
In creating VOI was to give the Hindu nationalist move-



ment “a full-blooded Hindu ideology of its own and pro-
cess all events, movements, parties, and public figures in
terms of that ideology.”PVil

Swarup articulated that ideology. Invoking similar ele-
ments to Hindutva, Swarup upheld the supremacy of Hin-
duism while explicitly denouncing the presence of non-
Hindu religions in India. Speaking about Swarup, Goel
writes, “He had come up with the conclusion that they [lIs-
lam and Christianity] were not religions but cruel and in-
tolerant ideologies like Communism and Nazism. The
spread of these ideologies in India, he said, was fraught
with fearful consequences for whatever had survived of
Hindu society and culture in the only Hindu home-
land.”™Vill Swarup’s solution was not isolated to India,
however, but involved the expansion of Hinduism interna-
tionally. “Europe has been subjected for centuries to sys-
tematic spiritual Semitization,” writes Swarup. He claims,

Europe became sick because it tore apart from its
own heritage, it had to deny its very roots. If Europe
IS to be healed spiritually, it must recover its spiritual
past.... Hinduism has a very important role in the re-
ligious self-recovery of humanity, particularly of Eu-
rope.'XXXiX

To advance this ideology, VOI has published several
authors, both Eastern and Western, including Arun
Shourie, David Frawley, Francois Gautier, Koenraad Elst,



Michael Danino, N.S. Rajaram, Rajiv Malhotra, and Sub-
hash Kak. Over the past several decades, their publica-
tions have deeply influenced the Hindu nationalist move-
ment. According to M. Reza Pirbhai, an American Profes-
sor of South Asian and World History,

Voice of India ideals have been successfully em-
ployed in rallying support for Sangh Parivar cam-
paigns in India, extending from the Babri Mosque
(Ayodhya) campaigns of the 1980s and 1990s to the
Gujarat ‘massacres’ of 2002, all of which have
claimed thousands of mostly Muslim lives and played
a part in bringing Sangh Parivar parties to the highest
echelons of state power.*®

Despite — or perhaps because of — the influence VOI
has exerted on the perpetrators of pogroms in India,
Arktos Media has eagerly welcomed them as a bedfellow.
After Friberg met with VVOI, he reported his company in-
tended to propagate the Indian publishing house’s ideol-
ogy internationally. “Arktos intends to become the Indian
Right’s gateway to the Western world, which will be
fruitful both for our friends in India as well as for those
Interested in contemporary India elsewhere and the les-
sons it can offer us worldwide,” states the publishing
house.

As Schaeffer notes, “The publishing house seems to be
Inspired by certain strains of Hindu thought, although it



often refers to ‘Vedism’ instead of ‘Hinduism,’ and con-
ceives of the ideas it venerates as more ‘Aryan’ than
South Asian.” Thus, Arktos has published — either as
originals or reprints — a host of publications about Hin-
duism (or, more accurately, about Aryanism in India). Its
authors include Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Koenraad Elst,
Richard J. Cole, Savitri Devi, Sri Ravi Shankar, Sri
Dharma Pravartaka Acharya (born as Frank Morales), Jul-
ius Evola, Aleksandr Dugin, and Steven J. Rosen. Among
these, Elst stands out as a point of intersection between
VOI and Arktos.

Elst, a Belgian Indologist, has been described as “a ‘fel-
low traveller’ of the Hindu nationalist movement.””*°"
Writing about Ram Swarup, Elst calls him “definitely the
most important Hindu philosopher of independent India’s
first half-century.””“"' As a Western academic, he main-
tains the Hindutva line on a wide range of Indian issues,
arguing, for example, that caste created social cohesion,
that the desire to oppose Brahmanism was manufactured
by British colonialism, that Guru Nanak was a Hindu, as
well as that Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs are all Hindus.

In particular, however, he echoes Golwalkar, writing,
“Hinduism has been native to India, whereas Christianity
and Islam are irrevocably of foreign origin.... Golwalkar
came up with his oft-quoted suggestion that, if India was
to be a Hindu state, Christians and Muslims could only
stay there as guests, not as citizens.”" Thus, like Gol-



walkar, who warns that “the foreign races in Hindu-
stan...must lose their separate existence to merge in the
Hindu race,” Elst declares, “South-Asian Christians and
Muslims had better shed their divisive faiths and return to
the Hindu civilization which their ancestors left.”*

A similar proposition is put forth by another Arktos
Media author, Frank Morales. In his 2013 book, The
Dharma Manifesto: A New Vision for Global Transfor-
mation, he praises the concept of Hindu nationalism and
the general spirit in which the RSS was founded. Yet he
offers “constructive criticism’” — the heirs of Savarkar,
Hedgewar, and Golwalkar are not actually destructive
enough. For instance, he suggests that Hindu nationalists
require “a more revolutionary outlook and practical strat-
egy to both gain political power and to consequently gov-
ern the Indian nation-state along purely Dharmic princi-
ples.”

“The RSS Is currently a neo-Hindu, revivalist, Indian
nationalist movement,” writes Morales. He insists it needs
a total reorientation. “What it needs to become is a tradi-
tionalist, Vedic reconstructionist movement.” It needs to
dedicate itself to a mission of “Vedic nation building.”
Morales does admire its militarism, however, writing,
“The RSS has been on the front lines of defending Hindu
India from foreign aggression.” Yet his core complaint is
that the RSS is not militant enough and must adopt a



deeper commitment to the preservation, cohesion, and su-
premacy of the “Hindu race.” He offers advice for reori-
entation, stating,

The RSS needs to change quite radically.... Annihi-
late the Immediate existential threat from the Com-
munist terrorists, Islamic jihadists, and Christian mis-
sionaries.... Revive the Kshatriya (warrior) spirit of
your ancestors.... Re-Aryanize, re-Vedicize, and re-
spiritualize the entirety of your present-day cul-
tUI’e.XCVi

Like Breivik and Duke, Morales denounces multicultur-
alism, claiming, “The contradictorily absurd ideation of a
‘multicultural’ political state (such as America and Can-
ada, as presently constituted, and increasingly many of the
once-homogenous nations of Europe) can never truly be
an organic nation.” Therefore, he asserts, “Only a homo-
geneously ethno-cultural political formation can be a na-
tion proper.””V!

However, Morales believes that Sanatana Dharma
transcends the “Hindu race” and that Aryans should em-
brace it as their original spiritual system. In his mind, it is
the foundation for establishing every nation in the world
as a racially homogenous one, a system useful not only
for forming India as a nation of Hindu people and for
Hindu people but also for forming the countries of the



West as nation of white people and for white people. Con-
sequently, he declares, “Sanatana Dharma is... the sacred
heritage not merely of those people who happen to pos-
sess an Indian passport, but of the entirety of the Indo-Eu-
ropean peoples.” Vil

Speaking as a self-anointed prophet of modern Hindu-
Ism, he boasts of himself as an example of someone who
Is doing the hard work that he believes the RSS is not do-
Ing. “Vedic Reconstruction... is precisely what such indi-
viduals as David Frawley, Swami Dayananda Saraswati,
Shrikant Talageri, Subhash Kak, and myself, as well as
other, more traditionalist Vedic thinkers are engaged
in.”*** Beyond his own self-aggrandizement, however,
Morales has also received accolades from a number of
pro-Hindutva intellectuals, including Frawley, who says,
“Dr. Frank Morales represents the Sankalpa [the will] of
the Hindu people and the cause of Sanatana Dharma.”

Others praising Morales include Dr. Jeffery Long, who
calls him “a pioneer,” Hinduism Today magazine’s editor-
In chief, Paramacharya Sadasivanathaswami, and Rajiv
Malhotra, who says, “I recommend Dr. Frank Morales.
He is a noteworthy academic scholar of Hinduism, a for-
mal convert/practitioner as Acharya in Hindu temples,
and a great public champion of Hinduism with courage to
stick his neck out.”® Long, Sadasivanathaswami, and Mal-
hotra also all share another link — they’ve all appeared



more than once as “experts” at the Annual Meeting of Ex-
perts hosted by the Uberoi Foundation for Religious Stud-
I€s.

The Uberoi Foundation for Religious Studies — The
advancement of a Hindutva program is a single, saffron
thread uniting Arktos Media, VOI, and the Uberoi Foun-
dation. However, another point at which all three intersect
IS their common promotion of several of the same pseudo-
academics. These include Koenraad Elst (and Uberoi “ex-
pert” who has been published by both VOI and by
Arktos), N.S. Rajaram (an Uberoi grant recipient who has
been published by VOI), Rajiv Malhotra (an Uberoi grant
recipient and an Uberoi “expert” who has been published
by VOI), and Subhash Kak (an Uberoi “expert” who has
been published by VOI).

The Uberoi Foundation is chaired by Indian American
Professor Ved Prakash Nanda, who simultaneously serves
as Sarsanghchalak of the HSS USA, a branch of the inter-
national wing of the RSS which he founded in 1989.
Nanda solidified his credentials as a Hindu nationalist in
2015 after the HSS USA and its affiliates successfully
waged an intense campaign to revoke the U.S. State De-
partment’s blacklisting of Narendra Modi. Once this ban
was lifted, he eagerly signed his name second on a list of
over 150 academics welcoming Modi to visit the coun-
try.©



Serving as a de facto reference, Elst, speaking in 2014,
declares, “The Uberoi Foundation may genuinely be char-
acterized as strongly ‘Hindutva.’”” Malhotra concurs, stat-
Ing in 2014, “Uberoi Foundation [is] a very explicitly
Hindutva organization.”®"

Our report, “Cultural Malware: An Hindutva Program
In North America,” details how Nanda and his associates
— many of whom are funded or otherwise controlled by
Nanda and the organizations he directs — are implement-
Ing a program of Hindutva in North America. It reveals
the web of North American personalities and groups
which are all ultimately networked, particularly through
Institutions like the Uberoi Foundation, with the RSS.

The Uberoi Foundation is one of the most active and
successful Hindu nationalist institutions in North Amer-
Ica; thus, one can surmise that Anders Breivik must have
been speaking of people like Elst, Malhotra, and Nanda
when he praised the passion of “expatriate Hindus.” In
India, notes Breivik, “The Hindu right wing... dominate
the streets.” He glorifies the mobs which “often riot and
attack Muslims when things get out of control, usually af-
ter the Muslims disrespect and degrade Hinduism.” How-
ever, he argues, “The irony in India is that the Hindus
who are living abroad (expatriate Hindus) are more con-
cerned about Hindu culture than the ones in India, be-
cause from abroad, they can get an eagle eye’s view of
what’s happening in India while Indian Hindu residents
don’t see it being in the scene.”®"



In contrast to those in India, Hindutvawadis abroad
have shed the uniform of the RSS — just as white nation-
alists like David Duke have shed the white hood of the
KKK — in favor of suits and ties. They are abandoning
the street as their battlefield in favor of the boardroom —
or, as In the case of the Uberoi Foundation and its host of
affiliated personalities and institutions, they are turning to
academia as their beachhead of attack. In the universities
and primary schools of North America, RSS-associated
groups are finding fertile ground to push a program of op-
pressive policies which were manufactured in Hinduvta
laboratories.

Citations

X Seierstad, Asne. “Is Norwegian Mass Murderer Anders Breivik Still a
Threat to Europe?” Newsweek. April 13, 2016.

X Breivik, Anders (writing as Andrew Berwick). 2083: A European Declara-
tion of Independence. Hosted by Publicintelligence.net. All page numbers
reference PDF document. 17.

Xi 1bid. 270.

Xi Duke, David. My Awakening. Covington: Free Speech Press. 1998.
25:13.

XV Bridges, Tyler. The Rise of David Duke. Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi. 1994. 122.

* 1bid. 9.

i |bid. 13.

wi Eoxman, Abraham. “My Awakening: A Minor League Mein Kampf.” Anti-
Defamation League. January 1999.

i Merica, Dan. “Trump condemns ‘hatred, bigotry and violence on many
sides’ in Charlottesville.” CNN. August 13, 2017.



Xx Heim, Joe and Ellie Silverman and T. Rees Shapiro and Emma Brown.
“One dead as car strikes crowds amid protests of white nationalist gather-
ing in Charlottesville; two police die in helicopter crash.” The Washington
Post. August 13, 2017.

* Duke. 13:7.

i |bid. 40:3.

Xl bid. 39:7.

xii Breivik. 226.

XV bid. 211.

*¥ Duke. 5:5.

Vi bid. 12:24.

il 1hid. 39:1.

il Brejvik. 492,

X Duke. 29:6.

**1bid. 29:2-3.

XX pid. 29:4.

it 1bid. 29:3.

i | bid. 13:1.

XXV 1bid. 29:6-7.

XV Breivik. 496.

i 1bid. 506.

it |hid, 547, 599, and 610.

it 1hid. 611.

XX 1hid. 938.

X' Ibid. 1018-1019.

Xi Savarkar, Vinayak Damodar. Hindutva: Who Is a Hindu? 1929. Bombay:
S.S. Savarkar. 1969. 39.

Xt Jaffrelot, Christophe. The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Poli-
tics. 1993. London: Penguin Books. 1999. 27.

Xlii Jaffrelot, Christophe. Hindu Nationalism: A Reader. Princeton: Princeton
University Press. 2007. 86.

XV Savarkar, Vinayak Damodar. Hindutva: Who Is a Hindu? Bombay: Veer
Savarkar Prakashan. 1969. 4-5.

XV |bid. 31.

XM |bid. 85.

XM bid. xi.

XNl hid, 23.

Xix 1id. 4.

' Jaffrelot. Movement. 12.

" Ibid. 6.



i Savarkar. 45-46.

i Hedgewar, V. D. Pathey. 2004. Nagpur: Pustakmala Prakashan. 2012. 1.
v Jaffrelot. Movement. 65.

vVishwa Samvad Kendra. “75th Punyatithi of Dr Keshav Baliram Hedge-
war; Nation remembers icon of National Resurgence.” samvada.org. June
21, 2015.

Vi Golwalkar, Madhav Sadashiv. We or Our Nationhood Defined. Nagpur:
Bharat Publications. 1939. 99.

Vil |bid. 104-105.

Vil | bid. 49.

™ Ibid. 20.

X 1bid. 1309.

X' |bid. 51.

il 1bid. 140.

il | bid. 52-53 & 82-83.

XV |bid. 222.

% |bid. 87-88.

i Hedgewar. 49.

Wil United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. Annual
Report: India Chapter. 2004. 82.

il 1bid. 81.

Xx Mann, James. “Why Narendra Modi Was Banned From the U.S.” The
Wall Street Journal. May 2, 2014.

X Phukan, Sandeep. “Narendra Modi got his enlightenment 22 years late:
Jairam Ramesh on 'toilets before temples' remark.” NDTV.com. October 3,
2013.

ki Mander. 174.

it | id. 222.

i Concerned Citizens Tribunal. “Crime Against Humanity: Volume 1.”
Mumbai: Anil Dharkar. 2002.

kv Gottipati, Sruthi and Annie Banerji. “Modi's ‘puppy’ remark triggers new
controversy over 2002 riots.” Reuters India. July 12, 2013.

kv United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. Annual
Report: India Chapter. 2009. 82.

bvi Barry, Ellen. “24 Convicted in Massacre of Muslims During Gujarat Ri-
ots in India.” The New York Times. June 2, 2016.

kit .S, Department of State. “Issue of Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi's Visa Status.” Statement by David C. Mulford, U.S. Ambassador to
India. March 21, 2005.

it Mander. 165.



http://samvada.org/
http://ndtv.com/

XX 1bid. 223-224.

x Duke. 29:1.

ki 1bid. 29:6.

kit Acharya, Sri Dharma Pravartaka. The Dharma Manifesto. Arktos Media
Ltd. 2013. 8.

kit Schaeffer, Carol. “The unholy alliance between India and the new
global wave of white supremacy.” The Caravan. January 1, 2018.

kv Arktos Media. “Timeline Photos.” facebook.com. October 27, 2013.
kv |bid. December 18, 2013.

ki \/oice of India. “About.” voiceofindia.me.

kit Goel, Sita Ram. How | Became a Hindu. New Delhi: Voice of India.
1982. 79.

boowviit | id, 92.

kaix Hughes, Henry. “Pagan Power in Modern Europe.” Hinduism Today.
July 1999.

*¢ Pirbhai, M. Reza. “Demons in Hindutva: Writing a Theology for Hindu Na-
tionalism.” Modern Intellectual History. 2008. 26.

xci Arktos Media. “Photos.” December 18, 2013.

i Hansen, Thomas Blom. The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Na-
tionalism in Modern India. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 1999.
262.

xciil Elst, Koenraad. “Ram Swarup, Hindus and Neo-Paganism.” hinduhu-
manrights.info. May 2, 2012.

xv Elst, Koenraad. “Down With ‘Nationalism’.” koenraadelst.blogspot.com.
October 1, 2017.

XV Elst, Koenraad. “How | Did not Become a Hindu.”
koenraadelst.blogspot.com. December 12, 2014.

xvi Acharya. 47-48.

Vil |bid. 26-27.

xeviit | pid. 45.

XX 1bid. 47.

