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The Editor

World 8ikh NMews

4945 Geaorgetown Plaza # 34 C
STOCETOM

CALIFORNIA 93207

Dear Sir:
Subject: Sikh and Sikhism — Definition Thereof

This is in response o the letter of 8. Daljit Singh Jawa,
Topeka, Kansas about "Defining Sikh, Sikhism" published in the
WSN of May 24, 1991. When I started to work on this topic it was
growing and growing till it became a fullfledged project.
‘According to the letter of Sardar Jawa the response should have
been in your office by the end of August, 1991. I am sorry that I
could not complete the project on time.

The manuscript is enclosed herewith., I wish that it should be
published in the WSN for the benefit of WSN’'s readers and for the
whole GSikh community of the North America. Youw may publish it
with the other responses received by you, if the responses from
pthers have not been published as yet. It is upto you.

After reading the manuscript you would find that it is not
written in a conventional way. I adopted the real approach and
fullowed the only authentiec source of information i.e. the
Burbani of Sikh Burus which was incorporated by the Fifth Nanak,
Buru Arjan Sahib, and the Tenth Nanak, Guru Bobind Singh, into
the Aad Guru Branth Sahib. BRecause by using other sources we get
into big troubles. Whatever I have written in the manuscript 1
have tried to justfy logically and scientifically right in text

at the appropriate places. } '

™

continued..... 2




Flemase bring this manuscript to the rnotice of BGardar Jawa. I am
mailing & copy today to the World Sikh (Qrganization in Ottawa
through 8. Ajit Singh Sahota.

I would highly appreciate to know vyour response about its
publication in the WS and any other actions you may take on this
manuscript. Kindly acknowledge the receipt of the manuscript.

With regards.

Gincerely yours

yare

Devinder Singh Chahal, FhD
Frofessor
Applied Microbiology fesearch centre

L/tC: To the World Sikh Organization, Bttawa through
5. Ajit Singh Sahota.




SIKH AND SIKHISM -

Definition thereof

Dr Devinder Singh Chahal
Université du Buebec
Institut Armand-Frappier
531 Boulevard des Prairies
Laval, Guebec
Canada H7N 423

There are many types of definitions of "Sikh" and "Sikhism" in
various books, encyclopaedias and dictionaries. It is a matter of
great concern for the Sikhs that no correct definition of the
terms "Sikh" and "Sikhism" has been given by any 8Sikh scholar or
any Sikh institution so far. The irony of the fact is that words
"Nanak", "Sikh" and "Sikhism", which have been explained
invariably in almost all English to English dictionaries, are
missing from the "English—Panjabi Dictionary" published by the

Fanjabi University, fatiala. But to my surprise the words
“"Christ" and "Christianity” were in there. 5o 1is the case with
many other books published on Sikhism. Recently some books

(Sikhism - A comparative Study of its Theology and Mysticism

(1979) by Daljit Singh, Sterling Fublishers Fvit. Ltd., New Delhij
Sikhism (1980) FEdited by L. M. Joshi, Funjabi University,
Fatiala; and Perspectives aon the Sikh Tradition (1986) Edited by
Gurdev Singh, Academy of Sikh Religion & Culture, Fatiala) were
nublished to represent real 8Sikhism and to remove the
misrepresentations reported in other books. Although these books
have given very good account of Sikhism, there was no attempt by
any of these authors to define the terms "Sikh" and "Sikhism". So
much so that no definition of "Sikhism" was coined in ths recent
article,"Notes Towards the Definition of Sikhism" written by Dr
Karnail Singh in Burdwara Gazette of Ffebruary, 1990 pages 5-16
and of March, 1990 pages S5-12. However, a sort of definition of
"Sikh" was found there.

The man has made tremendous advances in the fields of science and
technology during the last 50 years and we are progressing at a
much higher speed than that of 20 years ago. On the other hand
the Sikhism is youngest religion and it will be entering into the
21st century soon when it would be only six centuries old to face
the test of the time along with the other religions of the world.
It is a pitty that Sikhism is still being taught the way it was
done in early days except that the same material and same style
of writings are appearing in English and other languages.
Moreover, the 8ikh scholars and Sikh institutions have failed to
define even the most common terms "Sikh" and "Sikhism" accurately
cso far. There is a definition of "Sikh" given in 8ikh Rahit
Maryada {Codes of Conduct) issued by Shiromani Burdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGFC), Amritsar and that too contains some
redundancies. There is no definition of "Sikhism" in this Bikh
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Rahit Maryada.

I+ is the high time now that the Sikh scholars and the Sikh
institutions to get togather to define these terms accurately and
guide the authors and publishers, especially of those printing
dictiaonaries and encyclopaedias to follow the precise and
concise terms of "Sikh" and vgikhism" in their new editions. In
addition to this there is also a dire need of a special research
project to work out a new and uniform Rahit Maryada to replace
the old one and the others adapted by various Sikh institutions
to serve their own purposes.

I have taken the liberty and some courage to define "Sikh" and
ngikhism", the most difficult task, in the present article. But I
would like to emphasize that these definitions are not the final
versions but are suggestive and workable definitions for further
research to coin the most appropriate ones.

Lefore we start defining these terms, we should look into some of
these already given by various scholars.

Some Samples of Definitions and Comments Thereon

1. Encyclopaedia Britannica (1973) 14th edition. Vol. Z0:
page 303 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., Chicago, USA.
(By k. Si. Abbreviations probably stand for Khushwant Singh)

SIKHISM, an Indian religion combining Islamic and Hindu heliefs,
founded in the late 1Sth century A. D. by Nanak, the first guru
(teacher) .

The word "Sikh" is derived +from the Sanskrit "Shishya"
(disciple).

SIKHS are disciples of their ten Gurus, some of whose writings
are compiled in the Granth Sahib, the Sikh sacred boak.

An act of the Indian legislature detfines a Sikh as one “who
believes in the ten Gurus and the Granth Sahib".

Comments: These are incomplete definitions because important
characteristics of "8ikh" and "Gikhism" are missing. Khushwant
Singh, the author, considers that the readers already understand
the Islamic and Hindu beliefs to visualize what Sikhism could be.
However , these are also incorrect terms.

2. The New Encyclopaedia Britannica {1974) 15th edition.
(Reprinted in 1991). Vol 27: page 281. Encyclopaedia

Britannica, Inc., Chicago, USA.
(Ry K. S. Abbreviations probably stand for Khushwant Singh)




SIKHISM was a historical development of the Hindu Vaisnava Bhakti
mnovement — a devotional movement among followers of the god
Vishnu - that began in Tamil country and was introduced to the

north by Ramanuja (traditionally, 1017-1137).

The word Sikh is derived from the Fali "Sikkha" or Sanskrit
"sigya", meaning vdigeciple". Sikhs are disciples of their Ten
Gurus (religious teachers), beginning with Nanak (14469-153%) and
ending with Gobind Singh (1666-1708) .

Comments: In these definitions "the combination of Islamic
beliefs" and "founded by Manak" given in the definition of the
14th edition of Encyclopaedia Britannica have been deleted and
the Sikhism has been brought more closs to Hinduism in the 15th
edition of Encyclopaedia Britannica by the same author, Khushwant
Singh. 1t indicates that Khushwant Singh is trying to amalgamate
Sikhism into Hinduism by removing the Islamic belief from his
previous definition given in the 14th edition of Encyclopasdia
EBEritannica.

Most probably he has drawn the above conclusion to amalgamate
Sikhism into Hinduism from Sher Singh’s work: Philosophy of
Sikhism (1944) wherein it has been mentioned that 8ikhism is an
offshoot of Vaisnavite Hinduism; and from W. H. McLeod’s work:
Guru Nanak and the Sikh Religion (1968 & 19786) wherein theory of
eclectic faith has been rejected and it is asserted that it is a
branch of Hindu Vaisnavism (Quoted From the 15th edition of
Encyclopaedia Britannica (1991) wvol 27, page 284).

3. Crim, Keith, (Beneral Editor) Abingdon Dictionary of Living
Religions (1981) Abingdon, Nashville, Tennessee, USA. page 6B88.
(The portion on Sikhism is written by Khushwant Singh).

SIKH: The Sikh Gurdwara Act of 1925 defines a Sikbh as "one who

believes in the Ten Gurus and the Granth Sahib".

Sikhism is an eclectic faith combining the teachings of Bhakti
Hinduism and the Muslim Sufis.

Comments: these definitions were also written by Khushwant Singh
and he is almost sticking to his <first definition of the i4th
edition of Encyclopaedia Britannica because by eliminating the
beliefs of Islam (Muslim sufis) as he did in the 15th edition
the prominent features of Sikhism like monotheism and rejection

. of idolatry and caste system would be missing from the definition

of Sikhism.

if we analyse the definitions given by Khushwant Singh it appears
that for him the term "Sikhism" is so loose that he can change it
at any time according to his whims without giving any
consideration what the Gurbani ("Sabd", hymns of Sikh Gurus)
says.
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4. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary (1976) G. % C. Merriam
Company , Springfield, Massachusetts, USA.

SIKH [Mindi, lit., disciplel: an adherent of a monotheistic
religion of India {founded about 1300 by a Hindu under Islamic
influence and marked by rejection of idolatry and caste.

Sikhism: Noun.

Comments: This definition also indicates the nature of eclectic
faith combining Hinduism and Islam.

5. Webster®s Third New International Dictionary of the English
Language Unabridged (1976) G. & C. Merrium Company, Springfiled,
Massachusetts, USA.

Sikh: an adherent of Sikhism.

Sikh: ad). i. of, relating to, or characteristic of Sikhism.
2. of, relating to, or characteristic of the Sikh

Sikhism: a radically monotheistic religion of India founded about
1500 in the Funjab and characterized by its worship of one deity,
by its allegiance to sacred scriptures, and by its witness to a
line of 10 personal gurus untill the guruship was tranferred in
1708 - compare khalsa 2, Nanakpanthi.

Comments: This term is quite independent of having any bias from
the already discussed definitions. Because it gives at least some
salient features of Sikhism. Most probably it is so because it
was not written by Khushwant Singh. But it has introduced two big
divisions, KEhalsa and Nanakpanthi, in it, which is against the
basic tenents of Sikhism. It is clear from their definitions
given as follows:

Khalsa: 1: the exchequer of an Indian state.

?: a militant theocracy arising in the late 17th
century and continuing today as one of the
significant divisions of the Sikhs.

Nanakpanthi: a member of major Sikbh party distinguished by
its primary emphasis on the peaceful tenets of
Guru Nanak.

4. The Random House College Dictionary (1981} Random House, Inc.
201 E. S0th Street, New York, N. Y., USA.

Sikh: a member of a Hindu religious sect, founded in the Funjab
1500 by the Guru Nanak as a reformed offshoot of Hinduism,
refusing to recognize the caste system or the supermacy of the
Brahmanical priests and forbidding magic, idolatry, and
pilgrimages.




Sikhiamt: the religion and practices of the Sikhs.

Comments: These definitions make OSikhism as a reformed offshoot
of Hinduism.