¢ Acharya. “Endorsements.” dharmacentral.com.

¢ “Full text: Second group of US professors issues letter backing Modi's Sil-
icon Valley trip.” scroll.in. September 15, 2015.

¢i Malhotra, Rajiv. “Nicholson's Untruths.” Swarajya. July 21, 2015.

¢ii Breivik. 1018-1019.



http://facebook.com/
http://voiceofindia.me/
http://hinduhumanrights.info/
http://hinduhumanrights.info/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.com/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.com/
http://scroll.in/

1. Hindutva Infiltrates Loyola Marymount University

When Loyola Marymount University (LMU), a private
Roman Catholic institution in the Los Angeles, CA area,
hosted an all-day seminar on November 10, 2017. to com-
memorate the 350th birth anniversary of Guru Gobind
Singh (1666-1708), the event erupted into chaos when a
Sikh audience member voiced his objections.

Dr. Nirinjan Khalsa, Clinical Assistant Professor of
LMU’s Jain & Sikh Studies Professorship, served as em-
cee. At the outset of the seminar, she called two honored
guests to the front for a ceremony. “[1 would like to in-
vite] Indian Consul General Ashokji to come up and wel-
come us all here today,” says Professor Khalsa. After
Venkatesan Ashok (who has been Consul General of In-
dia in San Francisco since 2014) stepped to the podium,
Khalsa then says, “Dr. Sahota would like to come forward
and honor Ashokji before we begin.” Sahota then took a
pre-tied turban from off the floor and attempted to place it
on Ashok’s head. Moments before the turban touched the
Consul’s head, Bhajan Singh stood and began shouting,

| protest this activity.... Guru Gobind Singh is a war-
rior. You are a coward. You have killed so many peo-
ple near New Delhi. We are suffering. You are com-
Ing here representing the government. You say Guru
Gobind Singh is a defender of truth. You are right
here, representing untruth. You say Guru Gobind



Singh represents equality. You represent caste. You
belong to the Hindutva forces.... That’s disgraceful
to put a turban on this Consul.... Take the turban
away.

Shocked, Sahota stopped. The Consul stood speechless.
Khalsa stepped away from Sahota and Ashok. Security ar-
rived and threatened Singh with arrest. “You can arrest
me, but you cannot put a turban,” he says. The audience
broke into disarray.

Most of the approximately 20 audience members were
either invited speakers or members of 3HO (Healthy,
Happy, Holy Organization), a religious movement
founded in 1970 by Harbhajan Singh Khalsa (1929-2004),
who is popularly called “Yogi Bhajan.” Members of 3HO
are universally Caucasian and keep some Sikh-style trap-
pings such as wearing turbans and Indian clothing.
Nirinjan Khalsa, for instance, is a member of 3HO.
“Shame on Yogi cult,” declares Singh as he continued to
protest. “Yogi Bhajan [is an] Hindutva force.... Hindutva
Sikh Murdabad [Down With Hindutva Sikhs]. Yogi Bha-
jan Hindu cult!”

Sitting in the row in front of Singh was the late Yogi
Bhajan’s wife, Inderjit Puri, and daughter, Kamaljit Puri.
When Singh began raising the slogan, “Yogi Bhajan Mur-
dabad,” Kamaljit reached back and slapped the elderly
Sikh gentleman with a brochure.



Finally, Khalsa stepped to the podium, saying, “We’re
going to have a short break. Let us all remember that we
are one.”*V

The seminar was jointly sponsored by LMU’s Jain &
Sikh Professorship, the Indian Ministry of Culture, and
the Consulate General of India (San Francisco). Accord-
Ing to Khalsa, “The first ever Jain and Sikh Studies pro-
gram hosted in the Department of Theological Studies at
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, California
was developed to support the study of and dialogue be-
tween these two minority Indian religions. It was estab-
lished in 2015 with the support from the Uberoi Founda-
tion.”*

Dr. Nirinjan Khalsa, LMU — Since 2015, Khalsa has
regularly taught one full-semester course on Sikhi, co-in-
structed a recurring intensive program on the teachings of
Sikhi founder Guru Nanak (1469-1539), and organized
three Sikhi-focused seminars.

Every semester, Khalsa teaches the course “Sikhism:
Warrior Saints.” The intention of the course is to provide
university students with a general overview of the Sikh
religion. According to the course description, “This
course will cover the history, philosophy, and practice of
Sikhism to probe fundamental theological questions. The
main focus of the course will be to highlight central Sikh
ideas through the reading of primary and secondary texts
to ask how these concepts contribute to the Sikh world-
view and ethical outlook.” The two textbooks which are



required for the course are both by Dr. Arvind-Pal Man-
dair, an Associate Professor of Sikh Studies at the Univer-
sity of Michigan — Sikhism: A Guide for the Perplexed
and Teachings of the Sikh Gurus (the latter of which Man-
dair co-authored with Christopher Shackle).®

Additionally, Khalsa co-instructs (with LMU Extension
Instructor Pritpal Khalsa, a Kundalini Yoga instructor and
3HO member) a three-day intensive program called
“Guru Nanak’s Call of the Soul.” The program is centered
around study of Japji Sahib, the first verses composed by
Guru Nanak. According to the program description, “stu-
dents will train in the recitation of Guru Nanak’s Japji Sa-
hib, or Call of the Soul,” and its meditation practice.”*""

Otherwise, Khalsa has organized Sikhi-focused events
in the past 18 months. In November 2017, as noted, she
organized a “One-Day Seminar Honoring Guru Gobind
Singh’s 350th Birthday.” In February 2017, she organized
a two-day conference, “Spiritual Warriors: Nonviolence
In the Sikh and Jain Traditions.” In February 2016, she or-
ganized a three-day conference, “The Music and Poetics
of Devotion in the Jain and Sikh Traditions.”

Besides this, every semester, Khalsa teaches the course
“Hinduism, Jainism, Yoga.” According to the course de-
scription, “In this course, students will study the Hindu,
Jain, and Yogic traditions, with a special focus on the his-
tory, theory, and practice of Jainism and its relationship
with Hinduism and Yoga.”*V!"



Who is this professor who is positioned as an expert on
the Sikh religion, teaches courses to introduce university
students to Sikhi, and is telling people about both Guru
Nanak (the first Sikh Guru) and Guru Gobind Singh (the
tenth Sikh Guru)? How has Khalsa become one of a mere
handful of Sikh studies professors in the United States?

Born in 1988, Khalsa’s parents were Kundalini Yogis
involved in 3HO. Her father, Hari Singh Khalsa, is the co-
founder, co-director, and Head Teacher of Yoga West.
According to Yoga West, “Hari Singh Khalsa was one of
Yogi Bhajan’s original students.”®* The institution states,
“Yoga West is strongly connected with the international
Kundalini Yoga community and the Kundalini Research
Institute (KRI).”*

Defining the practice, KRI states, “Kundalini Yoga as
taught by Yogi Bhajan is considered the most comprehen-
sive of yoga traditions, combining meditation, mantra,
physical exercises and breathing techniques.” The Insti-
tute claims the practice is foundational to Sikhi, further
stating, “Kundalini Yoga was taught from Master to stu-
dent for hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years and inter-
sects with the lineage of the Sikh Masters such as Guru
Nanak, Guru Ram Das and Guru Gobind Singh for the
past 500 years.”™!

Khalsa was certified as a teacher of Kundalini Yoga in
2001, at the age of 13. In 2003, at the age of 15, she
moved to India and began attending the Miri Piri Acad-
emy. The institution, describing itself as "an international



boarding school for students in grades five through
twelve,” was founded in 1977 by Yogi Bhajan.*' By
2005, she produced her first album, which consisted of
mantras drawn from verses contained within the Sikh no-
ble book, Guru Granth Sahib.

In 2014, Khalsa obtained her Ph.D. in “Renaissance of
Sikh Devotional Music” at University of Michigan. Sub-
sequently, in September 2015, she was appointed to head
the brand-new Jain & Sikh Studies program hosted under
LMU’s Department of Theological Studies.

As Khalsa writes in March 2017, “It was established in
2015 with the support from the Uberoi Foundation.”®"
Tax returns reveal that the Foundation spent $57,500 in
2015 to fund its LMU projects. Thirty-five thousand dol-
lars were earmarked specifically for “Creation of Cen-
ter(s) for Sikh and Jain Studies.” In February 2016,
Khalsa writes, “My professorship is unique, sponsored by
the Uberoi Foundation.”™" As she additionally notes, the
structure of the program was influenced by two other fig-
ures. She writes, “This program was envisioned and
brought to fruition by Dr. Sulekh Jain... and Dr.
Harvinder Singh Sahota.”**"

The only reason the Jain & Sikh Studies Professorship
exists is because of financial assistance from the Uberoi
Foundation for Religious Studies (UF). The only reason
Nirinjan Khalsa is a professor at LMU is because of sup-
port from the Foundation. Without backing by the Foun-
dation, Khalsa would not be teaching about Sikhi.



Since funding the Professorship, the Foundation has
maintained some direct involvement. For instance, the
Foundation was credited as a co-sponsor (with LMU’s
Department of Theological Studies) of the February 2016
seminar on “The Music and Poetics of Devotion in the
Jain and Sikh Traditions.”®"' The Foundation’s relation-
ship with LMU began much earlier, however.

In October 2011, the Foundation began laying the
groundwork for establishing an LMU Professorship when
it hosted a two-day “Annual Meeting of Experts™ at the
university. Its fourth such “annual meeting,” Uberoi
called the conference “In Our Own Voices: Dharma Edu-
cation in North America.” Its goal, reports the Founda-
tion, was “to facilitate the emergence of innovative and
creative theories, approaches, and methods to education
and scholarship in Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, and Sikh
Dharma traditions.”*"! Essentially, the meeting was a
strategy summit.

As we expand this report, we will detail what occurred
at this 2011 conference and examine exactly what strate-
gies the UF is implementing to “facilitate the emergence
of... education and scholarship” regarding these four reli-
gions.
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2.The Uheroi Foundation

At the outset of our report, it is necessary to ask — what
Is the Uberoi Foundation? When and why was it founded?
Who operates it? What are its primary activities? Further-
more, with which people and organizations does the
Foundation partner?

Dr. Mahinder Singh Uberoi (1924-2006) was an aero-
nautical engineer. Born in Delhi and raised in Punjab, he
Immigrated to the United States in the 1940s to complete
his higher education. From 1963 to 2000, he worked as a
professor at the University of Colorado.

In 2000, Uberoi was the first tenured professor in the
history of the university to be fired. According to The
Daily Camera, a local newspaper in Boulder, Colorado,
Uberoi was fired “for reasons that were never made pub-
lic.”*™V" One news report reveals that University authori-
ties accused Uberoi of “demonstrable professional incom-
petency, neglect of duty, insubordination... or other con-
duct which falls below minimum standards of profes-
sional integrity.”*

When he died in 2006, Uberoi’s will designated his
nearly $8 million estate to a trust and appointed his three
nieces (who were based in Delhi) as the trustees. The
trust, he said, was to use its funds “for the scholarly study
of Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism, and other
related religions and their music and arts.” The Uberoi
Foundation for Religious Studies was formally organized



In 2007 and began activities in 2008. According to the
Foundation’s website:

The mission of the Foundation can be summarized in
these few words: The Uberoi Foundation for Reli-
gious Studies serves to raise awareness of the four
major Dharmic religions of Buddhism, Hinduism,
Jainism, and Sikhism, in an effort to promote under-
standing, communication, tolerance, and peace
among the diverse peoples of the world.“*

The UF’s leadership consists of a Chairman, a Vice-
Chairman, three Trustees, and two staff-members — an
Executive Director and a Secretary.

Dr. Ved Prakash Nanda, Chairman — Nanda was
born into a Hindu family in 1934 in Gujranwala, Punjab
(now In present-day Pakistan). He studied at the Univer-
sity of Punjab, the University of Delhi, Northwestern Uni-
versity (Chicago), and then at Yale University. In 1965,
he was accepted as a Professor at the University of Den-
ver Sturm College of Law. in 1972, he founded the col-
lege’s International Legal Studies Program. From 1994 to
2008, he was Vice Provost of Internationalization at the
University of Denver. In 2007, he was appointed as a
Trustee for the Iliff School of Theology, Denver.

Beyond his academic career, Nanda has engaged in a
host of social activities. According to a 2016 biography,
“Nandaji Is a senior swayamsevak [volunteer], who has



been with Sangh since the times of... Golwalkar, the sec-
ond Sarsanghchalak [supreme leader]” of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The bio adds, “Nandaji has
been a Sangh pracharak [full time worker].”®* Addition-
ally, in the 1950s, he was President of the Delhi Univer-
sity Students Union as well as President of the Akhil Bha-
ratiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP — the student wing of
the RSS).

In the 1960s, while a student in Chicago, Nanda
founded the first American shakha (branch) of the Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh (the international wing of the RSS).
According to a 2015 biography, Nanda founded the
shakha in partnership with the “younger brother of former
RSS Sarsanghchalak K. S. Sudarashan.”™*" As reported
by The Telegraph, “Nanda entered the RSS through the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad [VHP] and gained prominence by
launching the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) in the
US in 1989.”*xil After founding the Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh USA (HSS USA), Nanda became and remains its
Sanghchalak (director).

Since 2008, Nanda has been Chairman of the UF. In
2012, he became a Trustee of the Dharma Civilization
Foundation (DCF). He is also an Advisor to the Hindu
Education Foundation (HEF).

In the words of philosopher Martha Nussbaum and In-
dologist Wendy Doniger, Nanda is “a leading member of
the Hindu Right.”®" Indeed, his personal ideology is un-
derstood by the company he keeps and the activities in



which he engages outside of the UF. According to The
Telegraph, “Nanda has a close association with top RSS
leaders like Mohan Bhagwat.”*"

Nanda has repeatedly spoken at international confer-
ences hosted in India. In 2008, as president of the HSS,
Nanda hosted a New York City release of the book, M.S.
Golwalkar: His Vision and Mission. According to the
HSS, “This book release ceremony was organized by
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, which owes its inspiration to
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, in the presence of the
chief guest Dr. Mohan Bhagwat, General Secretary of
RSS, India and Prof. Ved Nanda, President of HSS,
USA.” At the event, “Prof. Ved Nanda spoke about the
Impact of RSS and [Golwalkar], emphasizing that the val-
ues advocated by the Sangh are not limited to any group
but are applicable to the entire humanity.”**"!

In 2005, Nanda attended the fourth Vishwa Sangh
Shibir (VSS) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. In its fifth confer-
ence the summit included a keynote speech by K. S. Su-
darashan of the RSS. Also attending were VHP-America
President Jyotish Parikh and VHP International Vice-
President Dr. Mahesh Mehta. During the sixth VSS, in In-
dore in 2015, an RSS spokesperson explains, “At this
Shibir, we discuss how to spread the work and the mes-
sage of RSS. Often, it marks the first visit to India for
many HSS members.”*™¥!" Nanda, who was again a
speaker, was joined by VHP-Australia Founder and Presi-
dent Dr. Nihal Singh Agra and RSS General Secretary



Suresh Joshi. In his remarks, Joshi states, “We intend to
influence the world by our thought and philosophy.”®V!!

In 2010, an article in the India Tribune claims, “Nanda
Inspires Hindu spirit,” and describes how, at a Chicago
conference, “Prof. Nanda shared his experience on how
the Hindu society and HSS USA has responded to the
needs of Bhutanese Hindu refugees in their resettlement
in the US and work done by Sewa International, VHP,
and other organizations.”®** As reported by Samvat, a
newsletter published by Hindu organization Shri Vishwa
Niketan, the audience included “prominent Hindu and so-
cial leaders... media persons, Sangh swayamsevaks, and
karyakartas [workers].”“*

In 2014, Nanda chaired a sub-conference on human
rights at a World Hindu Conference organized in New
Delhi by the VHP. He was joined by Mohan Bhagwat and
Suresh Joshi. At the conference, Nanda presented a para-
digm in which he believes Hindus are internationally vic-
timized. Speaking about his sub-conference, Nanda states,

The session | chaired on human rights addressed the
violations Hindus have faced in Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Kashmir.... The pio-
neering work of Global Human Rights Defence in the
Netherlands and the Hindu American Foundation in
the US, seeking to protect Hindus’ human rights in
several countries and influencing decision-makers in



Europe and the US, met with thundering applause
from a packed house.“*

In 2015, years after Modi was denied a visa to enter the
USA because of his role in the 2002 Gujarat Genocide,
Nanda led a letter inviting the Indian politician to San
Jose, CA In September 2015. Nanda’s name is listed sec-
ond on the letter of over 150 academics.™*!