7. The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on Historical principles
({1983) Clarendon Fress, Oxford.

Sikh: a member of a military community belonging to the Funjab,
where it was originally established as a religious sect Dby Nanak
Shah in the early part of the 16th c.

Sikhism: the tenents of the Sikhs.

Comments: Here the Sikhs have been declared as a militant
community.

9. The Canadian Encyclopedia (1985) wvol. 111, page 1695. Hurtig

Fublishers, Edmonton.
(Sikhism written by Norman Buchignani)

Sikhism: a major world religion, arose through the teachings of
Guru Nanak (1469-1338) in FPunjab, India. Its adherents call
themselves Sikhs (disciples).

W ... Guru Nanak travelled widely and incorporated many ideas
from the Hindu Sant (saint) tradition, some from the Hindu Bhakti
(devotional) tradition and, indirectly, some from the Muslim
sufis into his own distinctive theology. He believed in
monotheism and rejected Hindu notions of caste, idol worship and
bodily mortification, as well as the belief in salvation through
ascetic isolation from wordly affaires. Nanak claimed that
salvation was accessible to all through devotion to God and the
maintenance of a moral, responsible and selfless everyday life.

Nanak ’s ideas were elaborated by 9 subsequent gurus....”

Comments: It appears from this definition that Buchignani has
tried to put as many real characteristics e.g., major world
religion, arose through the teachings of BGuru Nanakj his own
distinctive theology; salvation accessible to all; maintenance of
a moral, responsible and selfless everyday life; Nanak’s ideas
were elaborated by 9 subsequent gurus ete..., of Sikhism as known
to him. His definition seems to be much better than all others
discussed here, although it has been mentioned that Guru Nanak
incorporated some ideas from Hinduism and Islam, which is not
true. However, we appreciate his efforts to disseminate some

“realities about Sikhism in Canada through the Canadian

Encyclopedia.

9. Dr Santokh Singh Dharam (Gucoted from letter of Daljit Singh
Jawa, Topeka, Kansas, USA published in World Sikh News. Vol. 7:
(21) May 24, 1991, page 5.




SIKHISM: A strictly monotheistic religion founded by Guru Nanak

(14469 to 1538). It believes in one supreme being, the absolute
timeless God, who pervades his creation and yet transcends it. It
advocates repetition of Naam (God's name) as a means to

attainment of the wltimate bliss. Sikhism is not a sect of
Hinduism because it rejects the fundamental Hindu beliefs such as
caste system, idol worship, pluralism and dualism.

SIKH: A follower of Sikhism. The word Sikh means disciple, a
ceekear of truth. Sikhs are disciples of their Gurus, Guru Nanak
(1469~1535 AD) through Guru Gobind Singh (16466-1708 AD) and Guru
Granth Sahib, their holy scripture.

Comments: These are not definitions because these are
descriptive in nature and, morecver, these alsao lack some of the
most essential characteristics of Sikhism. ’

10. Dr Karnail Singh (Gurdwara Gazette, February, 1790, page 6).

Sikh: As it were the word Sikh derived from the Sanskrit word
*shishya’ which is translated as disciple in English. Let us say
that a Sikh is a disciple of the guru and tries to discipline his
lower self into the higher. He 1is admitted into the community
after a specific initiation ceremony.

Comments: According to the rules for defining a term, it is not a
definition at all. BRecause Dr Singh started to define with a
phrase, "Let us say that....". And he was also not specitic about
"the guru" e.g which guru? In Sikhism there is no guru other than
the ten Sikh Gurus {(from GBuru Nanak to Guru BGobind Singh) and the
"Sabd" (hymns of Sikh Gurus) i.e. the Aad Guru Granth Sahib.

11. Some Observations by the Institute of Sikh Studies,
Chadigarh.

Recently the Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigart has observed
some trends (similar to those recorded above) in some books on
Sikhism especially those written by W. H. Mcleod. Some of the
misrepresentations in the books of Mcleod and others are being
reproduced from a booklet, "Some Recent Publications on Sikhism —
An Evaluation (1990)", Published by this Institute, as follows:

"The first in the series, which set this unfortunate trend, was
the statment that it was misleading to call Guru Nanak the
founder of Sikh religion, as he did not originate a new school of
thought or set of teachings. This observation has been the base
of wsimilar other views that Sikhism is a part of the Bhakti
tradition, being an amalgam of the Vaishnava and Nath systems, or
an offshoot of the Vedantic thought in the Upnishads. Another
scholar has even concluded that it would be unpatriotic and
unspiritual for the Sikhs to try to maintain a separate identity
from that of the Hinduism. In short, the independent ideological
base and identity of BGuru Nanak’s religion have been guestioned

and denied.




In the same strain, it has been asserted that the Gurus did not
speak with one voice, and that the ideology of Guru Nanak was
quite different from that of Buru Gobind Singh. A thesis has
appeared that Guru Gobind Singh resorted to the mythology of the
Goddess because of the needs of militancy, which could not be
supported by the ideology of the Guwru Granth Sahib or the earlier

Gurus.