In 2016, Nanda authored and published a book called
Compassion in 4 Dharmic Traditions. In July of that year,
he attended a New Delhi book release hosted by Mohan
Bhagwat and former Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani. As reported by The Times of
India, “The former Deputy Prime Minister also said the
work of the author Ved Nanda showed how there are
commonalities in religions like Hinduism, Jainism, Sikh-
ism and Buddhism.”ol

Despite Nanda’s links to the RSS, VHP, ABVP, HSS,
and other such groups, he continues to seek a close affilia-
tion with communities such as the Sikhs. In 2012, Nanda
describes his opinion of Sikhism, writing, “With our com-
mon heritage and history, American Sikhs and Hindus
share a unique bond unlike any other two religious com-
munities.” XV

Parveen Sethia, Vice-Chairman — Sethia is related
by marriage to one of the Foundation’s three Trustees. He
IS a pharmacist. According to the Foundation’s website,



“He Is actively involved in the Ekal Vidyalaya project to
support education of children in Indian villages.”***"

The Ekal Vidyalaya program is a project of the VHP
begun in 1986. According to VHP Treasurer Ramesh
Modi, “Ekal Vidyalaya is a single-teacher primary school
where the tribal students are given lessons on Hindu cul-
ture and religion besides the normal academic
course.” ! Former VHP spokesperson Prakash Sharma
states, “Ekal Vidyalayas are our effort to reach the most
deprived areas of the country.... We do not mind even
Muslim or Christian students learning in our institutions.
However, they have to accept that they are by birth Hin-
dus too.”™Vil According to one teacher, as quoted by
Frontline magazine, “We go for the RSS shakha meetings
regularly. The teachers are selected only if they subscribe
to the RSS way of thought.”&xVill

UF Trustees — The three Trustees, all nieces of Dr.
Uberol, are Anu Bhatia, Jyothia Bhatia, and Sneha Harjai.
All three women live and work in the area of Delhi, India.

UF Staffmembers — Jim Polsfut, Executive Director
of the Foundation, is a specialist in Latin America and fi-
nancial services management. Notably, he is Commis-
sioner and past Chairman of the Colorado Commission on
Higher Education, the coordinating body of the 28 public
universities and colleges in the State of Colorado.

Katharine Nanda, Secretary of the Foundation, is an at-
torney who is actively involved in a large number of



Hindu religious activities. She is also the wife of Ved
Nanda.

UF Activities — The Foundation engages in four pri-
mary activities. 1) An annual “Experts’ Meeting” to re-
flect on strategy. 2) Grant-making to universities and
foundations. 3) Teacher Training to instruct high school
teachers how to teach about India. 4) Textbook reform to
change current curriculum about India, beginning with
California schools.
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3. UF's Annual Experts’ Meeting

The Foundation’s first event, in October 2008, was an
“Experts’ Meeting” hosted in Denver, Colorado. Subse-
quently, the UF has held an “Annual Experts Meeting”
every year up until 2014. Because these meetings are in-
tended as strategic summits, the ideological leanings,
goals, and influence of the Foundation is best understood
by examining its agenda at these meetings as well as its
affiliations with the attending “experts” and the organiza-
tions they represent. A thorough analysis of several years
of meetings reveals an intricately interlaced web of recur-
ring connections, including a financial link, between
around 30 “experts” and a dozen different organizations
and academic institutions.®

2009. The second “Experts’ Meeting” was in Orlando,
Florida. The purpose was “to delve deeply into the com-
monalities of the four Indic Dharmic traditions as well as
Into the ways in which those traditions contribute to soci-
ety.” Experts present included:

 Dr. Arvind-Pal Mandair
 Dr. Bal Ram Singh
 Dr. Shiva Bajpai

2010. The third “Experts’ Meeting” was in Denver,
Colorado at the Iliff School of Theology. The topic was
“Decolonizing Indic Studies.” Experts present included:



e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.

e Dr

Abhinav Dwivedi
Arvind-Pal Mandair
Arvind Sharma

Bal Ram Singh
Balbinder Singh Bhogal
Koenraad Elst
Manohar Shinde
Radheyshyam Dwivedi
Ramdas Lamb

 Rajiv Malhotra

 Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
e Dr.
 Dr.

2011. The fourth “Experts’ Meeting” was in Los Ange-
les, California at Loyola Marymount University. The
topic was “In Our Own Voices — Dharma Education in
North America.” Experts present included:

e Dr.
Acharya Arumuganathaswami
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Rita Sherma
Shrinivas Tilak
Subhash Kak
Veena Howard

Y ashwant Pathak

Abhinav Dwivedi

Arvind-Pal Mandair
Arvind Sharma
Aseem Shukla
Bal Ram Singh



 Dr. Balbinder Singh Bhogal
e Dr. Gurleen Grewal
« Khanderao Kand

* Dr. Manohar Shinde
« Dr. Mihir Meghani
 Rajiv Malhotra

e Dr. Ramdas Lamb

* Dr. Rita Sherma
 Dr. Shiva Bajpai

e Dr. Shrinivas Tilak
* Dr. Subhash Kak

e Dr. Veena Howard

* Dr. Yashwant Pathak

2012. The fifth “Experts’ Meeting” was in Denver, Col-
orado. The topic was “training U.S. schoolteachers in
Dharmic traditions and correcting distortions and inade-
quacies of Dharmic traditions in North American text-
books.” Experts present included:

« Acharya Arumuganathaswami

« Dr. Arvind Sharma

 Dr. Bal Ram Singh

« Khanderao Kand

« Dr. Manohar Shinde

« Paramacharya Sadasivanathaswami
 Dr. Radheyshyam Dwivedi

« Dr. Ramdas Lamb



* Rishi Bhutada

* Dr. Rita Sherma

« Samir Kalra

* Dr. Saumitra Gokhale
 Dr. Shiva Bajpali

e Dr. Shrinivas Tilak

e Dr. Yashwant Pathak

2013. The sixth “Experts’ Meeting” was at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts — Dartmouth. The topic was “the
training of U.S. teachers in the Dharmic traditions and the
correcting of distortions about the Dharmic traditions in
U.S. textbooks.” Experts present included:

 Dr. Bal Ram Singh
 Dr. Shiva Bajpal

e Dr. Yashwant Pathak
e Dr. Manohar Shinde

2014. The seventh “Experts’ Meeting” was in Boulder,
Colorado at Naropa University. The topic was “Compas-
sion in the Four Dharmic Traditions.” Experts present in-
cluded:

« Acharya Arumuganathaswami
 Dr. Bal Ram Singh

 Dr. Murali Balaji

« Dr. Radheyshyam Dwivedie



 Rajiv Malhotra

« Samir Kalra

 Dr. Shiva Bajpai

e Dr. Veena Howard

e Dr. Yashwant Pathak

Reports on “Experts’ Meetings™ in 2015 and 2016 have
not been made available by the Foundation. However, an
analysis of the six meetings for which there is data shows
the reoccurring presence of a large number of these “ex-
perts.” Furthermore, analysis reveals that the uniting fac-
tor for all of these “experts™ is adherence, in varying de-
grees, to a Hindutva ideology.

Recurring Experts — Those who have been present at
more than one meeting.

Dr. Abhinav Dwivedi (two “Experts’ Meetings™) IS
Emeritus Vice-President, former Vice President, and a
Founding Member of the Hindu University of America
and Advisor for Fundraising of the Hindu Education
Foundation (HEF).

Acharya Arumuganathaswami (three “Experts’
Meetings”) is Managing Editor of Hinduism Today mag-
azine and a resident monk at Kauai’s Hindu Monastery,
known as the Himalayan Academy.

Dr. Arvind Sharma (three “Experts’ Meetings”) is a
Professor of Comparative Religion at McGill University



In Montreal, Canada, he has been a Visiting Professor of
Indic Studies at Harvard University with an appointment
by the Infinity Foundation. Funding for his professorship
and for his books comes from the Infinity Foundation.

Dr. Arvind-Pal Mandair (three “Experts’ Meet-
ings”) Is an Associate Professor of Sikh Studies at Uni-
versity of Michigan, a former Professor of Sikh Studies at
Hofstra University in New York, and a former Professor
of Sikh Studies at University of Warwick in the United
Kingdom.

According to a 2014 article by Mandair, “In recent
years, some Hindu scholars have propagated a softer ver-
sion of the old Branmanic ideology in the guise of the
‘Four Dharma’ traditions, putting Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism and Sikhism on the same list.”®!' Suggesting that
Mandair himself is one of those scholars, Kavneet Singh,
a Director of Sikh American Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund (SALDEF), explains, “Arvind’s... Interactions
In academia, his cavorting with right wing Hindu schol-
ars, and his books seem to say something very differ-
ent.”CX“

He regularly receives grants from the Uberoi Founda-
tion, including for translation of his books into the Pun-
jabi language.

Dr. Bal Ram Singh (six “Experts’ Meetings”) is a
Professor of Biochemistry as well as the Director of the
Center for Indic Studies (CIS) at the University of Massa-



chusetts — Dartmouth. He is a Director for the World As-
sociation for Vedic Studies (WAVES). He is the Founder
of the Institute of Advanced Sciences (IAS).

The IAS and CIS co-sponsored the 22nd International
Congress of Vedanta at Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) in New Delhi in 2015. The keynote speaker was
Baba Ramdev, who is known for his close association
with the RSS. In 2014, for instance, Ramdev hosted a 3-
day RSS youth training camp at his Haridwar ashram.
Mohan Bhagwat spoke, and the RSS states, “Youths at-
tending the camp would be motivated to dedicate at least
one year of their lives to serve as an RSS pracharak.”*X!"
In a statement about the VVedanta Congress, the Students’
Federation of India says, “JNU had been one of the prime
targets of the RSS-BJP during the previous NDA regime
as well... The invitation to Ramdev is part of the system-
atic intrusion of Hindutva agents into the academic
SpaCCS.,,CX““

The International Congress of Vedanta was founded in
1986 and many of the conferences since then have been
variously sponsored by JNU’s Special Centre for Sanskrit
Studies, the IAS, the CIS, and the Infinity Foundation. In
August 2017, the 23rd Vedanta Congress was held at
UMass-Dartmouth with sponsorship from the CIS, the
IAS, and the Dharma Civilization Foundation (among
others).

Along with Ved Nanda and others, Bal Ram Singh
joined a letter inviting Modi to San Jose, California in



September 2015. His name is listed third on the letter of
over 150 academics.>X"v

He regularly receives grants from the Uberoi Founda-
tion.

Dr. Balbinder Singh Bhogal (two “Experts’ Meet-
ings”) is a Professor of Religion and, since 2007, the
Chair of the Bindra Chair in Sikh Studies at Hofstra
University in New York. He teaches courses which in-
clude “Warrior Saints: An Introduction to the Sikh Reli-
gion,” “Sikh Mysticism,” “Religions of India,” and
“Yoga, Psychology, & Health.”*" He has worked closely
with Arvind-Pal Mandair of University of Michigan.

Khanderao Kand (two “Experts’ Meetings”) is Na-
tional Public Relations Coordinator of the HSS, a coordi-
nator for the HEF, Founder of the Global Indian Technol-
ogy Professionals of India (GITPRO), and a convener of
the Indo-American Community of West Coast, USA
(IACWC USA). IACWC USA was founded to host a Sep-
tember 2015 reception for Narendra Modi in California.

According to India West, Kand was “a key convener of
the SAP Center event” hosting Modi in San Jose.* In an
Interview with WomenNow TV conducted shortly before
the event, Kand is described as “in the middle of organiz-
Ing Mr. Modi’s visit” and “bringing this humongous event
together at SAP Centre.”®"" As reported by the Business
Standard in August 2015, “Kand has been intimately as-
sociated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
for most of his life.”oV



In 2001, Kand organized a Hindu Sangam [Assembly]
In Milpitas, CA. Kand says, “The volunteers of Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) spread the message of Hindu
Sangam to 20,000 Hindus in the Bay Area in a meticu-
lously planned and executed campaign that included a
door-to-door campaign.” The keynote speaker was K.S.
Sudarshan of the RSS, who says, “I congratulate the
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh and all other Hindu organiza-
tions, who put in their collective effort to make the Hindu
Sangam a great success with the participation of about
12,000 Hindus belonging to different language groups,
sects, and religious denominations.”®™

Dr. Manohar Shinde (four “Experts’ Meetings”) is a
former Clinical Faculty in Child and Adult Psychiatry and
Psychoanalysis at University of California, Los Angeles,
the Chairman of the Uberoi Foundation’s Advisory Com-
mittee, a Director of Sewa International, and a Director of
HSS, and the Founder and Chairman Emeritus of the
DCF.

In 1994, Shinde was the keynote speaker at an HSS
event in Milpitas, California honoring Dr. K. V.
Hedgewar, the founder of the RSS. According to an HSS
biography, “Shindeji has been active in RSS since child-
hood. After obtaining his medical residency in the US, he
went back to India as a pracharak (full time worker) for 3
years.... In the 70s... he started the first VHP of America
chapter in New York City.”® As reported by India Jour-
nal in 2016, “Shinde... has had ties with the Rashtriya



Swayamsevak Sangh and is known to have ties with the
current administration in India.”®"

Dr. Radheyshyam Dwivedi (three “Experts’ Meet-
ings™) is Chairman of the Board of Directors for Sewa In-
ternational, President Emeritus of the International Center
for Cultural Studies (ICCS), and a member of the Advi-
sory Council for the HSS. He was formerly a Karyawaha
(secretary) as well as Sanghchalak for the HSS.

According to the ICCS website, “The International
Center for Cultural Studies (ICCS) was established in
Nagpur, India, by Rashtriya Swayemsevak Sangh (RSS)
volunteers in 1994, under the guidance of senior RSS
leaders.”" In 2005, Dwivedi spoke at the fourth Vishwa
Sangh Shibir (VSS) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat alongside
Ved Nanda, K. S. Sudarashan, VHP-A President Jyotish
Parik and VVHP-1 Vice-President Dr. Mahesh Mehta.c"" In
2012, Dwivedi spoke at the ICCS’s fourth triennial con-
ference in Haridwar alongside Mohan Bhagwat.

Rajiv Malhotra (three “Experts’ Meetings”) is the
Founder and Director of the Infinity Foundation. He is the
author of several books, including Breaking India, which
claims that a diverse set of anti-national forces — particu-
larly Dalit and Dravidian communities in the Indian dias-
pora — are intent on “breaking” the unity of the Republic
of India.

In Scroll.in, one commentator describes Malhotra as
“the philosopher-in-chief of Internet Hindutva.”®V In
2013, Malhotra visited Baba Ramdev, an affiliate of the



RSS, at his Haridwar ashram. Praising Malhotra from the
stage, Ramdev states,

His fame and reputation are well-known globally. He
represents Hindu dharma and culture on the world
stage.... Such a brother is Shri Rajiv Malhotra,
among us now. Let us honor him.... He dedicated his
entire life to this cause. His entire purpose in life has
been for our Bharat, our knowledge, our tradition, the
ideals of our rishis [saints], and how to establish
them globally.V

Malhotra’s primary ideological outlet is his books. Ac-
cording to a 2011 review of Breaking India published in
Outlook magazine, “The book is really aimed at US poli-
cymakers in a bid to promote an alliance between the US
state and Yankee Hindutvavadis.”*™ Additionally, having
spoken at three of the Uberoi Foundation’s Annual EXx-
perts’ Meetings, in 2015, Malhotra states, “Uberoi Foun-
dation [is] a very explicitly Hindutva organization.”*!

In 2014, Malhotra explicitly details his perspective on
the Sikh religion, writing, “All Sikh gurus were practicing
Hindus. Only 19th c. Brits brainwashed many Sikhs into
separate religion.”"" In 2017, at a conference, Malhotra
claims that Sikhism is a sect of Hinduism, stating,

I’m from Punjab.... My grandfather wore a turban....
In the 1800s, that separation didn’t exist so much. It



has been created.... Guru Nanak was a Hindu.... If
you look at the actual substance of the philosophy,
then you’ll find that Sikhism is a kind of sampraday
(sect), or a lineage, within Hinduism.!

He regularly receives grants from the Uberoi Founda-
tion.

Dr. Ramdas Lamb (three “Experts’ Meetings™) Is a
Professor of Religion at University of Hawaii-Manoa and
Director of Programs for the Dharma Academy of North
American (DANAM). His daughter, Sachi Lamb, is a for-
mer member of the Executive Council of HAF.

According to the website of the Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti, a group which says it exists for “reinstatement of
Dharma, meaning, establishment of the ‘Hindu
Rashtra,””*™ Ramdas Lamb is “teaching Hindutva at Ha-
waii University.”*™ In 2007, he spoke at a conference or-
ganized by the HAF. In cooperation with HAF and the
UF, he has been one of the most instrumental Western ac-
ademics involved in demanding textbook “reform” from
the California State Board of Education (CSBE). In 2014,
Lamb praises the election of Narendra Modi, writing,

Modi is not just a new prime minister; he is the first
one comfortable with openly expressing his commit-
ment to the Hindu tradition after what many Hindus
see as decades of political rule in India that seemed to



be increasingly anti-Hindu whenever dealing with re-
ligious issues.c™!

Dr. Rita Sherma (three “Experts’ Meetings”) is Di-
rector of the Center for Dharma Studies at Graduate The-
ological Union in Berkeley, California, a position funded
by the DCF since 2015. Also in 2015, she began filling a
two-year Swam Vivekananda Visiting Faculty Hindu
Studies Chair funded by the DCF.

Samir Kalra (two “Experts’ Meetings”) is an attor-
ney as well as a Senior Director and Senior Human Rights
Fellow at the HAF.

Along with Suhag Shukla, Kalra was one of two HAF
attorneys to compose a brief opposing House Resolution
417 and defending India’s “anti-conversion” laws which
criminalize religious conversion without State permission.
H.R. 417 would have required that U.S.-India dialogues
highlight religious freedom and human rights issues. Ac-
cording to Kalra,

HAF... spoke out against U.S. House Resolution 417
(H. Res. 417), a resolution that undermines U.S-India
relations and contains misleading and inflammatory
language. Specifically, H. Res. 417 selectively high-
lights certain incidents of violence in India to portray
Hindus as the only perpetrators of religious riots...



while criticizing Freedom of Religion or “anticonver-
sion” laws, which were created to protect poor and
vulnerable populations.c*'

Additionally, Kalra has been one of the most instru-
mental activists involved in demanding textbook “reform”
from the CSBE. In 2016, he writes, “For many years the
American perception of Hinduism and India has been
wrong, in part due to the content of California text-
books.... HAF is dedicated to correcting these inaccura-
CieS.”CIXiV

He regularly receives grants from the Uberoi Founda-
tion.

Dr. Shiva Bajpai (5 “Experts’ Meetings”) is a former
Professor of History and Director of Asian Studies at Cal-
ifornia State University, Northridge in Los Angeles, CA,
President of the DCF, Chairman of the Grants Committee
for the Uberoi Foundation, and a Steering Committee
member for WAVES. He is co-author of The History of
Hindu India: From Ancient to Modern Times.

A 2006 article by The San Francisco Chronicle de-
scribes Bajpai as an “Hindutva sympathizer.”*™ In a 2016
Uberoi Foundation funded report which Bajpai co-au-
thored with Acharya Arumuganathaswami to demand
textbook “reform” from the California State Board of Ed-
ucation (CSBE), the two defend the Hindu caste system.
They write,



Caste... IS always presented as entirely negative, with
the focus on the bottom of the system, the untoucha-
bles, a tiny minority community through historical
times.... The caste system actually offered at least
some advantages over other social structures of the
time.CIXVi

The co-authors claim, “The term Brahmanism... was
coined by Orientalists.” Meeting their demands, the
CSBE agreed to “drop all reference to a religion called
Brahmanism.”*™" Furthermore, as reported by a 2006 In-
dia West article, Bajpai argues that caste is not based on
birth. Particularly referencing the condition of Dalits
(those historically treated as “Untouchables’), he states,
“It was not blood that made a group untouchable, but con-
duct.... A Brahmin could be viewed as a chandala if he
behaved badly.”cvil

He regularly receives grants from the Uberoi Founda-
tion.

Dr. Shrinivas Tilak (3 “Experts’ Meetings”) is an In-
dependent Research Scholar at McGill University in
Montreal, Canada, a Coordinator of the HEF, and author
of Reawakening to a Secular Hindu nation: M.S. Golwal-
kar's Vision of a Dharmasapeksha Hindurashtra.

In a book of advice for Swayamsevaks published by the
HSS, Tilak praises Golwalkar, writing, “Shri Guruji never
tired of stressing that well molded character... is requisite
for all those who are associated with the RSS.... It is this



sense of a civic and cultural identity that the RSS has
propagated under Shri Guruji’s guidance, and which will
provide the basis for rebuilding Hindurashtra [Hindu Na-
tion].”*™* He offers similar praise for Hindu Mahasabha
President V. D. Savarkar. Writing about Savarkar, the
man who coined the term “Hindutva,” Tilak states,

Savarkar’s definition of Hindutva is dynamic, not
static as many of his detractors conceive it to be. It is
compatible with, and accommodative of, the migra-
tion of Hindus beyond India that is happening right
now. The only geographical limit of Hindutva, as
such, is the limit imposed upon the earth itself.*

Along with Ved Nanda and others, Tilak joined a letter
inviting Modi to San Jose, CA in September 2015.6*

Dr. Subhash Kak (2 “Experts’ Meetings”) is Regents
Professor and Head of Computer Science Department at
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. He is the author
of a number of books, including The Astronomical Code
of the Rigveda. He has also been a faculty member of the
Hindu University of America.

According to a 2001 article in Outlook magazine, Kak
possesses “a vitriolic hatred of majority opinions about
ancient Indian history in the scholarly community, and a
desire to replace it with a completely different view.”*>*!
Regarding Kak’s academic credentials, American mathe-
matician Alan Sokal writes, “Subhash Kak, a professor of



electrical and computer engineering... and one of the
leading intellectual luminaries of the Hindu-nationalist di-
aspora, claims to find ‘astronomical codes’ in the Rig
Veda’s descriptions of ritual fire altars.”*™ Kak contin-
ues to propagate ideas about VVedic science. For instance,
In 2016, he spoke at the Arya Samaj, DAV Public School
In New Delhi about “Ancient Indian Scientific Con-
CCptS.”CIXXiV

Dr. Veena Howard (3 “Experts’ Meetings”) is a Pro-
fessor of Philosophy at California State University,
Fresno, where she teaches Asian Religious Traditions in-
cluding Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Jainism.

In one of her scholarly articles, Howard defends “the
laws of dharma — laws prescribed by Sacred texts — as
guidelines to ensure that one behaves in such a way that
respects the other.” Specifying the source of these laws,
she writes, “The Manu Smriti (Laws of Manu) describes
In great detail how to avoid the actions which harm oth-
ers.” She further quotes Manusmriti to defend her theory
that one should [see] the other not as other but as one’s
own self.”cPxv

Dr. Yashwant Pathak (5 “Experts’ Meetings”) Is a
Professor of Pharmacy and an Associate Dean at Univer-
sity of South Florida, Co-founder of the ICCS, a Trustee
for the DCF, an Advisor to the HEF, an Advisor to Sewa
International, former International Coordinator of the
HSS, and an affiliate of the Hindu University of America.



One of Pathak’s most active organizations is the ICCS.
Belgian Indologist Koenraad Elst, who writes in defense
of Hindutva, describes the pharmacist as “RSS activist
Yashwant Pathak.” He further reports, “The ICCS was
founded in Nagpur in 1994 by Prof. S.W. Bakhle. [Or-
ganiser 2011] Nagpur, near the geographical heart of In-
dia, i1s where the headquarters of the Hindu nationalist
movement Rastriya Svayamsevak Sangh (RSS, National
Volunteer Corps, °1925) lie. It is also where co-founder
Yashwant Pathak studied before relocating to London, Je-
rusalem and finally the US.”¢»xvi

The goal of the ICCS is “to cultivate strong bonds with
native communities of Africa, Australasia, Europe, North
America, South America and South-East Asia.”*™VIl Elst
writes, “Pathak personally worked in tribal areas of In-
dia.... Strengthening contacts with the tribals was also a
pet project of the late RSS leader Moropant Pingle, who
helped Yashwant Pathak in his tribal contacts.” In 2012,
speaking at the ICCS’s fourth triennial conference in
Haridwar, Pathak says, “We are exploring having some
youth camps on the RSS line [among tribal communities
outside India].”™! The conference’s keynote speaker
was Mohan Bhagwat. In 2015, Pathak again spoke along-
side Bhagwat at the fifth triennial conference in Mysore.

Single Appearance Experts. These single appearance
“experts” all share an ideological link with each other



as well as those who have been present at recurring
annual meetings.

Dr. Aseem Shukla is Co-Founder and a Director of the
Hindu American Foundation (HAF) and husband of HAF
Executive Director, Suhag Shukla. In 2012, when U.S.
Congressmembers attempted to maintain a visa ban for
Narendra Modi, Shukla alleged, “American legislators
[are] disrespecting the free and fair democratic ballot in
India.” Referring to the 2002 Gujarat Genocide, he asks,
“Is a decade-old riot the only contemporary human rights
issue deserving a coalition of the concerned?”™* After
Modi was denied a visa, Shukla claims, “Modi, objecti-
fied as a pariah, ingeniously grew his stature under the
ugly glare.... Modi was rendered a victim, and in refusing
to grovel, his stature simply grew.”"* When Modi vis-
ited San Jose, CA in September 2015, Shukla led a letter
of invitation, stating,

Under Prime Minister Modi, India’s civilizational
contributions of yoga, spirituality, religious plural-
Ism, art, and music are enjoying renewed patronage
and public acceptance globally.... We welcome
Prime Minister Modi to the United States and look
forward to a mutually rewarding and productive dia-
logue between the United States and India.c»*!



Shukla was in Gujarat around the time of the genocide.
In one article from 2002, he denies State complicity in
2002 but admits that police “may have participated with
the rioters” because they were “blinded by the rage of the
moment.” He calls accusations of complicity, “A witch-
hunt aimed at discrediting an opposing ideology.”*™!! In
another 2002 article, he offers justifications for the mobs
who perpetrated the genocide, writing, “Patience and re-
straint were demanded of us yet again — another bitter
brutality was only to be ignored.” He describes how he
witnessed, “building in the streets of Gujarat,” an “Impo-
tent Rage. Impotent, for there was no outlet to a rage that
was just.” Despite 2,000 Muslim deaths, he asks, “What
of a wounded Hindu psyche perpetually wandering for
even the most superficial of redresses?”” The blame, he in-
sists, lay solely on the Muslim population, writing, “Mus-
lim provocateurs started... the Bombay riots in 1992, and
they had succeeded in shattering communal calm in
2002.”Clxxxiii

Furthermore, Shukla supports Indian laws criminalizing
religious conversion without State permission and an
amendment to the United Nations' Universal Declaration
of Human Rights stating a right to “retain” one's religion.
Shukla writes, “The violence of conversion is very real.
The religious conversion is too often a conversion to in-
tolerance.”*™V He has also written against Dalit activist
movements, stating,



Neo-Dalit activism seems less the political activism
of a neglected minority within the Indian American
diaspora, but rather an identitarian ideological move-
ment seeking to overthrow the foundational basis of
all Hinduism in the American context.®>*V

Dr. Harvinder Sahota is a cardiologist and former
member of the Board of Directors of Claremont Lincoln
University.

In 2013, when Claremont Lincoln University estab-
lished a Center for Sikh Studies, Sahota was described as
one of the “donors and organizers of the center.”*™V! |n
2014, the Uberoi Foundation donated $15,000 to support
creation of a “Jain and Sikh Studies Center” at Claremont.
The center is now defunct. In 2015, Sahota joined the
DCEF’s efforts to establish religious studies chairs at U.C.
Irvine. Sahota himself funded a proposed “Dhan Kaur
Sahota Presidential Chair in Sikh Studies,” named after
his mother. The entire program was rejected in 2016 after
university faculty and students objected that DCF is
linked to the RSS.

In 2015, Sahota joined the Uberoi Foundation in crea-
tion of LMU’s Jain & Sikh Professorship, which Nirinjan
Khalsa describes as “envisioned and brought to fruition
by... Dr. Harvinder Singh Sahota.”*™*Vil |n 2017, Sahota
attempted to place a turban on the head of Indian Consul
General Venkatesan Ashok at an LMU seminar commem-
orating the 350th birthday of Guru Gobind Singh.



Dr. Gurleen Grewal is an Associate Professor of Eng-
lish and Founding Director of the Center for India Studies
(now defunct) at the University of South Florida. In 2011,
she and Yashwant Pathak jointly received a grant from
the Uberoi Foundation to host a conference on “Eastern
and Indigenous Perspectives on Sustainability and Con-
flict Resolution.”*™Vil Pathak is intimately linked to the
RSS since his early public life, has repeatedly spoken at
RSS events in India, and is described by Koenraad Elst as
“RSS activist Yashwant Pathak.”

Dr. Koenrad Elst is an Indologist and author of several
books, including Dr. Ambedkar: A True Aryan, Decolo-
nizing the Hindu Mind: Ideological Development of
Hindu Revivalism, The Saffron Swastika: The Notion of
“Hindu Fascism”, and Who is a Hindu?: Hindu Revival-
Ist Views of Animism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Other Off-
shoots of Hinduism. In his autobiography, L.K. Advani
praises Elst, stating, “His two-volume book titled The
Saffron Swastika, marshals an incontrovertible array of
facts to debunk slanderous attacks on the BJP by a section
of the media.”c*

According to The Times of India, Elst is one of “a set of
foreign-bred Hindutva activists, whose ideology and writ-
ing... are bringing ammunition against the left-liberal dis-
course and legitimising the Hindutva version of national-
ism, on matters like cow protection, triple talaq and the
Ram Mandir.”**® He denounces “the anti-Hindu ideology
that is falsely called ‘secularism.””“ Among his many



claims, Elst defends the Hindutva idea that India is a land
of Hindus and for Hindus, writing,

Hinduism has been native to India, whereas Christi-
anity and Islam are irrevocably of foreign origin...
Hindus will always identify with India in a way that
Christians and Muslims cannot.

MS Golwalkar came up with his oft-quoted sugges-
tion that, if India was to be a Hindu state, Christians
and Muslims could only stay there as guests, not as
citizens. This deduction followed logically from the
premise that India would be a state of the Hindus....

Fact is that Hindus and non-Hindus were deemed
different in respect of nationhood.*!

Elst also writes in defense of Brahmanism and attempts
to equate denouncing Brahmanism with being anti-Se-
mitic. Elst writes, “Hate mongers often need concocted
stories to buttress their political message. In India, these
are most common in that peculiar Indian form of hatred:
anti-Brahminism.... [It i] the local counterpart to what
anti-Semitism has been in the West.”®!! He insists that
opposition to Brahmanism is a devious fabrication of the
West, claiming, “The well-spring of anti-Brahminism is
doubtlessly the Christian missionaries greedy design to
rope in the souls of Hindus.”***" Furthermore, he argues,
“Anti-Brahminism comes in as a helpful tool for US-



based missionaries to pit Hindus against one another
along lines of caste and ethnicity.”***

Besides his defense of Brahnmanism, Elst proposes that
the caste system offered many benefits to society in the
Indian subcontinent, including for those treated as low-
caste. He writes,

Caste... offered a lot of communal togetherness, so-
cial security and a certain pride in one’s caste iden-
tity.... Even for the lowest castes, humiliation by
higher placed people on account of caste did not out-
weigh the considerable benefits of belonging to at
least some caste. This caste cohesion is an important
reason why Hinduism could survive where the cul-
tures of West Asia disappeared under the onslaught
of Islam.>®

Elst also emphatically and repeatedly insists that Sikhs
are Hindus. “Guru Nanak was every inch a Hindu,” he
writes.®V!! “Indian Buddhists are part of Hindu society.
That equally counts for the Jain, Sikh and, indeed, Shaiva
communities.”*! Writing about Guru Tegh Bahadur’s
martyrdom, he describes the Guru as a “Hindu sect
leader” and states, “He was not a Sikh defending Hindu-
Ism, but a Hindu of the Nanakpanth defending his own
Hindu religion.”*** About Guru Gobind Singh, he writes,
“Guru Govind Singh was cent per cent a Hindu and
founded the Sikh militant order to serve and defend Hindu



Dharma.”** Furthermore, he adds, “To take Sikhism as a
separate religion, after summarizing its genesis as a sect
within the Hindu movement... is another compromise
with prevailing opinion. The scholarly but isolating view
is that this is simply a Hindu sect.”*® Elsewhere, he sum-
marizes his opinion “from a Hindutva viewpoint,” writ-

Ing,

It is only a dogma of the Nehruvians, including the
separatist section among the Sikhs, that Sikhi is a
separate religion. From a scholarly viewpoint, of
course Sikhs are Hindus: all Indian “unbelievers”
were called just that by the Muslim invaders who in-
troduced the very term “Hindu’’.... From a Hindutva
viewpoint, Sikhs are Hindus just as Buddhists, Trib-
als and other Indian religionists are. That precisely Is
what “the unity of all Hindus” means."

Elst concurs with Rajiv Malhotra when, in 2014, he
states, “The Uberoi Foundation may genuinely be charac-
terized as strongly ‘Hindutva.”>c!

Dr. Mihir Meghani is Co-Founder and Chairman of
the Hindu American Foundation. He is one of its larger
supporters, donating $100,000 in 2016 to fund HAF’s
“textbook reform” campaign.®" He also has a decades-
long connection relationship with the RSS.



In 1990, Meghani founded the Hindu Student Council
(HSC), which was sponsored by the VHP. In 1993, for in-
stance, VHP General Secretary Ashok Singhal states,
“The first project we have in mind is strengthening the
Hindu Student Council.”**" According to the VHP-A web-
site, the group has “initiated many projects,” including the
HSC. The website states, “It was started in 1990 as
the youth wing of VHPA.”*™ The VHP website states,
“VHP of America has served as an incubator for many or-
ganizations: Hindu University of America, Hindu Student
Council....”cVi

While in medical school in 1995, Meghani attended the
second Vishwa Sangh Shibir at Vadodara, Gujarat. Ac-
cording to a press release by the HSS,

This Shibir (camp) was conducted on RSS ideology
for NRI workers, who despite being away, are exert-
Ing hard to keep the Hindus united, undertake SEWA
projects, promote Hindutava.... Aptly titled as
“Vishwa Sangh Shibir 957, all its delegates were
from several affiliated organisations of RSS, which
operate abroad as Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, Sewa
International, Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Hindu Stu-
dents Council, Friends of India Society International,
etC.CCV”I



While in India, Meghani also joined an RSS project,
writing, “A delegation of 30 were touring the state of Ma-
harashtra as part of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's
project, Bharat Mera Ghar (‘India is My Home’).” Prais-
Ing RSS projects to reach out to tribal groups, he argues,
“Today, as tribal communities are strengthening their
Identities, there is a need to reaffirm to them that they are
an integral part of Hindu society.”