In the line with the foregoing it bhas been argued that Sikh
militarication was the result of large scale influx of Jats in
the Sikhfold during the time of the later Guru, and that many of
the features of Sikhism like egalitarianism and symbols like
vkeshas" and "kirpan", were adopted by the Sikhs because these
were features of the Jat cultural pattern. A virtual endorsement
of this view was made in a paper which says that Sikhism may be
spoken of as a rural religion, and that when dealing with
beliefs, rituals and practices of the Sikhs - be they religious
or political - it is always worthwhile constantly to remind
ourselves that we are fundamentally dealing with peasantry, and
world view of this social class has historically always been very
different from other social classes. It has also been recorded
that the Jats bewail the fact that the Gurus did not confer

Guruship on any Jat."
Gist of these Definitions

& careful examination of these definitions indicates that Sikhism
has been defined either as an eclectic faith (combining Hindu and
Islam beliefs), a reformed sect of Hinduism, or a military
community. And it was founded by a Hindu under Islamic influence.
Various authors have given different dates for Buru Nanak. The
correct dates are 14469-13539 AD. :

B B I

Causes of Such Misrepresentations

It also appears from the above definitions that it seems to be
beyond the ken of the authors/writers to understand and interpret
the Gurbani in its reality and entirety to define Sikhism.
According to Daljit Simgh’s anmalysis (in his book on page vii) of
this problem, it is due to the following reason:

"As the Indian tradition comprises a large heterogenous
variety of systems, there is general a chauvinistic tendency
to regard Sikhism as a part and parcel of it".

In the same context it is interesting to note another
chauvinistic tendency in the following passage from the "Forward"
written by Dr Suniti Kumar Chatterji, President, Sahit Akademi,
National Frofessor of India in Humanities for a book, Guru Nanak:
Founder of Sikhism (196%9) written by Dr Trilochan Singh and
published by Burdwara Farbandhak Committee, Delhi:

v, ..and BGuru Nanak built up and organised during his life-—
time a very important religious persuasion which was broad-



based on the foundations of Vedantic Monotheistic “Jnana’
and Puranic Bhakti. The faith preached by Buru Nanak was
nothing new for India, it was basically the old monotheistic
creed of the ancient Hindus as propounded in the Vedas and
the Upanishads ~ the Vedanta with its insistence upon
*Jnana’ or kKnowledge of the One Supreme Reality. And this
monotheistic basis was fortified, so to say, to put the
matter in a simple form by "Bhakti® or Faith as inculcated
in later Puranic Hinduism., The Sikh Panth was nothing but a
reformed and simplified ’Sanatana Dharma’ of medieval

times."

it is a pitty that a well~-established Sikh scholar, Dr Trilochan
Singh, and the well—established Sikh institution, OGurdwara
Farbandhak Committee, Delhi ignored to notice and allowed to be
published the above profanatory and derogatory statements about
Guru Nanak and Sikhism in the "Eorward" writtemn by Dr Suniti
kKumar for the above book of Dr Trilochan Singh.

Eut according to M. A. Macauliffe such chauvinistic tendencies
seems to be calculated ones to amalgamate Sikhism into Hinduism
as is apparent from his following chservations:

“Truly wonderful are the strength and vitality of Hinduism. It
iz like the boa constrictor of the Indian forests. When a
petty enemy appears to worry it, it winds round its opponent,
crushes it in its folds, and finally causes it to disappear
in its capacious interior. In this way, many centuries ago,
Hinduism on its own ground disposed of Buddhism, which was
largely a Hindu reformation; in this way, in a prehistoric
period, it absorbed the religion of the Scythian invaders of
Northern Indiaj; in this way it has converted uneducated Islam
in India into a semi-paganism; and in this way it is
disposing of the reformed and once hopeful religion of Baba
Nanak. Hinduism has embraced Sikhism in its folds; the still
comparatively young religion is making a vigorous struggle
for life, but its ultimate destruction is, it is apprehended,
inavitable without State support.”

(M. A. Macauliffe. 1978 (1893). The Sikh Religion, S. Chand ¥%
Company Ltd. New Delhi. page Lvii)

The brief survey on the definition of Sikhism also showed that
there is a general tendency to equate it with Hinduism. Why it is
so? One good reason could be as pointed out by Khushwant Singh in
the Abingdon Dictionary of Living Religions (page 688) is as
follows: "Since all the Sikhs® ten gurus and the vast majority of
those who accepted their teachings were Hindus, the influence of
Hinduism on the development of Sikhim was prepondrant”. Here I
would like to point out that had the Hindu followers of the ten
Sikh Gurus followed their teachings in its reality and entirety
then there would have not been prepondrant influence of Hinduism

on Sikhism.




o \ Now it becomes very clear that the causes of such
misrepresentations are due to the fact that those followers who

;¢ did not follow the real Sikhism and those writers who did not

¢?2 represent Sikhism in its proper perspective were unable to
i understand and interpret the Gurbani of Sikh Gurus in its reality

-

{ and entirety. Moreover , it is also assumaed that they did so
because they could not free their minds <from the gshackles of
Hinduism,

Defining "Sikh” and “Sikhism”

Definition: Before we define any term we should bear in mind
that what is a definition? Definition is: a word or phrase
expressing the essential nature (characteristics) of a person or
thing. If we look back to the previously discussed definitions it
clearly indicated that these definitions lacked the essential
characteristics of Sikhism and were also composed of
misrepresentations and distortions of the reality. Theretfore,
these definitions are not only incomplete but incorrect also.

Bases for Defining "“Sikh" and "Sikhism": For defining these
terms we have to base our views on the Gurbani ("Sabd", hymns of
Sikh Gurus) embodied in the Aad Buru Granth Sahib (AGGS) by the
Fifth Nanak, Guru Arjan Sahib and the Tenth Nanak, Guru Gobind
- Singh, and its interpretation in its reality and entirefty. And
we have to follow this rule very strictly because any other

publication or information would create serious problems to
portray the real concept of these terms. There is already such an
example: Bhagwant Singh Sidhu, advocate General, Punjab, has

tried to prove that the ©Sikhs are Hindus and there 1is no
 difference between Sikhism and Hinduism in his book, Chorahé Td
. 'Khloté Sikh (1985) (in Fanjabi), Dhanwant 8ingh and Co., 26,

Yadevindra Colony, Fatiala. He based this concept by using bani
Lo which was not incorporated into the ABGS, by uwsing bani not
(AR written by the Sikh Gurus, and also by wmisrepresenting the
‘ ' Burbani of 8ikh Gurus.