In 1998, Meghani authored an essay titled, “Hindutva:
The Great Nationalist Ideology.” His essay praises “innu-
merable groups and leaders who made their own distinct
contribution to Hindu society,” including “Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh... Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, and others.” Remarking specifically
upon Hindutva, he writes,

This movement, Hindutva, is changing the very foun-
dations of Bharat and Hindu society the world
over.... Hindutva awakened the Hindus to the new
world order where nations represented the aspirations
of people united in history, culture, philosophy, and
heroes.... The future of Bharat is set. Hindutva is
here to stay. It is up to the Muslims whether they will
be included in the new nationalistic spirit of Bharat.
It is up to the government and the Muslim leadership
whether they wish to increase Hindu furor or work
with the Hindu leadership to show that Muslims and
the government will consider Hindu sentiments.



Dr. Murali Balaji is the Director of Education and
Curriculum Reform for the Hindu American Foundation
and former Chair of the Department of Mass Communica-
tions at Lincoln University. Balaji’s position with HAF
was created in 2013 with funding by the Uberoi Founda-
tion.

Balaji’s primary work with HAF has been to lead the
"textbook reform" campaign. In that capacity, he’s re-
sponsible for articulating the key aspects of HAF’s de-
mands. Chief among these demands is to delink caste
from Hinduism and teach that caste is a social phenome-
non, not a Hindu religious belief, which is comparable to
other social systems found around the world.

In 2017, for instance, Balaji protests, “Hinduism’s crit-
Ics have consistently cherry-picked parts of scripture they
believe uphold their arguments. As such, it strips the idea
of caste of its complexity.” Instead of opposing caste, he
makes the fine distinction of insisting that caste is not hi-
erarchical and that caste discrimination is wrong. Thus,
he writes, “There have been Hindus who have used scrip-
tures to justify a more hierarchical view of caste. But for
every one of them, there are countless more who argue...
that caste discrimination went against the very moral fiber
of Hindu teachings.”

Balaji argues, “The Vedas... idealized a well-function-
Ing society based upon the contributions of four tempera-
ments known as varnas.” Employing the same claims



made In demands for "textbook reform,” he states, “A
complex ordering of society known as the jatis appeared,
and over time they became entwined with the idea of var-
nas. Jatis were social classes based on one’s occupation,
had no connection to any religious texts or scriptures.”
Thus, he insists upon a distinction between jati and varna,
while defending varna and without denouncing jati. Fur-
thermore, he writes, “Varnas were not birth based and
rigid. ... Social mobility occurred far more frequently in
the Vedic period and into the common era than what
many believe.”*

Paramacharya Sadasivanathaswami is Editor-in-
Chief of Hinduism Today magazine and a resident monk
at Kauai’s Hindu Monastery, known as the Himalayan
Academy.

In his writings and activities, he frequently praises or
works with top Hindutva leaders. For instance, he spoke
at the 2014 World Hindu Congress in New Delhi along-
side Amit Shah, Mohan Bhagwat, and Ashok Singhal. At
the congress, he states about the Prime Minister, “Modi is
a competent and intelligent man. Unfortunately, a section
of the Indian foreign media is dismissive of his presence
on the Indian political scene.”*

Rishi Bhutada is Treasurer of the Hindu American
Foundation, a former leader of the Hindu Student Coun-
cil, and a former Director of the VHP-A’s annual Hindu
Heritage Youth Camp. Bhutada comes from a family of
Hindutva activists. His father, Ramesh Bhutada, is the



former National Vice-President of the HSS and a Director
of Sewa International.

In his work with HAF, Bhutada articulates the same
perspective as Balaji regarding “textbook reform.” He
also makes the fine distinction of insisting that caste is not
hierarchical, and that caste discrimination is wrong and
Insists that textbooks must delink caste from Hinduism
and teach that caste is a social phenomenon, not a Hindu
religious belief.

For instance, Bhutada writes, “We at HAF are clear that
caste-based discrimination is wrong and needs to end.
However, we are also clear that caste-based discrimina-
tion is a social evil, cutting across all religions in South
Asia and the South Asian diaspora, and is not sanctioned
In Hindu scripture.” While denouncing textbooks which
teach a connection between caste and Hinduism, he sim-
ultaneously denounces Sikh activists for not taking up his
cause, writing, “The negative conflation of caste with
Hinduism correlates with deleterious outcomes for Hindu
students. Organizations like the Sikh Coalition, which has
done a lot to combat bullying in schools of Sikh children,
would seemingly undercut their own legitimacy by ignor-
Ing these results in order to pursue their own ideological
agenda.”c!

Dr. Saumitra Gokhale is International Coordinator for
the HSS, an Advisor to the ICCS, an Advisor to Sewa In-
ternational.



According to a biography of Gokhale, “He worked as a
pracharak (full-time worker) of RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) for 4+ years in India. Since 1999
onwards, he has been working as a pracharak of HSS
(Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh) in Caribbean countries,
Canada and the United States of America.”*!" Speaking
at Sanatan Dharma Temple in Norwalk, CA in 2016, Go-
khale states, “Sangh activities are happening world-
wide.... For our activities outside of Bharat, the source of
Inspiration remains the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.”CCXiV

Citations

cxxix beroi Foundation for Religious Studies. “Annual Experts Meetings.”
UberoiReligiousStudies.org.

X' Mandair, Arvind Pal Singh. “Between The Frying Pan and The Fire:
Walking Past The Western Concept of Religion & The Hindu Notion of
Dharma.” SikhChic.com. March 15, 2014.

i Singh, Kavneet. “Between Sanatan Sikhs and Khalsa Sikhs: Rebuttal to
- Arvind Pal Mandair’s article in Sikh Chic March 15, 2014.” Global-
SikhStudies.net.

i Singh, Sanjay. “RSS gears up for 3-day youth camp on Ramdev prem-
ises.” The Indian Express. November 24, 2014.

Xt Sharma, Shikha. “22nd International Vedanta Congress: JNU students
up in arms against invitation to Ramdev.” The Indian Express. December
28, 2015.

oxiv “Eyll Text.” Scroll.in.

XV Hofstra University. "Faculty Profile: Balbinder S. Bhogal.” hofstra.edu.
XM Sohrabiji, Sunita. "Reaction to Modi's U.S. Visit: Inspiring, Boost to
Trade Ties.” India West. October 7, 2015.

oxMi Sarkar, Ena. “Khanderao Kand Talks About PM Modi’s CA Visit.” Wom-
enNow TV - YouTube.com. September 5, 2015.



http://sikhchic.com/
http://globalsikhstudies.net/
http://globalsikhstudies.net/
http://youtube.com/

exMit phadnis, Aditi. “Newsmaker: Khanderao Kand.” Business Standard.
August 17, 2015.

Xix Hindu Vivek Kendra. “Hindus celebrate their Heritage in a historic event
- Hindu Sangam.” hvk.org. July 21, 2001.

' Murthy, Venkatesha. “Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh - Varsh Pratipada- Bay
area.” Google Groups - soc.culture.indian. April 8, 1994.

°i Raghunathan, Nimmi. “Blindsided by UC Irvine, DCF Mulls Its Options.”
India Journal. March 9, 2016.

°ii' international Center for Cultural Studies. “About.” ICCSGlobal.org.

cli pallod, Vijay. “Hindu Conference Concludes in India.” Hinduism Today.
January 24, 2006.

°iv Daniyal, Shoaib. “Plagiarism row: How Rajiv Malhotra became the Ayn
Rand of Internet Hindutva.” scroll.in. July 14, 2015.

°v Malhotra, Rajiv. “Baba Ramdev Introduces Rajiv Malhotra to His Ashram
Audience #2.” Rajiv Malhotra Official - YouTube.com. September 26, 2013.
°™ Ramaswamy, Gita. “Yankee Hindutva Strikes.” Outlook. May 23, 2011.
cMi Malhotra, Rajiv. “Nicholson's Untruths.”

cMii Malhotra, Rajiv. @RajivMessage - twitter.com. March 29, 2014.

cix Malhotra, Rajiv. “Sikhism is a sect not a religion: Rajiv Malhotra.” Hindu
Today - YouTube.com. May 10, 2017.

°® Hindu Janajagruti Samiti. “Need to contribute towards establishing the
‘Hindu Rashtra’.” hindujagruti.org.

™ Hindu Janajagruti Samiti. “Foreigners adopting Hindu Dharma explain
supremacy of Hindu Dharma.” hindujagruti.org. May 17, 2016.

cXi | amb, Ramdas. “American Hindus, Narendra Modi, and Diverse Reac-
tions.” patheos.com. August 6, 2014.

Xii Hindu American Foundation. “Hindu American Foundation (HAF) Writ-
ten Statement for the Record.” hafsite.org. April 3, 2014.

kv “Hindu American Foundation Launches #DontEraselndia Campaign.”
palmspringsnewswire.com. April 6, 2016.

@ Thapar, Romila and Michael Witzel. “How Does California Teach about
Hinduism? / A different agenda.” The San Francisco Chronicle. March 6,
2006.

¢ Bajpai, Shiva and Acharya Arumuganathaswami. “Teaching of Hindu-
ism in the California State School System: Evaluation and Recommenda-
tions.” hinduismtoday.com (PDF). June 10, 2016. 10.

chvil 1hid. 8.

ckviit Sundaram, Viji. “Indian Groups Contest California Textbook Content.”
India West. February 16, 2006.



http://hvk.org/
http://scroll.in/
http://youtube.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://youtube.com/
http://hindujagruti.org/
http://hindujagruti.org/
http://patheos.com/
http://hafsite.org/
http://palmspringsnewswire.com/
http://hinduismtoday.com/

ckix HSS. “Subhasitas for the Sangha Shakha: Edited with introduction by
Dr Shrinivas Tilak.” sanskritdocuments.org.

> Tilak, Shrinivas. “Veer Savarkar: Making And Unmaking Of A Hero.”
sulekha.com. July 2010.

chod “Eyll Text.” Scroll.in.

cxi Operoi, Rohan. “Welcome To The BJP (Bharatiya Janata Pustaka-
laya).” Outlook. May 23, 2001.

ckdiii Sokal, Alan. Beyond the Hoax. New York: Oxford University Press.
2008.

v \Wider Association for Vedic Studies. “Four-day International Confer-
ence, ‘WAVES 2016’ Scientific Aspects of Vedic Knowledge.” WAVES
Newsletter - waves-india.com. May 2017.

v Shankman, Steven and Massimo Lollini (eds). Who, Exactly, Is the
Other: Western and Transcultural Perspectives : A Collection of Essays.
Eugene: Oregon Humanities Center. 2002.

chovi Elst, Koenraad. “The Gatherings of the Elders. The Beginnings of a Pa-
gan international.” hinduhumanrights.info. September 10, 2013.

chovii |CCS. “About.”

choviil Fst, “Gatherings.”

chxix Shukla, Aseem. “Theatre of the absurd to deny Modi a US visa.” re-
diff.com. December 30, 2012.

cx Shukla, Aseem. “How Modi's demonisation fueled his rise.” rediff.com.
May 29, 2014.

chood “Eyll Text.” Scroll.in.

choxii Shykla, Aseem. “The HRW Report On Gujarat: Another Assassina-
tion.” sulekha.com. May 2002.

choxiit Shukla, Aseem. “A Gujarati's Road To Rage.” sulekha.com. March
2002.

chooiv Shukla, Aseem. “The violence of conversion.” onfaith.co. March 3,
2010.

choxv Shukla, Aseem. “When Dalit activism is really about annihilation.” India
Abroad. August 30, 2017.

cboxvi | yhar, Monica. “Claremont Lincoln Univ. Inaugurates Sikh Studies
Center.” India West. January 8, 2013.

choxvii Khalsa. “Spiritual Warriors.”

choviit |CCS, “Eastern and Indigenous Perspectives on Sustainability and
Conflict Resolution Conference Information.” ICCSGlobal.org. November
2011.

choxix Advani, L. K. My Country My Life. Kolkata: Rupa & Co. 2008.



http://sanskritdocuments.org/
http://sulekha.com/
http://waves-india.com/
http://hinduhumanrights.info/
http://rediff.com/
http://rediff.com/
http://rediff.com/
http://sulekha.com/
http://sulekha.com/
http://onfaith.co/
http://iccsglobal.org/

¢ Dhawanl, Himanshi. “Why Hindutva’s foreign-born cheerleaders are so
popular.” The Times of India. April 11, 2017.

oxci Elst, Koenraad. “Savarkar and Modi, beginning and end of Hindutva.”
hinduhistory.info. June 1, 2015.

oxcii Elst, Koenraad. “What about Hindu nationalism?” worldhindunews.com.
October 1, 2017.

oxciil Elst. “Savarkar.”

v Sharan, Ishwar (ed.). The Myth of Saint Thomas and the Mylapore
Shiva Temple. 1991. New Delhi: Voice of India. 2010. 105.

v Elst, Koenraad. “A diversity of ‘White saviors’.” koenraadelst.blog-
spot.in. February 21, 2017.

oxevi Sharan. Myth. 104,

oxevil Elst, Koenraad. “Guru Nanak was a Hindu.” koenraadelst.blogspot.in.
July 2, 2010.

cxeviil E|st, Koenraad. “The case of Christopher Wallis, the Tantrik.” koenraa-
delst.blogspot.in. August 28, 2015.

oxeix Elst, Koenraad. “Guru Tegh Bahadur's martyrdom.” koenraadelst.blog-
spot.in. December 2, 2011.

¢ Elst, Koenraad. “No more Kushwant Singh.” koenraadelst.blogspot.in.
March 21, 2014.

¢l Elst, Koenraad. “God in India.” koenraadelst.blogspot.in. August 1, 2013.
ccil Elst. “Savarkar.”

ccii Elst, Koenraad. “Learning from the Rajiv Malhotra affair.” koenraa-
delst.blogspot.in. July 23, 2015.

ccv “Dr Meghani donates $100,000 to HAF.” India Post. December 27,
2016.

¢ Agrawal, Dinesh. “Vision-2000: Interview with Ashok Singhal.” Google
Groups - soc.culture.indian. September 8, 1993.

cevi Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America. “Seva Projects.” vhp-america.org.
cevit \VVishwa Hindu Parishad. “VHP has multi-dimensional activities abroad
and in Bharat.” vhp.org.

cvii Desai, Gaurang. “Vishwa Sangh Shibir 1995 at Kayavarohan, Vado-
dara, Gujarat.” Google Groups - soc.culture.indian.marathi. January 17,
1996.

ccix Balaji, Murali. “Hindutva: The Great Nationalist Ideology.” bjp.org.

¢ Balaji, Murali. “Why caste is so complex, and how students can better
learn about it.” hafsite.org. September 20, 2017.

ceXi NEED ***

cxii Bhutada, Rishi. “Yes, Saying Caste is Linked to Hinduism Leads to Bul-
lying of Hindu Students.” hafsite.org. July 12, 2016.



http://hinduhistory.info/
http://worldhindunews.com/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://koenraadelst.blogspot.in/
http://vhp-america.org/
http://hafsite.org/
http://hafsite.org/

cxiil Path to Anandam. “International Gita Conference: Speaker biog-
raphies.” pathtoanandam.org. July 2015.

cxiv Gokhale, Saumitra. “Saumitra Gokhale on Growing RSS and HSS work
all over the world.” BharatiyaVicharManch - YouTube.com. May 7, 2016.



http://pathtoanandam.org/
http://youtube.com/

4. UF Grants

According to the most recent publicly available tax re-
turns for the Foundation, it ended Fiscal Year 2015 with
$7,418,000 in assets. Since its inception, the Foundation’s
primary expenditures are in the form of grants. From 2010
to 2012, the Foundation annually spent $200,000 or more,
primarily on grants. Although no details are publicly
available for 2016-2017, detailed expenditures are availa-
ble for 2013 to 2015:

« 2015: $286,000
« 2014: $212,478
« 2013: $197,500

The longest-running and single largest grants are to the
University of Massachusetts - Dartmouth (UMD) Founda-
tion. It was the first institution to receive a grant from the
Foundation and the only grant recipient which has re-
ceived grants every single year since the Foundation be-
gan making grants in 2009. Since 2011, it has received a
total of $205,000 (according to figures gathered from a
combination of tax returns and news reports), all but
$10,000 of which is earmarked for “teacher training.”

Between 2013 and 2015, the largest total grant amount
was to the Institute of Advanced Sciences (IAS), the sec-
ond largest total amount was to the Himalayan Academy
(HA), and the third largest total amount was to the Hindu



American Foundation (HAF). Most of these grants are
earmarked for “textbook reform’ and “teacher training.”
Separate sections on these projects will follow.