The Sikh Gurus have clearly defined and explained what the
Gurbani is:

Logal anr A A @wE g 0@ w0
s gE %3 TR wE R ussla 3rg freran naGs, M4, P48

Y WgR B 9E {3 xu wﬁngam*&%ﬁf{ﬁﬁu

A44S5, My Pio

3. wfzae ) o€ 7B wew A TeHgH T=@ e
wfsars A ﬁ%%&@h@_&ﬁawg‘aghmn
6x il 33 ufa T2 A forsefor X =homd wHY
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That is why I have confined myself for defining these terms by
using Gurbani of Sikh Gurus which has been incorporated into the
AGGS by the Fifth Nanak, Buru Arjan Sahib, and the Tenth Nanak,
Gury Gobind Singh. Moreover, while guoting the Gurbani from the
AGGS, we should be wvery diligent to interpret its real
philosophy. To do so we should keep our mind free from the old
and strongly rooted convictions and by keeping in view the
knowledge of all sciences known today.

I may add here that there were very few Sikhs even during the
time of the Sikh Gurus who could interpret the Gurbani in its
reality and entirety as conveyed by them (Gurus). It is evident
from this verse of Gurbani:

- e wEE wA A s
afe R R uzEu RS, M3, Prony

Macauliffe also made a similar observation as early as 1893 in
his book on page Lvi as follows: "The dialects and languages of
the Gurus are now largely forgotten. There are no readable or
trustworthy commentaries or translations of their compositions in
any language, and the Sikhs find it difficult or impossible to

understand them."
9“¥¥Wﬁ§§¢@”a*ﬁﬁ

Therefore, it isﬁ}very important that the Gurbani should be

imterpreted properly bBefore defining or writing on Sikhism.

Origin of Word "Sikh": Before defining the terms "Sikh" and
"GSikhism" we must trace out the origin of the word "Sikh". The
word "Sikh" is very old one which has been extensively used in
the Burbani. It means the one who follows the advice of Sikh

Burus. It also means as "advice":
- 3m wa z 9 ey e m oA Gfy o Fufere
) B T RGGS, MY P30S
- Ul B o3a FEor Wl 2 R e | fru wE N
AGGS, My, P2
- oy fru e oy udEw wu sl gy w0

ARG4s, M5, P79
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The Sikh Gurus did not wuse Sanskrit for writing their bani

FGanskrit was never’! a spoken language

Thatead they used the language which was spoken by the people so
that they could easily understand what the Gurbani means to them.
The word "Sikh" was used in the same form and meanings during the
time of Buddha (5637-4B3? E. C.) as was used in the Gurbani. Thus
the word "Sikh" was in use at least about & centuries before the
birth of Christ. when the Buddhists wrote their sacred book in
the language spoken by the people at that time, they named their

sacred book as "Pali". Consequently the language used in their
sacred book became to be known as  "Pali®. Keeping this fact in
view 1 shall call that language as “Ancient Panjabi” because it

was the same language which was spoken in the erstwhile Funjab
with various dialects at the time of Buddha and is being spoken
in the divided Funjab at present still with various dialects. The
"phcient Fanjabi™ word  "Sikh" is still being used in both the
FPunijabs (India and Pakistan) in the same form and meanings as it
was used before and during the time of Buddha and then during the
time of Sikh Gurus.

It was very recent that the language spoken by the people of the
erstwhile Funjab started to be called as “Fanjabi". The Muslims
started to penetrate into the Indian subcontinent through Fersia
by 700 AD and by 1030 AD they extended their rule over the Indus
valley and the whole of the Punjab (The Last Two Million Years
(1974) The Reader s Digest Association, NY). Therefore, it is
evident that the name "Punjab®” (Panj = five + ab = rivers,
water), a Fersian word, was given to the "Land of Five Rivers" by
the new settlers, Persians, not very long time ago i.e. around
700 AD. Thus the language spoken by the people of that area was
started to be called as ’Panjabi" and the people of this area
were also started to be called as "Panjabi® by these new
settlers, the Persians. ) . s
S Vv ot e Ko wd A (5}, Cyreerenin ‘pk«‘\/Ul G }L Fomq Y . S'cmﬁi\c,\"j WA o DERD éwc}’“ﬁ o,
of Ahe people because it was
meant only for the elites and the Brahmins. It is estimated that
the Sanskrit was synthesized in the erstwhile Punjab by FPananni
around about 400 BC from the language spoken by the people of the
erstwhile Punjab i.e. "Ancient Panjabi". Pananni also prepared
the grammar of this newly synthesized lanquage, Sanskrit (Sans =
perfect + Krit = to adore or to arrange). As the Sanskrit was a
grammatically arranged language , therefore, it is evident that
the so-called "Prakrit” is a sophisticated name given to the "not
grammatically arranged language" i.e Ancient Panjabi by the pro-

Sanskrit schelars. In other words “"Prakrit® is an antonym of
"Sanskrit", and a synonym of "Ancient Fanjabi". Therefore, it is
clear that Pfananni synthesized the word V"Shishya" from the

commonly spoken word "Sikh" of "Ancient FPanjabi", the language of
that time. There is a long list of FPanjabi words being spoken

today which are very similar to those of "Prakrit" ("Ancient
Fanjabi") and "Pali" (which were spoken before Sanskrit came into
existence) and also to those of Sanskrit {which shows

cimilarities of Sanskrit with Fanjabi) (Panjabi Té& Hoar Bhashawan
(1970) {in Panjabi), Bhasha Vibhag, Patiala) to prove the above
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thesis, Therefore, it is absolutely wrong to say that the word
"Sikh" was derived from Sanskrit word “Shishya" as is quoted in
many books, encyclopaedias and dictionaries by many scholars. In
fact, it is just the reverse 1i.e. the word "Shishya" was derived
from "Ancient Panjabi" word, "Sikh", which was spoken as early
as &00 ERC i.e, at 1least 200 vyears before the Sanskrit was
synthesized.