Funding of the Jain & Sikh Professorship at LMU and
Centers for Jain and Sikh Studies at Claremont Lincoln
University in Southern California (which no longer ap-
pears to exist) are additional significant expenditures.

Available specifics regarding the size, date, and pur-
pose of grants to recurring recipients are listed below:

California State University Long Beach Foundation

(Key Participant: Shiva Bajpali)

« 2015. $20,000. TeachlIndia! Project at CSU Long Beach
and CSU Northridge.

« 2014. $11,000. Teachlndia! Project.

« 2013. $22,000. TeachlIndia! Project.

« 2012. Amount unknown. Teachlndia! Project.

Total: $53,000

Hindu American Foundation (Key Participant: Murali

Bajpai)

« 2015. $30,000. Sponsorship of HAF’s Director of Edu-
cation and Curriculum Reform position, which is filled
by Dr. Murali Balaji.

« 2014. $35,000. Director of Education and Curriculum
Reform position.

« 2013. $30,000. Director of Education and Curriculum
Reform position.



« 2012. Amount unknown. Dharma Education Outreach
Efforts.
Total: $95,000

Himalayan Academy (Key Participants: Arumuga-
nathaswami & Bajpai)

« 2015. $15,000. California Textbook Reform Project.
« 2015. $15,000. Documentary on “Hindu India.”

« 2015. $11,000. Teachlndia! Project.

« 2014. $28,000. California Textbook Reform Project.
« 2014. $20,000. Documentary on “Hindu India.”

« 2013. $3,000. California Textbook Reform Project.
« 2013. $25,000. Documentary on “Hindu India.”
Total: $117,000

Hindu University of America (Key Participant: Ab-

hinav Dwivedi)

« 2015. $10,000. “Teachers Empowerment on Hindu
Dharma” - Teacher Training Program.

« 2014. $10,000. Teacher Training Program.

« 2012. Amount unknown. Hindu Perspective of Ageing,
Death, Dying, and Euthanasia.

Total: $20,000

Institute of Advanced Sciences (Key Participant: Bal
Ram Singh)

« 2015. $25,000. Teacher Training in USA.

« 2015. $45,000. Teacher Training in India.



« 2014. $40,000. Teacher Training in India.

« 2014. $9,978. “Vedic Tradition Program” - Teacher
Training Program.

Total: $119,978

Loyola Marymount University (Key Participants:
Nirinjan Khalsa & Chris Chapple)

« 2015. $35,000. Establishment of Sikh and Jain Studies
Professorship.

2015. $15,000. Summer School for Jain Studies.

2015. $7,500. Yoga Studies Program.

2014. $17,500. Master’s of Arts in Yoga Studies.
2013. $10,000. Master’s of Arts in Yoga Studies.
Total: $85,000

University of Massachusetts - Dartmouth (Key Partici-

pants: Bal Ram Singh & Rajiv Malhotra)
« 2013. $65,000. Teacher training in Dharmic Traditions.

« 2013. $10,000. Study of Indigenous Social-Economic
Institutions of the Vedic Tradition.

« 2012. $30,000. Teacher training in Dharmic Traditions.

« 2012. Amount unknown. Study of Vedic Traditions.

« 2012. Amount unknown. Books by Malhotra.

« 2011. $100,000. Teacher training in Dharmic Tradi-
tions.

« 2011. Amount unknown. Books by Malhotra.

« 2011. Amount unknown. Science and Vedanta Sympo-
sium.



« 2010. Amount unknown. Teacher training in Dharmic
Traditions.
Total: $205,000

University of Michigan (Key Participant: Dr. Arvind-

Pal Mandair)

« 2015. $5,000. Punjabi Translations of Mandair books.

« 2014. $4,000. Creation of Indian Religions Encyclope-
dia.

« 2014. $18,000. Teaching Sikhism Workshop.

« 2012. Amount unknown. 7-Day Sikh Seminar.

« 2011. Amount unknown. Teaching Sikhism Workshop

Total: $27,000

Southern CA School of Theology (Key Participants:

Rita Sherma & Veena Howard)

« 2014. $15,000. Creation of Center for Jain and Sikh
Studies.

« 2013. $10,000. Ahimsa High School Teachers Program
in India.

« 2012. Amount Unknown. Dharma Studies Publishing
Project



9. UF Teacher Training Program

The Uberoi Foundation’s “Teacher Training Program” is
Its flagship project. It received grant funding in 2010
when Dr. Bal Ram Singh, working out of UMass Dart-
mouth, was approved to lead a project for “High School
Teacher Training in Dharmic Traditions.” According to
reports by the Foundation:

The Uberoi Foundation sponsored a pilot program
held at the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth
campus, during the summers of 2009 and 2010. The
Intended audience for the program was high school
teachers, and the objective was to broaden the teach-
ers’ views of India as a country and, in particular, of
the Dharmic traditions of Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikh-
Ism, and Jainism.*“V

Since 2010, the Teacher Training Program is the only
project which has always received annual funding. Enti-
ties which receive funding for the program include:

« UMass Dartmouth (at least $205,000 from 2010-2015)
IAS ($119,978 from 2014-2015)

CSU Long Beach Foundation (at least $53,000 from
2012-2015)

Hindu University ($20,000 from 2014-2015)

Southern CA School of Theology ($10,000 in 2013)



Figures who are closely associated with the Foundation
and who lead the programs which are receiving funding
include Dr. Bal Ram Singh, Shiva Bajpai, Abhinav
Dwivedi, and Sulekh Jain.

The first three are intimately linked with Hindutva ide-
ology. Singh’s IAS regularly hosts the VVedanta Congress,
at which top RSS leaders are keynote speakers. Bajpai has
worked for “textbook reform,” including demanding revi-
sionist accounts of caste which deny it is based on birth.
Dwivedi is Advisor for Fundraising for HEF, which fo-
cuses on “textbook reform” and is a project of the HSS.

In 2012, The Standard-Times reported on UMass Dart-
mouth’s Teacher Training Program, which received
$30,000 in 2012. According to reports, “Teachers have
become gurus of Indian culture by learning to sidestep
myths and controversy at an intense five-day training pro-
gram hosted by the Center for Indic Studies at UMass
Dartmouth. The week-long program immersed teachers
from nearby high schools in 12 hours a day of Indian reli-
gion, culture, and history.”

Both Ved Nanda and Katharine Nanda commented on
the event. “We’re just trying to correct the misconcep-
tions,” says Ved. “Within the next year or two, it’s in the
works to move it past this campus,” says Katharine.c

Since then, Bal Ram Singh has developed the program,
which is now formally hosted at Bridgewater State Uni-
versity (about 30 miles north of UMass Dartmouth). His



program website, “Perspectives on Teaching India for the
K-12 Classroom’ describes the program. One of the most
Interesting aspects is that teachers are paid to participate.

The Perspectives workshop is a five-day funded and
credited professional development experience for K-
12 teachers whose curriculum requires them to teach
subject matter related to India in their classroom.

The workshop has existed in one form or another
since 2010.... The workshop has trained upwards of
100 teachers.... Teachers receive on-campus full
board and meals at Bridgewater State University,
transportation cost reimbursement from the work-
shop, and a $500 professional development sti-
pend.CCXVii

In 2016 (possibly earlier), the Foundation expanded its
program to include a 3-week sponsored trip to India. Ac-
cording to reports by the IAS, “The Uberoi Foundation
Fellowship program for teachers is being expanded into
Uberoi Teacher Training India program to provide a natu-
ral and real immersive experience to teachers.”**V The
program included training sessions at Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Dev Sanskriti University, and Guru Nanak
Dev University.
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6.UF Texthook Reform Program

The Uberoi Foundation’s involvement in campaigns for
“Textbook Reform™ began in 2013 (possibly earlier) with
Its funding of a project led by Acharya Arumuga-
nathaswami for “Review of California School Textbook
Framework for Bias[ed] Treatment of Hinduism.” Ac-
cording to reports by the Foundation:

The project seeks to engage in the State Revision of
(the curricular) Framework for grades K-12 Revision
Process.... The project, under the direction of Shiva
Bajpali, will take up work on the proposed Frame-
work revision and make recommendations through
proper channels. Dr. Bajpal will coordinate with
Khanderao Kand and the Hindu American Founda-
tion to generate both public and scholarly support for
the project’s campaign to right the wrongs and intro-
duce substantive changes on Hinduism especially, but
also on Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism in the text-
books on World Civilizations.®*

The Hindutva links of Bajpai, Kand (who led the 2015
San Jose, CA event hosting Modi), and the founders of
the HAF are well-established. Since 2013, funding for the
“Textbook Reform Program™ has continued and ex-
panded. Entities which receive funding for this program
include:



 Himalayan Academy ($36,000 from 2013-2015)
« Hindu American Foundation ($95,000 from 2013-2015)

Understanding what the Uberoi Foundation interprets as
“biased treatment of Hinduism™ or “righting the wrongs”
requires a brief analysis of some of the core framework
and textbook edits which the Uberoi Foundation sug-
gested. Suggestions for framework edits were submitted
by Arumuganathaswami and Bajpai in November
2014.°“* Additional suggestions for textbook edits were
submitted in March 2016.“*' Following are a representa-
tive selection of highlights (struck-out words indicate
phrases which were not just altered but rather simply de-
leted from original):

e Framework - Inclusion of mythical “Saraswati”
river/society. Original sentences read: “The earliest ur-
ban civilization, known as Harappan civilization after
one of its cities, was centered in the Indus River valley,
though its cultural style spread widely from present-day
Afghanistan to west central India. The Indus River and
Its tributaries flow from the Himalaya mountains....

The Indus River and its tributaries flow from the Hima-
laya mountains.... The valley soil was not only rich but
extended over about 250,000 square miles. ” Edited
sentences read: “The earliest urban civilization is
known as Harappan, after the first city excavated at the



site. The Harappan civilization was present in the Indus
and Sarasvati River valleys. Its cultural style spread
from the Himalayas in the north to the Indus and Saras-
wati deltas in the south.... Both the Indus River and the
Sarasvati originate in the Himalaya mountains. ... The
Indus-Sarasvati valley soil was not only rich but ex-
tended over about 285,000 square miles.”

Framework - Inclusion of mythical “Saraswati”
river/society and inclusion of mention of yoga being
“discovered” In ancient artifacts. Original sentences
read: “In the Indus River region....” Edited sentences
read: “In the Indus and Sarasvati River region.... Arti-
facts include... seals [which] have writing on them
which remains undeciphered and show deities, ceremo-
nies, symbols and sacred plants and trees related to
Hindu practices. One seal shows a meditating figure
seated in a yoga posture that most scholars link to God
Shiva.”

Framework - Inclusion of “Aryans” as “noble ones”
and inclusion of mythical “Saraswati” river/society
with Rig Veda used as historical evidence. Original
sentence read: “In this period, a group known histori-
cally as Indo-Aryans (also Aryans) came to control
much of India. ” Edited sentences read: “The people
who composed the Rig Veda in Sanskrit were called Ar-
yans (‘noble ones’). They lived in the ‘Land of the



Seven Rivers,” which corresponds to the Harappan/In-
dus-Sarasvati region. The Rig describes the Sarasvati
as ‘the most mighty of rivers’ flowing from the Himala-
yas to the ocean. Therefore the Rig had to be composed
before 2000 BCE, by which time the river had dried

up.

Framework - Denial of the existence of “Brahman-
ism” and inclusion of the idea that Brahmanical
practices were accepted by ancient society. Original
sentences read: “In this era, Brahmanism emerged as a
belief system that combined Indo-Aryan beliefs with
those of older populations. Brahmins, that is, priestly
families who claimed Indo-Aryan ancestry, assumed
authority over complex devotional rituals. The branmin
class expounded the idea of the oneness of all living
things and of Brahman as the divine principle of be-
ing.” Edited sentences read: “By 600 BCE the social,
religious, and philosophical ideas and practices central
to early Hinduism are fully evident and in continuity
with the Harappan culture and the teachings and cere-
monial worship of the Vedas. Nineteenth-century histo-
rians spoke of a priest-dominated religion at this time
called Brahmanism, but this concept has been dis-
carded.... Brahman, the Supreme God, is defined in
scripture as immanent (present throughout the world)
and transcendent (beyond it as well).”



* Framework - Removal of mention of caste as hierar-
chical, inclusion of the idea that caste is not based on
birth, and justification of caste as providing “stabil-
ity.” Original sentences read: “The main social catego-
ries, known as varnas, were priests; warriors; farmers,
artisans, and merchants; dependent laborers; and, by
500 CE or earlier, dalits, or ‘untouchables.’ This class
system became distinctive over the centuries for being
especially complex and formal, involving numerous
prohibitions that kept groups ritually separated from
one another. Because these divisions became particu-
larly rigid, scholars have classified the hierarchy as a
caste system.” Edited sentences read: “This system, of-
ten termed caste, provided remarkable stability to soci-
ety and noteworthy identity to each community. The Ve-
das also describe four main social categories, known as
varnas, namely: Brahmins (priests); Kshatriyas (kings
and warriors); Vaishyas (merchants, artisans and farm-
ers) and Sudras (peasants and laborers). A person be-
longed to a particular varna by his professional excel-
lence and his good conduct, not by birth itself. In addi-
tion, by 500 CE or earlier, there existed certain com-
munities outside this system, the ‘Untouchables.’” In
explanation for erasing the word “Dalit,” the Uberoi
Foundation writes (underlining added), “We have de-
leted the 20th-century political term dalit, which en-
compasses a much larger group in which true Untouch-
ables are a small minority. Dalit is not a term from



Sanskrit, nor from Hindu social history but a contempo-
rary political construct to gain leverage mostly in elec-
tions and for economic concessions. ”

Framework - Removal of ideas of “compassion” and
moral prohibitions in description of Buddhism.
Original sentence read: “Buddhism’s fundamental

Ideas: unselfishness; compassion-for suffering; toler-

ance;-and the prohibtion-of kithng, lying, stealing, and
gossiping. ” Edited sentence reads: “/Buddha’s] funda-

mental ideas: suffering, compassion and mindfulness.”

Textbook - Removal of mention of Dravidian lan-
guages, including Tamil and Telugu, and inclusion
of mythical “Saraswati” society. Original sentences
read: “The early Indic speakers were most likely animal
herders. They may have arrived in India in scattered
bands, later intermarrying with populations perhaps
ancestral to those who speak Dravidian languages,
such as Tamil and Telugu in southern India and Sri
Lanka today. ” Edited sentences read: “The early Indic
speakers were most likely animal herders. They may
have arrived in India in scattered bands, later inter-
marrying with the local populations. Historically, there
was a significant dispersion of Harappan-Saraswati so-
ciety from 1900 bc onward.”



* Textbook - Deletion of mention of caste as hierar-
chical or associated with purity. Original sentence
read: “Success or failure at existing in harmony with
dharma determines how many times an individual
might be subject to reincarnation, or repeated death

and rebirth at elieher—lewepepmysreppe%e#&e#merai
and ritual purity. ”

o Textbook - Removal of mention of “Untouchables,”
removal of association of Untouchability with caste,
Inclusion of the idea that Untouchability is caused
by social and economic disadvantages rather than
religious beliefs, and inclusion of the idea that Un-
touchability is no longer an issue. Original sentence
reads: “In addition, by 500 CE or earlier, there existed
certain communities outside the jati system, the “Un-
touchables, ” who did the most unclean work, such as
cremation, disposal of dead animals, and sanitation.”
Edited sentences read: “In addition, by 500 bc or ear-
lier, there existed certain socially and economically dis-
advantaged communities who did the most dirty work,
such as cremation, disposal of dead animals, and sani-
tation. These communities were considered unclean be-
cause of their occupation. In the present day, their situ-
ation has changed both legally and socially, as it has
for similarly disadvantaged communities in the West.”



e Textbook - Deletion of mention of caste as hierar-
chical or associated with purity. Original sentence

read: “Relations-between-classes-came-to-be-expressed
:  ritual pur : ity_hig | I

e Textbook - Deletion of mention of caste as fixed.
Original sentence read: “Overthe-centuries-the-lndian

social-structure-became more rigid

e Textbook - Inclusion of mention of caste as not origi-
nally hierarchical, inclusion of the idea that hierar-
chical castes were created by the British, and inclu-
sion of idea that Bhagats such as Kabir did not op-
pose caste. Added sentences read: “Bhakti saints in the
14th and 15th centuries, such as Ramananda , Kabir
and Chokhamela (of a low jati) did not directly oppose
the jati system, but preached that one’s jati is no bar-
rier to the worship of God. Organized efforts to reform
the system only began in the 19th century. Oddly
enough, those efforts came about as a result of British
attempts to take a census counting the number of people
In each jati, as well as to rank the jatis according to
relative social status. This effort changed a system that
was loose and fluid into one that was fixed and hierar-
chical. It also turned what was a community level or-
ganization into political blocks vying for influence.”



e Textbook - Removal of reference to Guru Nanak’s
opposition to Brahmanism or caste and inclusion of
the idea that he opposed the Mughals (rather than
the caste system). Original sentence reads: “Sikhism
was founded by Guru Nanak, a social reformer who
challenged the authority of the Brahmins and the caste
order. ” Edited sentence reads: “Sikhism was founded
by Guru Nanak, a social reformer who stressed the per-
sonal worship of God, the equality of all people and
challenged the power of the Mughal empire.”