It 1= interesting to add here that Barth (Quoted by P. Masson-
Oursel, H. D. William—-Grabowska, and P. Stern. Ancient India and
Indian Civilization (1934) Routledge & Kegan PFaul Ltd. London)
gave very convincing documents that the great epic, Mahabharat,
(and Veds) were written as early as 3102 BC or more correctly about
800 BC. If it 1is so, then the language of these gacred books
could be the language spoken at that time i.e. "Ancient Panjabi"
or the so-called "Prakrit" because Sanskrit was not evolved by
that time (it was evolved only about 400 BC). The language of
these sacred books could be only "Ancient Fanjabi" because these
were written in the erstwhile Funjab. Later on these sacrsd books
were translated into Sanskrit to keep them confined to the
Brahmins only.

Definition of “Sikh" in Sikh Rahit Maryada of SGPC: To discuss
the definition given by the SGFC it was necessary to reproduce
here the original definition in Fanjabl to understand its English
translation properly:

Original Panjabi wversion:

3 fergdt at yas fea was Yoy, eR g Aives (f} 33 &5
e AT S 2t g dffe S wfog 37), R §3 WAt wI en
g3 migers ot wat 3 fafimn w3 waie A & AfE @3 fovw S
n3 fad 33 gaH § aat Haw Qu Q4 .

English translation of the above:

A woman or a man who believes in one Almighty, ten Guru Sahibans
(from Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji to 8Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib), Sri
Guru Granth Sahib and Bamni and advice of ten Buru Sahibans and
the Amrit of Dashmesh Ji and does not accept any other religion,
is a Sikh."

The above definition of "Sikh" is the best one ever given by any
Sikh scholar or the Sikh institution so far. This definition was
coined by the committee of most eminent Sikh theologians of 40°s
after having many sittings and discussions. The draft of the Sikh
Rahit Maryadha prepared by this committee was submitted to the
SGPC on the 7th January, 1945 and recommended some additions and
deletions in it. According to the recommendations of the
committee the S6PC accepted (approved) this draft on the 3rd
February, 1945 for some addition and deletions. It is not clear
from the available literature whether some additions and
deletions, recommended by the committe, were done in this draft
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or not so far.

However , there are a few apparent redundancies in this
definition, which can be amicably settled. For example "A woman /-
or & man" could easily be replaced with "One” or YA person’.

"Eani and advice of ten Guru Sahibans" is not a correct statement
in this definition because all the ten Sikh Gurus did not write
the Bani. It could also be easily wmodified. Another statement
"does not accept any other religion® is redundant, since the

believer in Burbani automatically would not accept any religion
other than the Sikhism. " o

Thus the suggested definition of "Sikh" is as followss

SIKH: "One, who believes in the One Almighty, the Ten Sikh Gurus
(from Guru Nanak to Buru Gobind Singh) and their Bani (which was
incorporated into the Aad BGuru Granth Sahib by the Fifth Manak ,
Guru Arian Sahib, and the Tenth Nanak, Guru BGobind Singh), the
Amrit—system of the Tenth Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh, is a 8Sikh."

Now let us try to define "Sikhism":

SIKHISM: is a religion based on philosophy given in the bBurbani
revealed by the Sikh Gurus (which 1is incorporated into the Aad
Buru Granth Sahib by the Fifth Namak, GBuru Arjan Sahib, and the
Tenth Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh).

The above short definition is based on the following Stamzo from

Gurbani:
g frleer R STE TR AT XM KW Ufal Aaks, M, Puss:

R fu wte gx2 Il gl
a T3 <1 wE)l X W afa =en fAT X 86GS, MY, P66,

Eut the above definition does not give the salient characteristic
of Sikhism, which must be included into a selft-contained
definition. Therefore, the following definition of "Sikhism" has
been coined according to the Gurbani of the Sikh Gurus:

SIKHISM founded by Guru Nanak (1469-1539): is believing in the
One and Only Almighty* (Who never incarnates?Himselt into any
form, and cannot be structured®into any Fform); living under the
command of His ‘hqus’k(rules created by Him to control the ll{e
and the Universe); leading a truthful® wotrldly life in hum111ty,
without eguxsm’and in eguality; reallzzng His Being (The Naaﬂ) to
achieve 7salvation without falling into any rltualsf and the
Amrit- systed of the th Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh.
%8s B 9N Lf"“mlﬁg \Bneiiw

All the characteristics used to define  “Sikhism" have been taken
from the Gurbani of Sikh Burus, which was incorporated into the
fad Guru Granth Sahib {AGBS) by the Fifth Nanak, Guru Arjan
Sahib and by the Tenth Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh. The superscripts
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o on all the above characteristics refer to the verse of Gurbani
from the AGGS and the page with the succession number of Buru
Nanak as "Mahla’® (M) e.g. M 5 wmeans Fifth Nanak, Guru Arjan
Sahib. There could be many more appropriate verses from Guwubani
which could be cited to support the above characteristics of the
term, Sikhism. And there are also possibilities that I might have
ommitted some important characteristics in this definition.

The superscript reference numbers are explained as follows:

i - 18 wh T w ury kesd frada
PRX wais “"rg-z”‘\ 35 T wwfe it R6as, M1 PL
A X fram axra - - AGGs M), Paos
- 2 Tl xR ?Hir{’&'wwu AGaS M3, P36,

- 3% fga g »rEe 2 F )
T3 T3 b\‘x TR —,;ﬁ‘%u AGGs, M5, P03,

- By faz 3z T wRR
. w2 P Jrn el BN AGgs, M5, P06,

A " ‘2(1 RGCS, My, P

\/7’?* fagc W’@ frs =oh I FAN RGSS, ma,P 6.
<

T2 IR Wad W Jf R ) Raas M5 > Plogs
L cton vl e Ter e

b/ ooy W R emofy O 7 dRb ReesmLP

S = 3 vrfer gafy wwrfErn
9z o ware QurfEorw hees i, PuosT

v -z ufs wly GEuATRN
o oqay o A Afen maas, mss Py

Ve xR v famfa fa@ Aess M3 Tous,
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5 wwa 6 e R Guh W mewga RGeS MLPA

b .
IrdTE e WS A war SA ol
fa*n m:h\ax = G e o HT ‘b\'a JQ TR WIS

RaGS, M5, 74628,

v 7 E3 A amx are Shoorabn 330 AL ML PhTo,

Vi :
©oT oy —g—{nﬁ £ = %T% mp-é” ARGGS. M3, P IS,
<7 I8N ek FR e By T wal worefer

RGGS, M3, P12y,

URD X FAU JETARY Aegs, M3, Péby.
~ T Tl 9 e 4 38 xam wofs ey

AGGLS, ML, Pax5.

J8.

/T AR @3"?1 A8 2 AR AGes, M1 PT.

Y- w3 3 %-a? il g % iﬁ‘?}l?ﬁ’&‘)
fexd 32 Wi R gae B Ry

RGGS, M), Fé&2.

Mémﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁ?"‘w
mvﬁwma@ﬁﬁ\w—aﬂu

AGCS, M5, 21299,
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4 - AN YR UTHTD H% @'ﬂ&m By
ffz od i@v%ﬁ%nfa'zﬂ%(wy_ma%%y
AGLS, M5, P204.
JF s med SR s AR RGGS, My, Puhs
- 7 A fad
=2 e w2 >rfeoory

33 FEYP*F‘E fz= wiA 'L\:E]‘IETE’E?TI ) AGQS M5, P85

~ T ama 2 b grzh ewe 2 et

RGGS, MY, P10,

- el Ty THR AR ITE)
T3 uwfe goa of T2 g ) AGesms, PIST.

- of ofa Fn sl Glaarh
W3 FraE X warfa ) Aeas.ms Pk
- ah b AU UL WA O ez b ke xfy
A frey T 2% UER B sy x 3 ko

H44s MYy Pxe,
- 7 A e efem wr )y
7 &8 TY SyA 3} 2N As ms Pz,

- T o A (mesg wfa woy
‘:"\ﬁ fern x4 EESBCE! ) RGGS, M3, paag.

T U w3y gty %—m |
H3 %\’%”&ga" fa—cr% ZTH) RGeS, M5, PIss.

s - N f 5 ' | ) obo: 4 i
7\ ) gy }‘4 = T3 ‘j_f\\i*k\ e DM pwiin n A .:,-,\H\ A [1“ 0 ‘JWA_'I‘J"/H'—- f p 4 ﬂ 4{_ (S / lf AZ_. Li }‘_,,'L 1
— A ? ) ‘ v 1 S\ -

A }LL W:_).‘:_}\’_-)—-:! L L':\_"Y‘r",‘"hrx-("tvﬁ;"i‘\ o O AN qj}L“ L: j[":\‘l"'"yi-.ti““- AL e e /?;

‘;} —3\: ™ -’-— .\{\H!:" L ‘_‘3 N»’\‘ _T 'r\,"\ tES L }:’w."u“’\)'\- al oL t '-x‘“ R ¢ lx'\';)".“"\- ‘53 H I( G “} LN bule G-tL‘
a . bl . I

N TEA and Hah W Cuundon' Medes L, 9T sy SHNL g oWl f‘{n N b
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AQQQ‘. MIJ P4;

- 398 Y o w3 v
ﬁﬁlr"’%,PEY?‘ TR U

T UH3 IR Tk we R Y R B wwlory
773 7z 2 v gy 1wl g vl

AGGLS, M3, P 545,

- I3 3 Iy Byord]))
Efi 3R 3l ==t w1 augs, m, PRy, .