These edits were the result of the Uberoi Foundation's
grants to the Himalayan Academy. While the Academy
took a more academic route, the Hindu American Founda-
tion used its grants to take a more activist route.

According to HAF, “Ensuring a fair and accurate repre-
sentation of Hinduism is school textbooks and university
classrooms is one arm of HAF’s advocacy in aca-
demia.”***" HAF’s most successful and extensive cam-
paign for “textbook reform” was in California, although it
also conducted semi-successful campaigns in Texas and
Virginia.

During the curriculum revision process in California,
HAF and the Uberoi Foundation both separately submit-
ted virtually identical suggested edits. What neither re-
vealed was that the Uberoi Foundation was funding
HAF’s “textbook reform’ campaign. According to an
opinion in The Indian Express, “The Hindu American



Foundation (HAF) funded its full-time post for Director
of Education and Curriculum Reform in 2013, and its 20-
state curriculum reform campaign in 2014 using Uberol
FundS.”CCXXiii

A few core aspects of the edits suggested by HAF in-
clude: 1) that “Teachers should make clear to students
that this was a social and cultural structure, rather than a
foundational religious belief’; 2) that “A person belonged
to a particular varna by his professional excellence and
his good conduct, not by birth itself”; and 3) “removing
the common graphical misrepresentation of the ‘caste sys-
tem’ as a pyramidal hierarchy.”***"V

In their June 2016 report, “Teaching of Hinduism in the
California State School System,” Bajpai and Arumuga-
nathaswami explain some of the reasons behind their sug-
gested edits. In particular, they protest, “Key aspects of
Hindu theology — karma, dharma, reincarnation, moksha
— are made out to support caste, which is presented as an
evil system imposed by priests that is without redeeming
qualities.” They also insist on a distinction between
“varna” and “jati [caste]” as well as insisting that varna
was assigned by nature rather than birth, writing, “These
two systems are only loosely related to each other.... Ac-
cording to scripture, a person belonged to a certain varna
according to his nature, whereas jati was entirely a matter
of family lineage.” Furthermore, along with arguing that
caste is distinct from varna, they assert the “positive” as-
pects of caste, stating,



Caste (more correctly, jati) is always presented as en-
tirely negative, with the focus on the bottom of the
system, the untouchables, a tiny minority community
through historical times, who did the most unclean
work in urban life. In every society some people are
at the bottom of the economic scale. The caste system
actually offered at least some advantages over other
social structures of the time.**"

These and other edits were vigorously opposed by an
Interfaith and inter-caste coalition called South Asian His-
tories For All (SAHFA), which included activists and aca-
demics from Buddhist, Christian, Dalit, Hindu, Muslim,
Ravidassia, and Sikh communities. As explained in a July
2016 article by four SAHFA representatives —
Thenmozhi Soundararajan, Anasuya Sengupta, Harjit
Kaur, and Umar Malick — the erasure of the true origins
of Sikhi was central to proposed edits.

The Hindu American Foundation, the Uberoi Foun-
dation and the Hindu Education Foundation all
sought to erase Sikhism’s historical defiance of Brah-
min authority and the religion’s foundational re-
sistance to the caste system.c*V

An article in The Caravan magazine exposes the collab-
orative nature of the demands for “textbook reform.”



Linking the Uberoi Foundation, HEF, and HAF — all of
which share leadership or funding sources — Caravan ed-
itor Aria Thaker writes,

HAF, HEF, and the Uberoi Foundation all requested
the removal of a sentence that contextualized caste as
a social-science term for a ‘particularly unbending
social structure, for example, slave-holding society in
the American south before the Civil War.” These
same groups also took issue with a description of
how the founder of Sikhism, the guru Nanak, “chal-
lenged the authority of the Brahmins and the caste or-
der.” All three groups proposed similar edits, swap-
ping the phrase for more generic lines that did not
reference caste or Brahminical authority .oV

Dalit-American activist Thenmozhi Soundarajan identi-
fies both Hindutva, the Uberoi Foundation, and several of
the Foundation’s closest affiliates to the demands for
“textbook reform.” She also identifies the demands as a
call for revisionist history. In 2016, she writes,

California’s textbooks are once again an ideological
battleground. Ground zero is the State Board of Edu-
cation in Sacramento, where the nation’s leading con-
servative Hindu groups are hell-bent on rewriting his-
tory. This embittered alliance, led by the Hindu
American Foundation (HAF), and including the
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Hindu Education Foundation (HEF), Uberoi Founda-
tion (UF) and Dharma Civilization Foundation
(DCF), are conspiring to weave ideological agendas
Into the state’s history and social science frame-
WOrkS.CCXXV“i

In the June 2016 report by Bajpal and Arumuga-
nathaswami, which they describe as “A Research Project
Commissioned and Funded by: The Uberoi Foundation,”
the authors flatly deny Soundarjan’s conclusion that their
suggested edits are intended to “weave ideological agen-
das into the state’s history and social science frame-
works.” Writing in protest, they state,

During this contentious period, any Hindu or Hindu
organization objecting to the textbooks was labeled a
“Hindu nationalist," “Hindu fundamentalist” or advo-
cate of “Hindutva” by a coalition of academics and
activists who were purportedly defending the rights
of India’s minorities.... The edits... requested by
Hindus were challenged, amid baseless accusations
of ‘Hindu fundamentalism.’

However, as demonstrated, campaigns for “Textbook
Reform” by the Hindu American Foundation and the
Himalayan Academy were funded by the Uberoi Founda-
tion. The chairman of the Uberoi Foundation is Ved
Nanda, who simultaneously serves as Director of the
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Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh. The Hindu Education Foun-
dation is a subsidiary project of the HSS.

Nanda co-founded the HSS, in conjunction with the
brother of form RSS Sarsanghchalak Sudarashan, after
his initial membership with the RSS, ABVP, and VHP.
As the HSS itself states, “Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh...
owes Its inspiration to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.”*“** In 2015, The Times of India describes HSS as
“the overseas wing of the Hindu nationalist Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).”**! Furthermore, in 2016,
HSS Joint International Coordinator Ravi Kumar states,
“Our soul Is connected with the RSS. We take inspiration
from it. The RSS is our role model. We seek its guidance
on crucial issues.”cox!

Despite this unbroken and direct trail by which the
Uberoi Foundation can be traced back to the RSS, Bajpal
and Arumuganathaswami use their Uberoi-funded plat-
form to Insist it Is an outrageous, “baseless accusation” to
link demands for “Textbook Reform” to Hindutva.
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1. UF Affiliated Organizations

1. Dharma Civilization Foundation (DCF). Founded in
2012.

The India Journal describes the DCF as “mostly a brain-
child of Dr. Manohar Shinde, who has been on the teach-
ing faculty of UCLA’s medical school and Shiva Bajpal
who was faculty at Cal State Northridge.”coil

The DCF claims its “spiritual patron” Is Swami Daya-
nanda Saraswati (1930-2015). The swami is described as
“Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s spiritual guru.”c®V |n
1964, he wrote the VHP’s draft constitution. VHP Inter-
national Joint General Secretary Surendra Jain states,
“Swami (Dayananda) Saraswati is our inspiration.” When
he died in 2015, his cremation was attended Ashok
Singhal, Mohan Bhagwat, and BJP National General Sec-
retary Ram Madhav.““**

According to the DCF website, “Swami Dayananda
Saraswati, from the very first moment, has been very en-
thusiastic about the initiatives being taken by Dharma
Civilization Foundation. He has taken a keen interest in
the Foundation’s activities and has guided DCF.” In its
tribute to the Swami, posted upon his death, the DCF
states, “Swami Dayananda Saraswati was a great vision-
ary and global leader.”c*Vi

UF “experts” associated with DCF include:

e Dr. Manohar Shinde (Board of Governors)



e Dr. Rita Sherma (Donor)
e Dr. Shiva Bajpai (Board of Trustees)
e Dr. Yashwant Pathak (Board of Trustees)

2. Himalayan Academy (HA). Also known as Kauai’s
Hindu Monastery. Founded in 1970.
Sivaya Subramuniyaswami, born Robert Hansen (1927-
2001), founded the HA. The HA is used synonymously
with Kauai’s Hindu Monastery and oversees the quarterly
publication of Hinduism Today magazine.

The HA receives grants from UF. UF “experts” associ-
ated with HA include:

» Acharya Arumuganathaswami (resident monk)
» Paramacharya Sadasivanathaswami (resident monk)

3. Hindu American Foundation (HAF). Founded in
2003.
The HAF was founded by (among others) Mihir Meghani,
Aseem Shukla, and his wife, Suhag Shukla. The HAF is
one of the key participants in the “textbook reform" cam-
paign in California, tracing back to 2005.

The HAF receives grants from UF. UF “experts” asso-
ciated with HA include:

« Aseem Shukla (Co-Founder)
« Samir Kalra (Senior Director)
« Mihir Meghani (Co-Founder, Chairman)



« Murali Balaji (Director of Education and Curriculum
Reform)
 Rishi Bhutada (Treasurer)

4. Hindu Education Foundation (HEF). Founded iIn
2004.

As reported on the HSS website, the “Hindu Education
Foundation [is a program] of Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh
USA.” According to HEF literature,

Although Hindu presence and influence is visible,
misconceptions about India in general and about Hin-
duism and Hindus in particular prevail among the
general public as well as in academic settings. Hindu
Education Foundation, an educational project of
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, strives to replace these
various misconceptions with a correct representation
of India and Hinduism. eVl

As phrased by a 2006 Christian Science Monitor arti-
cle, “The Hindu Education Foundation (HEF), was
founded in 2004 by a branch of the right-wing Indian
group the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Vil The
HEF is one of the key participants in the “textbook re-
form™ campaign in California, tracing back to 2005.

UF “experts” associated with HEF include:

 Abhinav Dwivedi (Advisor)



Khanderao Kand (Coordinator)
Shrinivas Tilak (Coordinator)
Yashwant Pathak (Advisor)
Ved Nanda (Advisor)

5. Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA (HSS). Founded in
1989.
The HSS is the overseas branch of the RSS. As reported
In The Times of India, the “USA is one of 39 countries
where HSS runs shakhas.” RSS leader Ramesh Subrama-
niam states, “We don't call it Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh overseas. It's not on Indian soil so we can’t use the
word Rashtriya. We call it Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh as
it unites Hindus worldwide.”cix

UF “experts” associated with HSS include:

« Khanderao Kand (National Public Relations Coordina-
tor)

« Manohar Shinde (Director)

« Radheyshyam Dwivedi (former Secretary)

« Saumitra Gokhale (International Coordinator)

« Ved Nanda (Sanghchalak)

6. Hindu University of America (HUA). Founded in
1989.

The HUA describes itself as providing “a unigue aca-
demic environment to explore the many aspects encom-
passing human existence, derived from the system of



knowledge and practices popularly known as Sanatan
Dharma.”

The university shares its definition of “Hindu” with
Hindutva ideologues, stating, “The word ‘Hindu’ in the
name of this university is used with a broad connotation,
identifying all people who adhere to the traditions of
Bharat (i.e. India), no matter where in the world they re-
side.” Additionally, it identifies religions such as Sikhism
as “Hindu,” stating, “HUA does not promote any one
Hindu perspective, but rather strives to present all that is
authentically available to study under broad terms such as
Hindu, Vedic, Sanatana, Saivism, Vaisnaivism,
Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, etc.”e*!

The VHPA website, which cites HUA as one of its ac-
complishments, reports, “1985 - Hindu University of
America project announced.”*™!" Furthermore, Scroll de-
scribes HUA as “the educational wing of the VHPA,” not-
Ing, “It offers courses and degrees in Hinduism, Hindu
philosophy, yoga, meditation, Sanskrit and Vedic astrol-
ogy.... The Vivek Welfare Educational Foundation, a
Sangh-affiliate, donated $4.2 million to the university
from 2002 to 2008.”cX!1

The HUA receives grants from UF. UF “experts” asso-
ciated with HEF include:

e Abhinav Dwivedi
e Subhash Kak
e Yashwant Pathak



7. Hinduism Today (HT) magazine. Founded in 1979.
A subsidiary of the HA, HT magazine is published quar-
terly from Kauai. HT describes itself as “a nonprofit edu-
cational activity of Himalayan Academy” and states as
some of its goals “to foster Hindu solidarity,” “to dispel
myths, illusions and misinformation about Hinduism,”
and “to protect, preserve and promote the sacred Vedas
and the Hindu religion.” ¢!t

David Frawley, an American Hindu author and astrolo-
ger, praises HT for converting people to Hinduism while
simultaneously linking the magazine to Hindutva groups
like the VHP. Frawley writes, “The number of westerners
formally becoming Hindus is slowly increasing through
the efforts of organisations like Hinduism Today, Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Arya Sama;j.”*>"

The Hindutva ideology of HT is particularly apparent
through its annual “Hindu Renaissance Award,” which se-
lects a “Hindu of the Year.” According to HT, “The
Hindu of the Year Award is intended to honor one emi-
nent religious leader who has most impacted the faith and
spread its values, compassion and profundity across the
globe.”*™" Some recipients include:

« 1992. Swami Chinmayananda (1916-1993). He was the
co-founder of the VHP.



« 1996. Satya Sai Baba (1926-2011). He led an ashram
and was a conjurer. On his death, Mohan Bhagwat and
Suresh Joshi issued a joint tribute to Sai Baba, stating,
“Revered Baba had a special affection for the cause of
Hindu unity and reform and always showered his choic-
est blessings on the activists of the RSS and VHP en-
gaged in that mission.”*>V

« 2007. Balagangadharanath Swamiji (1945-2013). He
was a religious leader. On his death, the RSS issued its
condolences. As reported by RSS outlet Samvada, ““Sri
Swamiji was closely associated with RSS,

VHP since few decades. Swamiji also was guiding as
Mahaposhak of Hindu Seva Prathisthan, a premier Seva
organisation initiated by Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.”ccxlvii

« 2010. P. Parameswaran. He is a politician, activist, and
author. According to The Times of India, he “is consid-
ered to be the senior-most Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh pracharak in Kerala and is the organization’s
principal ideologues.”* Upon receiving the Hindu
Renaissance Award, Parameswaran stated, “Selecting
me for the coveted award is not a recognition of my ser-
vices, but of the organizations such as Bharatheeya
Vichara Kendram, Vivekananda Kendra, and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. It is a beacon of the ac-
ceptance of Sanathana Dharma as a perpetual solution



to the problems the humanity Is facing today by the
Western world.” X!

« 2014. Narendra Modi. He is the Prime Minister of In-
dia. On awarding him, HT reports, “Modi became a
full-time pracharak for the RSS and rose through the or-
ganization’s leadership” and notes “his impact has been
particularly notable on the youth, who came out in
droves to elect him.” The magazine quotes VHPA Pres-
ident Dr. Abhaya Asthana, who states, “Hindus the
world over are thrilled that there is a person at the helm
of the government in India who is guided by dharma.”

UF “experts” associated with HT include:

« Acharya Arumuganathaswami
« Paramacharya Sadasivanathaswami

8. Institute of Advanced Sciences (I1AS).
The 1AS exists to “explore fundamental as well as applied
sciences in all the disciplines related to health, agriculture,
environment, and human behavior.”*® In practice, it is
heavily involved in sponsoring pseudo-scientific events
such as the International Congress of VVedanta.

The 1AS receives grants from UF. UF “experts’ associ-
ated with IAS include:

« Bal Ram Singh



9. International Center for Cultural Studies (ICCS).
UF “experts” associated with ICCS include:

« Radheysham Dwivedi
« Saumitra Gokhale
* Yashwant Pathak

10. Infinity Foundation (IF).
UF “experts” associated with ICCS include:

 Arvind Sharma
 Rajiv Malhotra

11. Sewa International (SI).
UF “experts” associated with Sl include:

e Manohar Shinde

« Radheysham Dwivedi
e Saumitra Gokhale

* Yashwant Pathak

12. World Association for Vedic Studies (WAVEYS).
UF “experts” associated with Sl include:

« Bal Ram Singh
 Shiva Bajpai
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In May 2015, the University of California, Irvine (UCI)
used a $1.5 million donation — given by kidney specialist
Dr. Ushakant Thakkar and coordinated by the Dharma
Civilization Foundation — to establish the first of four
planned chairs for the study of South Asian religions. The
first chair was named the “Thakkar Family-Dharma Civi-
lization Foundation Presidential Chair in Vedic and Indic
Civilization Studies.” Subsequent donations, totaling $6
million, were intended to create Chairs in Jain Studies,
Sikh Studies, and one named the “Swami Vivekananda-
DCF Chair in Modern India Studies.”"

In August 2015, Dr. Harvinder Sahota donated $1.5
million to fund creation of the Bibi Dhan Kaur Sahota
Chair for Sikh Studies at UCI. Throughout that same
time, Sahota was involved in creating “Sikh Studies” pro-
grams at other Southern California Universities, including
the 2013 Claremont “Center for Sikh Studies” (which was
later funded by UF as a “Center for Jain and Sikh Stud-
les” and is now defunct) and the 2015 LMU “Jain & Sikh
Professorship” (which was funded by UF).