A fagd wy g Rags. ™, Py,
TR 1y iz fro fa foor 39

RGaGs, My, Py,

Note: It is common to find out that the spellings of some words
in a verse or stanza of the Gurbani are different than
those found in the same verse or stanza or the others. The
spellings of every word of Gurbani, gqoated throughout the

text, therefore, have been very caref-ully checked from the

AGGS pub11shed by the SBFC, Amadtson La Janerg s 1983 .
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Some scholars may object that I have not used bani of Guru
Gobind Singh in defining these terms. 1 did so intentionally due
to the following two reasons: 1. There is a lot of controversy
about the bani of Guru Gobind Singh that which one is the real
bani written by Guru BGobind Singh (Bee Séh jé Rachio Khalsa {(1988)
(in Fanjabi) by Harimder Singh Mehboob, published by the Author,
halsa College, Gardiwala, Hoshiarpur, pages &639-789); and 2. My
study indicates that Guru Gobind Singh carried out the mission
of Guru Nanak and he did what was already laid out in the Gurbani
of Sikh BGurus which was incorporated inte the Aad Guru Granth
Sahib by the Fifth Nanak, Buru Arjan Sahib, and by himself. While
adding the Gurbani of Nineth Nanak, Guru Teg Bahadur, the Tenth
Nanalk, Guru Gobind Singh, could have also added his own bani in
the Aad Guru Granth Sahib but he did not do so. Why? I guess
nobody knows so far. Nevertheless, I think he did not do so
because he was just giving a practical shape to the whole
philosophy of Buru Nanak which was already very well elaborated
by Guru Nanak and the subseguent Sikh Gurus. The Sixth Nanak,
Guru Hargobind Sahib did not write any Gurbani but he was the
first Guru who initiated to put into practice the philosophy of
Guru Namak. However, it was the Tenth Nanak, Guru Bobind Singh,
who completed the mission of Buru Nanak.

11. The Amrit—system: The last characteristics, "the Amrit-
system" of the definitions was developed by the Tenth Nanak, Guru
Gobind S5ingh, from the sum of the whole philosophy of Guru Nanak
to give a distinct and unique characteristic to Sikhism. Some of
the verses of Sikh Gurus which have been taken from the AGGS on
which the philosophy of Amrit-system was formulated by the Tenth
Nanak, Buru Gobind Singh, are as follows (Many more examples
could be cited to support the above thesis):

® "Sabd” {(words, advice! of the Sikh Gurus is an Amrit (elixir)
+tor the Sikhs:

- g R WYL ™ 3 bz A3 e i
g WA T :q?rj?w w2 sl mudan Ades, M3, P35

® Sikh is, who follows the advice (sabd) of the Sikh Gurus:

- iy o =xo e wRl g
A g =N W) X WAL afaram a0 R66S, M4, Pos),

Ay %?gré\&ma?if‘gﬁawau
iﬁﬂu—i @ré ‘.Ps ﬁ gr-é\%{g;ﬁ} g@ﬁ‘n RG4GS. M3, Phol.

® No Casteism:

- gEa w3 e A
s e fa S RG4S, M, P,
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To be ready for self-sacrifice while treading on the path of
truth laid out by the Sikh Gurus:

~ ¥w8 =8 Uny Uwe 1 w0 R th e %) 1= @)y
(@3 wrefs Aa Tsan e = 2 S

AGGS, ™M1, P v,

To protect the personal honor and rights:

- 3 AR ufs XE] R W2 ey 3% (KR wik

RGGS, ML, P 1a2.

Threatening none and fearing from none:

- 3 2 28 w3 =B =k B 3B AN AGLS, M9, PI4aT.

Following the principal of humility but having power, to cut
off the fetters of slavery and to keep peace, is necessary:

~ g% 7 waa g w3 (xe W [l noes, ma. Pz

No difference between the rulers and the ruled; and the
teacher and the taught:

—émﬂmﬁwﬁwﬂ%@%g&hwn

f4Go, My, P758.

- Y ™ ~
BRI L v ol T 39 ) JRSOEAY WW”M%M,PW?.
*wrawh@wﬁ«%%m%u%qﬁw;aﬂ”

- AGQSJNLL'PGO‘E"

Establishment of Halemi Raj (Benign Sovereingnty):

~ e gEu Jee Braoez o

— -

zam Eﬁéw E‘_?—B% a3} IR e BRES, 115 P7y,

Right to rule only to those who are suitable tao do the

justice: -T‘r{% g{% '3*1;(% = ‘){"‘f{ﬂ]'\ RG4S, My, £io349.
-\ Ny
- 3ﬁf3 am A9l B 3 Wﬁpeqqumb P1088,

Creation of council of five (Panj Pyaras) and bestowing in
them the spiritual and temporal powers to establish the
Halemi Raj (Benign Sovereignty).
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® Under this philosophy keeping of S5 Ks: Kesh (uncut hair).
Kanga (comb), Kirpan (sword), Kachh (short drawers), and Kara
{iron bracelet) were declared necessary for the Sikhs.

An Appeal

This paper is written to make the Sikh scholars and the Sikh
institutions aware of the trends of misrepresentations of Sikhism
found in the literature. And they arsa appealed to get serious to
take up this task before Sikhism is further distorted or profaned
in the forthcoming books, encyclopaedias and dictionaries.

Finally I alsa want to admit that I am nobody to define these
terms. The definitions given above are the suggestive ones as a
base for further research to give a final shape to these
definitions by a committee of eminent Sikh theologians, having
some knowledge of science; the eminent Sikh scientists of various
fields, having some knowledge of Gurbanii; and eminent Bikh
historians, having some knowledge of Gurbani and science both,
under the command of the highest authority of the Sikhs, the Akal
Takht. I am swre that there is no dearth of such type of
qualified persons amongst the Sikhs of the world. I have put an
emphasis on the knowledge of science because it would be very
difficult for 8ikh theologians alone to convince the present
generation of the Computer Age and the Space Age about Sikhism.
Because the present generation is not afraid of anybody in the
world to say "WHY". The time of myths has gone since a long and
we, the Sikhs, should realize 1it, sooner the better, and be
prepared to satisfy the inquisition of this generation to keep
the Sikhism, the most modern religion, alive in the future. I
have noticed that Sikhism is a scientific religion and it should
be presented to the world by using the scientific methodology for
the benifit of the mankind.
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