The UCI chair was inaugurated in December 2017. Sa-
hota, of course, attended the inaugural event, where he
was joined by Indian Consul Venkata Ramana from the
San Francisco Consulate. Speaking at the inauguration,
Ramana perpetuated the perspective held by a multitude



of UF-associated “experts” — that Sikhs are Hindus. Ac-
cording to India West, referring to the 9th and 10th Sikh
Gurus, Ramana “reminded the audience how the tenth
Sikh Guru Gobind Singh Ji and his father Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur, the ninth Sikh Guru, sacrificed his life along with
those of his four sons for the defense of the Hindu reli-
giOn.”CC“i

This perspective — that the Sikh Gurus, who them-
selves repeatedly asserted their separate and distinct iden-
tity, were Hindus — was shared by the founding fathers
of Hindutva. Savarkar, for instance, writes, “Really if any
community in India is Hindu beyond cavil or criticism it
Is our Sikh brotherhood in the Punjab.” Expanding his as-
sertion, he states,

The Sikh of today Is the Hindu of yesterday and the
Hindu of to-day may be the Sikh of tomorrow.... To
the millions of our Sikh brethren, their Hindutva is
self-evident.... As their Gurus themselves had been
the children of Hindus, they would fail to understand,
If not resent, any such attempt to class them as Non-
Hindus.CC““

The mark of a true Sikh, asserts Savarkar, Is his practice
of Hinduism. Of course, the Gurus rejected key Hindu
concepts such as the worship of idols, the practice of
caste, or the worship of multiple forms of God. Yet, ac-
cording to Savarkar,



As soon as you point at a Sikh who was true to his
Guru you have automatically pointed at a Hindu who
was true to the Guru for before being a Sikh he was,
and yet continues to be a Hindu. So long as our Sikh
brethren are true to Sikhism they must of necessity
continue to be Hindus for so long must this land...
remain their Fatherland and their Holyland. It is by
ceasing to be Sikhs alone that they may, perhaps,
cease to be Hindus.’

Golwalkar perpetuates this perspective, stating, “The
great religious masters, Guru Nanak and his successors,
laid the foundation of the Hindu upheaval exhibiting itself
in the warlike Sikhs.”*"v Referring to the wars waged by
Guru Gobind Singh and his followers, Golwalkar says,
“In the Punjab was being welded that band of unconquer-
able Hindu heroes, the Sikhs, headed by their immortal
Gurus.”*" The reality that Guru Gobind Singh fought
more battles against high-caste Hindu Hill Rajas than
against Muslim warlords — or that those treated as out-
castes and low-castes by the Hindu caste system flocked
to the Sikh banner because they found social equality
within this new religion — was ignored by the RSS
leader.

Like Savarkar and Golwalkar, the Norwegian mass
murderer Breivik similarly found utility in denying the



unique identity of the Sikhs (as well as other Indian mi-
norities such as Buddhists and Jains). He suggests that al-
lowing Sikhs and others to identify as separate and dis-
tinct from Hindus gives ground to multiculturalism.
Writes Breivik, “By Hindus, we mean the Four Arms of
the Dharma — mainstream Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and
Jains.” As he claims,

Sikhs are considered a warrior sect of Sanatana
Dharma. To a majority of Hindus: Sikhs, Buddhists
and Jains are not a part of the minority but rather an
Integral part of Sanatana Dharma. However, anti-
Dharmic, secularists and foreign media are bent upon
separating each one into a separate religion. The Brit-
Ish colonialists were the first who started to separate
the four branches in order to play ‘divide and con-
quer’ in which they succeeded.*"

Such was the Hindutva-tinged perspective pushed by
the DCF as it sought to establish its academic outlets at
UCI. However, by early 2016, the entire UCI scheme col-
lapsed. Reporting in December 2015, The Orange County
Register explains, “much is up in the air as UCI faculty
and graduate students raise questions about the Founda-
tion’s ties to Hindu nationalism.” Catherine Liu, a UCI
Media Studies professor, states, ““Dharma’ is code now
for Hindu nationalism.”**™" India West reports “shortly af-



ter the first chair was established, faculty at UC Irvine be-
gan a petition drive protesting the endowments. A total of
391 professors from UCI and other universities through-
out the world have signed an online statement, which
states that DCF has ties to fundamentalist groups in India,
and seeks to establish its own agenda through the
gift.,’CCIViii

Writing about the controversy in February 2016, Indian
historian Vijay Prashad bluntly states, “A letter of con-
cern from the UC Irvine Department of History points to
the linkages between the DCF and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), an extreme right group based
In India, and its US affiliate the Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh (HSS).”* Finally, UCI returned the endowment
funds. Explaining its reason for rejecting the gift, the uni-
versity states,

We find that association with the Dharma Civiliza-
tion Foundation, the intents and views of which have
been set down in public statements, is inconsistent
with UCI’s core values as a public university that fos-
ters diversity, inclusion, toleration, and respect. Fur-
ther, any association with the DCF in name or fund-
Ing would place restrictions on potential applicant
pools in ways that run counter to academic freedom,
shared governance, and faculty expertise.c™



DCF subsequently issued an outraged open letter ob-
jecting to the rejection of its gift. The letter, signed by
DCF Chairman Ushakant Thakkar, protests “the [UCI]
ad-hoc committee’s imputation of hidden political moti-
vations on a respectable California-based foundation.”
Thakkar flatly denies Hindutva links, stating, “Charges of
Hindu fundamentalism and anti-pluralism are indeed
baseless.... UCI’s allegation that DCF is an arm of some
right wing Hindu fundamentalist organization because
some of its past officers and some present members were
part of RSS or HSS is totally false.”

Of course, Thakkar neglected to mention that in De-
cember 2014, months before funding the Thakkar Family-
DCF Chair,” he was the “chief guest” at a Southern Cali-
fornia fundraiser for the VHP’s Ekal Vidyalaya program.
He was also the primary donor at the event. India West re-
ports, “Thakkar, in relating his passion for education and
expressing his support for organizations such as Ekal
[and] Dharma Civilization Foundation... pledged to
match every dollar donated to Ekal by the audience. By
the end of the evening, over $75,000 in pledges had been
raised — including the match by Thakkar — to support
more than 200 Ekal schools.”¢*

Nor did Thakkar mention that the DCF’s fundraising
campaign for the proposed “Swami Vivekananda-DCF
Chair in Modern India Studies” included donations from



HSS Sanghchalak Ved Nanda and DCF Founder Manohar
Shinde. Shinde, of course, “has been active in RSS since
childhood” while Nanda “has been with Sangh since the
times of... Golwalkar.” Additionally, the earliest donation
listed was given by HSS New Jersey. Expanding on the
extensive Hindutva links of the DCF, Prashad writes,

The founder of the Dharma Civilization Foundation -
Manohar Shinde - is an RSS-trained man who was
one of the founders of the HSS. Several of its trustees
(Ved Nanda, Sunil Agarwal) have been leaders of the
HSS — while its Vice President, Dr. Vinod Am-
bashta — was the HSS Director. Vishwanathan re-
jects that these groups have any role in the Dharma
Civilization Foundation.®™

According to the DCF, UF is one of its “partner organi-
zations,” which it says is “also interested in the domain of
the academic study of Dharma.”**™" Some of DCF top
leadership are also closely affiliated with UF, including
Manohar Shinde, Rita Sherma, Shiva Bajpai, and
Yashwant Pathak. The relationship between the UF and
the DCF is one of hand in hand.

Where DCF failed to establish academic chairs at UCI,
UF succeeded at LMU. Furthermore, UF has, through
years of funding, established its influence at Claremont
School of Theology, CSU Long Beach, University of
Michigan, and University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.



Although Thakkar, despite contradictory evidence, pro-
tests that DCF has no association with “Hindu fundamen-
talism,” UF makes no such claim. Furthermore, close as-
sociates of UF specifically identify its ideological lean-
Ings. “Uberoi Foundation [is] a very explicitly Hindutva
organization,” says Rajiv Malhotra. Koenraad Elst offers
a collaborating opinion, stating, “The Uberoi Foundation
may genuinely be characterized as strongly ‘Hindutva.’”

Mahinder Uberoi’s will stated that his trust was in-
tended to support “the scholarly study of Buddhism, Hin-
duism, Jainism, and Sikhism, and other related religions
and their music and arts.” However, by all appearances, it
has instead been used to advance the agenda of Hindutva
activists in the USA — ranging from the HSS to the HAF,
the HA to the DCF, the HUA to the IAS. The Founda-
tion’s $8 million account has been systematically used to,
often successfully, propagate an idealized version of mod-
ern India, erase the historical realities of caste, assault and
malign Dalit movements, and portray Buddhism, Jainism,
and Sikhism as sects of Hinduism.

This agenda especially manifests in attempts to control
the dialogue — either at universities, by establishing aca-
demic chairs and funding academics or at primary
schools, by dictating the content of textbooks. In 2015,
Martha Nussbaum warned about this approach. As she
writes,



For about 20 years at least, members of the Hindu
community in the U.S. have been carrying on a well-
funded campaign to substitute an ideological Hindu-
right version of Indian history for serious historical
scholarship.... India is one battleground for such
Ideas, since textbooks were massively rewritten dur-
Ing the first domination of the Hindu right, and they
are now being rewritten again.c

Alan Sokal describes what happened: “As part of its
program for the Hinduization of Indian education, the BJP
rewrote school history textbooks to excise the contribu-
tions of Muslims and other non-Hindus, and promoted
university-level courses not only in Vedic Astrology
(Jyotir Vigyan) but also in karmakanda (Hindu priestly
rituals), vastu shastra (sacred architectural rules), ‘human
consciousness and Yogic science,” and ‘Vedic mathemat-
ics.””*®™V Dalit activist Maari Zwick Maitreyi, who partic-
Ipated in the SAHFA campaign to stop the CSBE text-
book edits, sees eery similarities between the Californian
and Indian movements. “Before we even look at their mo-
tives in California, let’s look at the strange sense of deja
vu hanging in the air,” writes Maitreyi. Elaborating, she
writes,

When the Hindu right came to power in India, in
1998, the first thing they did was establish an organi-
zation called the National Curriculum Framework



(NCF). The NCF was a government-funded organiza-
tion whose purpose was a total rewriting of the con-
tents of Indian textbooks. What began from there,
was a broad revisionist project that began to axe
away the factual historical depictions of the subconti-
nent, and replace it with a fundamentalist political
framing.c»

Like Maitreyi, Nussbaum believes the American “text-
book reform” are reminiscent of those conducted by the
BJP in India. She identifies general ignorance aided and
abetted by a failure to fact-check as key reasons for the
success of such campaigns. “The U.S. is a particularly fer-
tile ground for the struggle, since most Americans don’t
know anything about India, and even second-generation
Indians are often ready to believe what they are told,”
writes Nussbaum.c™V

The political — and, indeed, religious — framing
which these groups are attempting to establish is, as UCI
professor Catherine Liu states, one in which “‘Dharma’ is
code now for Hindu nationalism.” It is a framework in
which all Indians — Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, and Hindus
— are treated as “Hindus” and in which, as Hindutva
founders like Golwalkar and Hedgewar and Savarkar ad-
vocated, all other such as Christians and Muslims are
treated as foreign to India. American academic Rohit
Chopra concurs with this interpretation, writing,



The creation of an area of academic expertise called
“dharmic” studies through philanthropy reflects an
Important shift in strategy of the global Hindu right,
understood as a network of loosely affiliated organi-
sations in India and elsewhere. Even if they do not
share formal ties, the basic belief that Indian civilisa-
tion is defined by Hinduism is common to them.c»i

The political-religious framework of these groups is
also anti-secular and denounces any academic study of In-
dia by non-Indians. Thus, as Prashad points out, the
DCEF’s donation to UCI required that scholars hired with
the donated funds must “imbibe the spirit of Hindu Ethos
In their personal lives” and not be “confused and distorted
by secularism.”** Elaborating further, Chopra explains,
“Underlying all this is the belief that authentic “practic-
ing’ Hindus must control representation of Hinduism,
whether within India or globally, and the nativist grouse
that Hindu civilisational achievements have not been
given their due recognition because of ideological rea-
SOIIS.”CCIXiX

The outcome of these efforts, if and when they are suc-
cessful, is the molding of the minds of American youth.
As Nussbaum states, “Most Americans don’t know any-
thing about India, and even second-generation Indians are
often ready to believe what they are told.”**™* Thus, stu-
dents from Buddhist, Dalit, Jain, or Sikh backgrounds
may attend universities — or even primary schools — and



face teachers who tell them that caste provides some ben-
efits to society or that it has nothing to do with Hinduism,
that Brahmanism is a fabrication of anti-India scholars,
and that Sikhs and the Sikh Gurus are all Hindus.

Do the parents of these students know what their chil-
dren will be taught? Many of these families want to en-
courage activities and academics related to their own
communities. How many Sikh families, for instance, who
may have donated to these various Sikh Studies programs
know the ways in which many of them are associated with
and controlled by Hindutva linked groups?

Beyond attempts to control the academic dialogue,
these groups are pursuing a deeper goal — controlling
State policy. In an interview with DesiShades.com, Ved
Nanda was not shy about revealing this goal. Asked about
how Non-Resident Indians can “contribute to the welfare”
of India, Nanda states,

What we can do from here is to put a great deal of
pressure and influence on Washington decision mak-
ers, through congress people, through senators, that
US India strategic partnership grows.... We cannot
put a great deal of pressure on Indian government,
but we put great deal of pressure on US government


http://desishades.com/

because we live here.... We can work with organiza-
tions such as Sangh, Sewa International, and Ekal
Vidyalay to provide assistance they need.®

White nationalism, Hindu nationalism entanglements
grow - Arktos, originating in India, publishes Julius Evola
- including “Notes on the Third Reich”

“Evola’s thought can be considered one of the most radi-
cal and consistent antiegalitarian, antiliberal, antidemo-
cratic, and antipopular systems in the twentieth century.”

“For about ten years, he was in charge of the cultural page
of an influential newspaper, lle Regime Fascista. Moreo-
ver, toward the end of the regime, Evola had access to
Mussolini and advised him... on racial policy.” In 1943,
he was among those who, after 1l Duce’s escape from It-
aly, welcomed him in Hitler’s headquarters at Rastenburg.
When Mussolini was rescued from Italy and brought to
the Wolf’s Lair - “Evola was one of a select group of Ital-
lans to be invited there”

“Speaking of awareness, has anyone wondered
why, in 1944, following the invasion of Italy by the
Anglo-Saxon cannon fodder of the



anti-European forces, J. Evola moved to Austria,
where, in Vienna, he was commissioned by the
SS to translate Freemasonic documents seized by
the Gestapo from various lodges which had

just been raided by the SS,”

Evola - “the awareness of the value of the race al-
ready shows in a set of norms that are discernible in
the ancient civilisations, particularly wherever the
system of caste and the law of endogamy were

In use, norms that in part were continued until rela-
tively recent times in the specifically aristocratic tra-
ditions. This was an un-theorised but practical rac-

”

ISM.

“Julius Evola was one of the most influential fascist rac-
Ists in Italian history.”

Hls paradigm was that “the ideal state...was an empire
resting on a hierarchical, caste-based social structure.”

He “stressed the need to define Aryan in spiritual and eth-
ical terms, and be dedicated to the responsibilities of the
Aryan identity.”



Supported - “that the races remain essentially pure; that
there was in fact a racial hierarchy.”

“Evola spent a considerable amount of time in Germany
In 1937 and 1938 - visited Nazi Germany throughout the
war to deliver lectures, generate support for his racist
journal, etc

Tie in Arktos and Evola - published 9 f his book

We repeat: there is true freedom only in hierarchy, differ-
ence, and the irreducibility of individual possibilities, on
the basis of an ideal of articulation, and therefore of ine-
quality, whose most perfect model is the ancient system
of castes the Aryans of India: they did not have the "na-
tion", they knew only their caste, and, in them, the caste
expressed itself spiritually as supreme and inviolable prin-
ciple of order and hierarchy.

Moving from castes to races, we must consequently say
that the true difference between race and race is not some-
thing naturalistic and ideologically conditioned, but pre-
cisely something much deeper, which exists among the
races preserving in the depth of their blood and the herit-
age and the presence of a principle which transcends
blood, inoculated by the action of the dominant and "'so-
lar" elites; and the other races, which have nothing of this,



and in which something promiscuous and tied for the
forces of the earth, of animality, and of biologic-collective
heredity, prevalils.

As Nanda and his associates seek to put “pressure and
influence” on the American government while simultane-
ously working with Hindutva groups, it is necessary for
concerned citizens to not only examine and expose the
work of UF and its associates but to consider the interna-
tional dimensions.

The first step of exposure is to understand that UF is an
International arm of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.
In short, the RSS controls the HSS; the HSS controls the
UF and the HEF; the UF variously funds or controls the
DCF, the HAF, the HA, the HUA, and the IAS.
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